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6 The Liberrpg 
out that, which we count not wagth ſo:much as 
the 4sking for? O that we ſhould be H 
to do our ſelves Good, when the God df all Grate 
is fo Willing to be Kind > As it was ſaid af the 

Emperor Severus, (Moleff iat erat iii, pets, 
gad dare,) It croubled him more to be ASH—] 
nothing, than to give much. And to the Cour 
tier that made not bold with him he would ſay, 
(Quid ef n:hil'petis :) Wihar's the matter, 
thou no Boon of me o Let nie know what 
thou would have, that thou maiſt not com- 
plain, Thou art never the better ſor me. 80 
does the Lord of Love delight to {ce the Face 

of his Speaſe, and to. Hear her Voier, Cant. 2. 4. 
Ee ſollicites for Suiters, Job. 4. 23. Waits t6 
be Gracious : Loves the Opportunities of diſ- 
penſing his: Favours ; And bids, Loot ante me 

and be ſaved; all the ends of the earth, Iſa. 45. 21. 
So far is he, (who knows what Need we all 
have of Him, ) from Diſcouraging any to Ap- 
proach him, That he gives free leave and Licenſe 
to every one. All may come that N. 
it is not As tbey Wi}, But he has made it t 
Duty to Come: and all muſt; be Supplicants 
| Rebels: ; 3a 2 OE MID CT OI FLIP 508% 

It is not then the Liberty to Pray or Not to 
Pray, that is to be Diſcourſed of: gut the Per- 
wiſſos that every one has, to frequent the Throve 
of Grace ; The Boldneſs to Ask, Seek; and Knock 
at Heaven's Gates; Yea and chiefly; The Mes- 
tm ef Adu eſs, any Where, at any Time or in 


any-becoming Manner, Tho it be wot at che 
06 - © A&M Church, 
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Scripture 
to run into that Licentiouſucſi, which: I dhafl 
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We are indeed Bound to it : But yet wemnt - 8 
make u Free will oferivg of it, and be. Vale PT” 
— 2 — be a Forced put, it is not 
Religion. Raaer might, but en muſt not, 4 
Praggs to Gods Altar: nor be Threatwed wi 
Happineſs, nor Clulò d into Heaven. No compul . 
ſinn bete, but by dint of Argue, and the 
charms of Perſwafox : When wenne oConvintd — 
2 „that we knaw not how-to 
ar aud that, wich apeies every way 
NS 327 460 

Was Lilrey e | Praying, (i. e. All the Liber 
ty which Nature and give: SU not 


take care to Gaard it from in the Second Part of 
this Diſcourſe) : It may be conſidered, Not on- 
ly as to the Leave and Encouragement Gwen, 
from Heaven, to our Prayers And the fair: i- 
witation made , (with Aſſurance of good Wel- 
come and Happy Succels, to. Al Hleſ that come 
to Him, ————— ů — -1 
(And who'is' pleaſed therefore to put that pro- 
perty among his Titles, As a mighty Attractire, 

to draw: us with comfortable Expectation, ſoõo 
— But the Liberty of Praying will admit of 
particular conſideratiog, with veſpect 1 

to the Matter, Manxer, Time and Place of Pray- 
= ro TO ee Praying, and Pebyed. 
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| anne of Fraying, a to the Matter. 


4 B N 101. eee 


"OR of Prayer, ot th e Petenda 


oy Large Grant; and as much Scipe given as a 
one can tell how to wiſh, Mat. 2 f. 22. Allthings 


_ whatſoever ye ſball att in Prayer,; Belirving r 
dali receive. It leaves out nothing Deſirable, that 
a man can Need, or has the Boldneſs to Crave. 


But yet when words are too Wide ſor the Matter, 
they muſt be Limited according to the Hind of 
the Author. Which Rule is 1 
who can imagine that our Lord would put us 
upon Praying for things Unlwfal 2? things that 
would Diſbonor him — Grant, and Ruin us to 
Have? which yet would be comprehended un- 
der All things whatſoever, taken without any La- 
mitation. Who can imagine, That he ſhould 
ever countenance the Wanton Praying for Health 
to fulfil his Las? Or the Malicious for opportu- 
nity to execute his Rage? Or the Ambitious (for 
High places to gratify his Pride? Or the Cove- 


rows Praying for the Death of all that ſtand: be- 
tween him and an ſtate? Or the Higl- way man 
for rich Booty, and Svccoſa i in his adventures 
and Villany. 952 4%. wh withihs ty Q? 


Men may bende to make. their Toogues 


the Index of their n 15 to ſuch W 
„„ Ane 1 "Wy Py: 


- which we may put on for: There is a ue. 
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| of PANAMA. „ 
Deſireg, which! yet not withſtanding may ſinldg 
harboynin their; Hearts. But theſe, uud and wies 
ked Requeſts, he ſure, are none of the Petitions. 
which: our Hl Saujour emboldens us to offer: 
The Devil. that is very free of whats none of 


his o, will promiſe, without Exceptian, as hes 


did to Chriſt. himſelf. 44d,rheſe; things wi I give 
thee. But by out Lords Ad, we mull never un- 
derſtand any more than is Lawful.and corpenirnt: 
What is Fit for us to Ask, And; wharhe has pro; 
miſed to Be/tow i e. Ihe Kingdom e Cad an bu 
Righteouſneſs : With the addition ot ſuch World - 
ly . Appendages,:as his Wiſdom knows proper and 
Temporal Advamages; too: Even all-needjul-to 
bring us to Heaven And, till we reach thither, 
to Sugnont us on Earth. ut we muſt not offer 
UnreaſonaHe Requeſts, Lo have all that a roving 
Fancy can tower up: Or for Inpaſihle things, 
That God ſhould; fai his Word, to ſave us 
wit boat #Jolineſs Nor put him upon ihe expenes 
of Miracles, to make us on a ſudden, The moſt 
pom mr yer my — — ——— the. 
Holy Ont to juſt the particulars of gur 
As the mother of ; Zebedge's children, That the 
one migli fit-0n tbe Right; and the other} on thi 
our God zo turn S tones into Bread, Asking to be ſed 
in our Slath. and careleſsneſs to help gur ſelves. 
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But A fbings we have Liberty tech, That 


males for the Glory. of our Lord, and for our o 
real Gad here: and our Eternal. de er | 
12 Alter, 
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Aer. 1 be would 1 
tune our Father which is in Heaven for, He hith 


ven us 4 Cata ae of, in that beſt Piega, of 
yer, by which all ours are to be Modelied: 


de Te mad firſt the Glare and Pin 
So, And then the Serving ee 


co Seek afte 


' The Bleflings of Wifdom's Right Hand, Sueli as 
the Pardon of ſin, the Knowledge of our Lord's 
Will; the Graces of God's Spirit, and Eternal 
Life, We are to pray for Urgently and Abſolute- 
h, Becauſe the cannot chuſe but prove 
for our Good: And we cannot Glorify God, and 
do Well without them. Light and Graer, and 
f ion, and the Spirit of Supplicaut ion, 
we muſt ſeek before Gifts, and pesce, and Con- 
ſolarion: Becauſe we may go Meat u Troubled 
to Heaven: But if we nom not God's Ways we 
— — into bis Reſt : And wirhour He- 
OD 1% VO0Ts a N 


—_— 10 ſeeing the Lord. 
| roy avs Good," and e 


our — Well. leiag in it, As Food and 00 Nat 
ment, Health and Eaſe, Deliverance and Quiet, 
Fruitful Seaſons, and Proſperous Circumſtances, 
We may pray for too; a e OI 
even thoſe things which the Gewriles 
do; When our Heavenly Father, not only 
knows we have Need of them, but alſo by his 
Command, makes it our Duty to h them: 
And by his Promiſe, gives us Encouragement to 
"Ad in of Receiving them. pity 2 

fo much of the Worlds Good, as will rea 
us e Yea and deſire what (hall Comfort; us 


Sel 
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Sits 


in an - 
well as Supper?" us: In caſd'it do not Hinder, - | 


but Promote; our Duty. Tho we dread" the Bet 
1 ſor our Fortiaa Vet even - 
eſe temporal Fruitions are deſſrable, on Con. 
dition, That we may thereby Zongur our Lord, 
and Secure our" Salvation. For we ute not ſage 
that choſe Means will effectually San that 
Ends. God knows whether we Hirte eine, 
in a Nich, Healthy, Proſperous, Or in à Poor, So 
Sick, eee = is ſornetimes 
Kindeſt to us, In Devying us what we are Eager- 

eſt upon.” 7. 


Finding, 


_ A a * 


"wha: to Nothing at all, and leave rhe 
matter jquſt as we found ik. There is more Ti- 
much for the Continuance of Increaſe of his Pf. 
ſeaſe, as to have it Mitigated 
Requeſt may be Abſolute, only attended with a 
ſignißed or 4 Silent S. to the wiſe and 
good DiſpoſaF ef the great Zord of all; the" he 
ſhould determine otherwiſe. We may heartily 
Defire the thing : But yet not be ſd Ser upon 
it, as to deſire it in any Caſe; The” Gd thould 
be Offended, or our Souls Damnifeed, if not Un- 


done by it. We may deſire Horour, the better to 


ſerve the Publick Good": And Wealth, more tos 
Hineur the Lord, and Cheriſh the Poor; win 
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dug Rll loc And Health. and: Strength, ond 
Length of Days, That we may be more Service 
able in our generation, and bring greater Glory 
to our Heavenly Father. Provided ſtill, we 
humbly Refign our Wills to. His, and take it Pa 
tiently, Tho we be Croſs d, and ſail of our 
Wiſhes : Vea, perſwading our ſelvrs, then, It. is 
Beſt for us, that ſo it ſhould be, The World's 
good things we muſt deſire but Spariagν, As 
not being ſure but they, may Suegerd no better 
to us, than the Quails to the Hraelites, to make 
us the Marſe for them. Bot Covercearreſtly the 
Beſt Gifts, thoſe Holy; Qualifications, end Hes: 
venly Bledings that Acrempary Salvation, | Laney 
will certainly do us Good, and make us Happy, 
Whether we come in, or be left. out of the Di. 
Rribution of fuch Gemmen Favours, 2s God with 
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an. Indifferent hand, ſcatters among all ſorts of 
— we may be Remembred:with the He- 


ich He, bears #0: his People, and Viſited 
wth e Foy of. his Salvation. Little need have 
we to miad the Stuff} here, when all the Good 

of che Promiſed Land 1s 2s en And. how 
well may that bencalled 4, which takes in 
whatever the Largeſt Soul. of Man can wiſh} [ 


113189 4 a by. Ide 
LS a the Fo rn that ir men thave.”. 
| Blaming the ae f our Requeſt. Herb. 
' 4 tuo; JO use 
b the — to whom. we Pray; 1 
his d is never Shorteved, But with the, great- 


5 hs „can . Whatever we would * 
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et us not then be Streigbtned in our Prayers, 


hen we have & much Tila given us: And 
cannot Open 7 
ng e ternal, 

pl 10 6 5 oath 0 
ins even the While of- his Kingd 
more ean we Ast or think, Jer 
and Glory everlaſting, *with? N 18 
civg Here, to bring us Safe 'thi 
Poor Chriſtiun, who art! 
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Love, and Obediente df. 


— — Fairh; The — 

be ſy ebe e Ce "a 
_— thy Mrpers- For whoſoever 10 cat 1 
Name 'of:#h© Lud ſhall be Sue, Rom. 1 
Do but Ask as thou ſniould'ſt, aid thou ii 
Have what Sou Wilt. 
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3 us, 38 to the. Particulars: to be 
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5, So, that, we are to ask nothing, but 
may be to ſome of the Hed: 
which he. hath ;preſcribed. : Net who could 
ever think that he tyed us up only to thoſe v 
3 ? When, as, all Supplicants Rill, (tage- 
| ith, or without thoſe,) have been nech 
ſtomed to other Wore And yet not ſeared to 
Le the Order, of our Saviou. 
this Liberty of the Manner of Prayer, 
Land and, T . — — 
: Uung ot the Pace or not: Long Pra; 
1 Shot Pl or 'Elegant :- This Polare ur 
ar none: One Form or anothey'; 
nn" mall go firſt : And Alter- 
ing, or Diminiſbing, according as 1 we 
ae and Benefit aut 
and others. 511 28-74 204500 
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ta ery one = 5 — 
t lives never ſo OAſcure 175 0 
:\ Who not only „N. our. eſs by 
us into his Preſence ; And likes ug 
the Better, the More, we ask: And is Kin 
er and Better to us, than Ul the beſt and de 
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Friend we have in the world. God's : 
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olf to his Creatures, and pectally Good 


— — have not 


"Hung % * a 
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5 Pier 8 Feel our 
755 into a Ow * 


8 The" WEAK; fil Mott 

1076 be Te nets fi an 
as Fear bith © fe cell OE t& Prijſe Hifi, Pfal. 
1 110 „10. Mi 3 with 

Bd WPF Mes — dd ſo Feat him, haye 
indeed moft cbt fo m, "That by His 
Grace, he his” te hey to ſuch K Ch 
1 diſpoſition” N 'Tepreſencatrons 

f God as a Vefrible Fad 8 Fire, 

ay do us 8, To 

our "Aipht froth _— de: (As dy vne 
would give s caufe of man y Thanks, 0 AF. 
friphr us from'® deadly Provipice,” upon Which 
he ſaw us to run 


dro be © Ruined?) 
But then the Fear "which God's children hay 

el him, is notes SlaviſÞtorimenting Dread, to 
4fright them from Him, But ſuch a "Caution 
and Circumſpection, as drives them out of dati 
gers Hume to Him, to Shelter ander hir Wikis. 
- ll they are to look opon Him, clad ih Gar- 
ments of 'SaFv2rion, us Well as of Majeffy + Bet 


t#'the Soul Par geit him: Not Hard, but on- 
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3 bela 2, and cafie to be Intreated : 
Mi of Invitation, and all Encouragements and 
ers, to raiſe our Hope, and enflame our 

Not inviting us to Him, for 
th us,” but only to be Gd to us: Loving all 
he oceaſions to Exert his Bounty, aud can de- 
0 the children of his Family no reaſonable Re- 

Vea as much delighting to Give, as we 
3 ; As the Mother is no leſs pleas d to 
ve her Breaſts Draws, than the Child to Suck. 
Nor does he part with his mercies, as one that 
with. Dificalty dra un to it: But only ſtays, 
ill we are Ready to receive the things we ask, 
e. indeed till they will do us Good., ( For till 
e are Ready for them, they are not Good for 
s.) And our Prayers are not to make him meme 
Ming, but to make us more Prepared. 


any 


ith a Servile Dread, but repair to Him, as to 
a Father : Tho' I yet Willing, to be Re- 
onciled : And therefore puts us on to AF, our 
pardon, that we may Receive it. And that he 
who will not Clear the Guilty, ſhould yet be no 
error to any pious Souls in Chri/f Je, Who » 
Ire Accepted in the Beloved, even as if they had 
not Sinned. And Who hal lay any thing to tbe 

Charge of God's EleF2 When there is nothing in 


is of Purer Eyes than to Bebold Iniquity , Sees 
none in them, but what he has received an A4- 


lun i not in Him. He is a Friend even to Sin- 
C mers, 


) 
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We . not go to God then Diſcoureged- * 


God Againſt them, but all For them. He that 


tonement for. And ſo for all the Faults in them, 


” hee as; hens ta 


W "ho Dibthly. 


A fl in Him "that frach'Satipf#:t6t "ety Shaw 
oe they Lobt unte Fefus, That is their Wor- 

ing towards*the Temple, where God is Ff. 
1 85 And when we are apt to be A/tontſbed 
* infinite Greatneſs and Maſefty; the Jiltiec 
and Purity of Gb, Let us Rechin ourſelves, 
That yet we have to do with à God Sarisfed for 


oor Sins ; and, in in the Son of” 'bis Love, Reconei- 
ed our Souls. And tho“ We dave no other 
pr of "Admit 1 into the Divine Preſerice, 


f Vet we have Boanefs, and atteſ? with Confort, 
thro the Faith of Him, Who is The Propiriation 
#* our fins. Out of this AngeF's Hand, the 
54 of the Iuctuſe that comes with the 2 
iis Saints, aſcends up before God with a 
Perfume.” Rev. 8. 4. And nothing fai that 
s put Ns his Hands, who Heartens all hi; 
members and followers, Joh. T5. 7. F & abid 
in me, and in words abide in you, Tow Ball ash 
what you will, andi it ſhall be done unto you. Hubi 
therefore Boldntſs*to enter into the Holieſt by the 
Blood of Jeſus, And ſuch à high Prieſt, as 
Holy, Harmleſs, Undefiled, Separate from Sin 
vers, and made Higher than the Heavens, Whete 
lie Ever liver to make Tn terceſſion for us: Aud i 
Alle alſo to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that chm 
unto God thr Him: We are to Draw nigh" with 
a true heart, in full Aſſurance of ey "Het 7 
25. and 6. Ch. 10. 19, 22 
Upon this Satisfattion and Mediation or the 
Ma of God's Soul, In whom he is Well plea 


fea, is grounded all (the mares) that Yon 
On 
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doin of — uſed by the Children ol God, 
which makes them ſo Bol with their Heavenly 
father And yet no more Bold-than\We/come. 
This maltes tliem fo Inportanate and preſſigg. 
Vea ſo Daring, as even 10. Argur and reaſon the 
caſe with their Maker and Judge : and as it 
were, to Quaryrl with hu Her: ( as Biſhop 
Hacket expreſſog it.) To enter the chriſtian Cauſe, 
Lifts with Ommpotence, and. re- 7 1296 & x 
ſtk for the Bleſſing] . To Capirulate | 
and Plead! with God; y Arguments drawn 
from his Promiſe., his Merty, wrt Glory, his 
Son's Merits , and theit\own Neceſſities, Expe- 
riences, Hopes and Dependancies.. Not thiak- 
ing ing ſo to Charge Him; But te Excite that Hh 
in him, which their Prayers ate to Lean uno 
As Prayer, Wee ln dür. up and Enflames 
our Faith zy»When we eye the Promi ſes of Gad, 
and take the BAνE,A to aK, all that he has the 
Goodneſs a ProtaifeuuRenagide? thy: Word auth 
thy\ſervant upd! wbich hue: haſt cauſed me 
Hope: Pfal. 192 43. And co put the Gd of 
Truth in mind wt; hid Promliſe - To ſpread 
fore him (the Obirogsanbam) his own Hand 
ol writing , How: Powerful maſt it be to:Prevail | 
with him? A \Mel/audtor: ſaid of Luther, He 
„over heatd kim at his private Prayers, 36 lf * 
| had bad ſom body to dert withal, in 8 
Room with him. 
Jof the woman, Mar. . 
The poor woman turn d Pbalbſenber, to Diipute 
the mercy out of 99 Truth Lord, 


yer 
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er the dogs eat the Crumbs that fall from their 
Maſter's Table. © Thus the Violent take the. 
dom of Heaven by Force: By ſuch Striving du 
Prayer, and improving all the advantageous ſa- 
ſons of Addreſs : Putting on ſo ſar, till ſome 
may count them Rude and Samy, That they 
may not fail to'Speed;.for ſparing to Speat. Teil 
Genn au. not —— "troubled heart: ef Modeſty, 
p. 128. Ju 4 Com it will not he tied 
| tor (aid the Biſhop of ours that 
was called a ſecond Chrxſeſtom, far his Golden 
ſayings :) The Paſſions of an Aſtidled Spirit are 
not in good compaſs; till carried. beyond ordinary 
Rule and Faſhion. Vehemence of Zeal will 
Break out, and Tranſport the devout r r 
far, as a cold Heart will think Uuſcemly. 
_ Gehazi'would have thruſt. away the — 
Shunamite, for her Rudeneſs, 2 Kings 4 When 
the ran and catch'd the Propher by the Feet: 
But he excus'd for her, verſe 27. Let ber alone; 
for her Soul is vexed'in ber. When we are upon 
the e in Prayer, As Elias ſtrain d himſelf, 
* wegmalo.) Jam. 5. 17. This i 
| * Deo grata. Tertul- Such a Forcible At. 
3 14 our Lord, As he will not Chide us 
for. And ſo does the Almighty God delight to 
be Overcome, and yield to a Man, To the man, 
that is ſuch a Paſſionate Seeker, Intreating hit 
gracious' Favour, with the whole Heart. _ 
this is the Reftance that makes the Devil Fly ; 
But he never ſtirs at the Recital of a few Live- 


leſs. words of courſe :. Nori is at all n, 


Hinder the Pra 
Holy 


Gboſt. 18 Þ: 
Prayer, who take all profave Boldneſs elſewhere. 
But it well becomes the Children of the Kingdom, 
who know whom they have Believed, to be Bold 
in their God, and Delight themſelves in the Lord. 
Not to be d to Prayer, as their Drudgety, 
which they do only becauſe they Muſt : Nor to 
hang back, as afraid to ſpeak to their Father - 
But count it 'Good for them. to. Draw nigh to God 
And go to him, as the Center of their Reſt; and 
their Exceeding 


Heavenly Imployment, and a matter of the 
chiefeſt Delight. PEARCE ee ee 
Now that we are not clogg d with coſtly Sa- 
crifices, and an intolerable Toke of Ceremonies, 
as of old : But ſomewhat that. coſts us a great 
_ Leſs, will be much Better taken And 
nothi 


may make Plzaſant to be 
ſpel Spirit, Rejoicing in the Service of our Lo 


vants, While others lye without, Eſtranged 
from Him, And are only Troubled, whenever 
they Remember Him: His Children Thirſt after 
him, Rut to him, and find ſweet Welcome 
with him. At this Retreat they turn in, and 
under the Shadom of his Wings are Safe and Qpiet, 


of PRAYER. 2 
yer, that is no Praying in the 
Rt er et „ 


Taking his Service for 
Perfett Frecdum, A Labour of Love, A ſweet 


Indeed lit ill beſwms them to make 10 Bold in | 


now indeed is asked, but what is Cheap © 


* 
© 
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to be given - Nothing impoſed, but what w 
performed: Under 
this Goſpel- Diſpenſation, we ſhould have a 5-0 : 


who harh Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Sers 
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E The: Liberty © 
Eaſy and .. Comfortable, bins happen. 
And whoever ſhuns, or objects againſt the Ser. 
vice, All the world ſhall ot put them out of 
Conceit with that, in w which n they have found 
ſuch Heavenly. Satiifattion, They will rather 
be driven out of the World, than out of their 
Prayers. (As Daniel would Venture being caſt 
into the Lyont Den, rather than forbear to Pray 
and make Supplication beſore his God: Count- 
ing it a more Material point to Secure his Pray- 
ers, than to Save his Life.) For that they have 
never ſuch Joys as on their Aucer, And their 
Prayer Times ate the ſweeteſt Times of their 
lives : When Heaven is Opened to them, and all 
the Goodneſs of the Lord paſſes before them, And 
they are not ſo Dazzled at his Glory, but they 
ſee the Foy of bit Saluation : See his Face with 
Foy, And find him Favourable to them; Praying 
to Him. Job 33. 26. And feel then what they 
defire might be continually Felt, T hemſelves 
7 loſt! in an infinite Ocean of Sueetneſs. 


b rag ad N and Joy;.and Lore an 10. 
Exalted Manna, Gladueſt af the beft. 

How ſbould ¶ praiſe thee Lord ! How foould my 
Gladly engrave thy Love in Steel, (Abies 

* what my Sons doth feel ſometimes, * 
My Soul might ever feel. 7 
| 07 what an eaſy quirk Acceſs | jolt 
My Bleſſed Lord « art thou | How ſutteny | 
our Requeſts thy Ears invade). © 
5 0 To ew that State difltes 1 not cafineſs. 


£ 


aan. "pn" 
Noi greet Man fo Beh ip be gebe h) ao 
tre ag the Great Ged. Wore Seng 
all, and pour out our very Hearts before him 
ven Boſom of our molt. 


we Confidence 


ſpeaking. when not ch 


with the Conſciene 
of Allowed Quilt. Vea tho we know ourſelves 
to be Sinful, Yet may we hope in Him, . | 
whom is Plewaius Redemption, To give us both 
Pardon of our Sins TT | 


them. And we are not 


for our Frailty, - the. 
viaur for, but to help out Sinners And why 
does he bid us pray every day, Forgiue us out 
Treſpaſſes, But becauſe he knows we fill Need, 
and he is as forward to Grant that Forgiveneſs 2 
If we were not Heavy- + We were not cal. 
led to oome to Him for Re. It eaſes the Heavy 
heart, but to Pour it our, 'Elpecially to. Him, 
who hath not only a Heart to pity us, hut all 
Power in his Hangs to Relieye us. Be. careful 
for nothing, then, But in every thing by Prayer 
and Supplication, "me, Let your 
Kees le made 5 
Peace of Gad whi 
1222 keep 


rrectio \'Tis: chüd-like Gill to * br | 
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24 "The Liberty © 
after him, as a Father: And not leave off; but 
follow him even with our Brotes performances, 
when we are not able for Better Service. Tho 
he ſeems Angry at our Prayers,” Tis the more 
Acceptable, when we will aſter him, even 
ſtruggli under our Load. For little thanks to 
go on, when Brib'd, as it were, with the /weers 

of Devotion, as our Pay in hand. And tho: we 
are ſometimes more dry and Barren, It will be 
never the worſe for us, when it teacheth us that 

Humility and Submiſſion, which may be better 
to us than the Joy and Chearfulneſs. No Dul- 
neſs and Diſtractions, Irvoluntary and Bewailed, 
ſhall ever be Imputed. But God may Accept us, 
even when we Laar our ſelves. For he regards 
not the Blemiſhes of their Services, who are in 
Chrift Jeſus, and offer the Beſt they have. But 
looks on what they Defire to do, and what, his 
Sox has done, to fill up all that is wanting in 
them : And then their Willing Minds, United 
to his Compleat Righteouſneſs, are ſuch Sacrifi- 
ces wherein God is Well pleaſed. For the Me- 
ator's ſake, he Pardons our Worſt, and Accepts 
our Beſs. 'Tho'even the Beſt be ſuch as has need 
of Pardon, He will Spare us as a man ſpares bis 
own Son that ſerveth him. And knowing our 
Tndigence, He expects not that we ſhould come 
to him as Purchaſers, but as Beggars. Not to 
bring water to the Fountain, but only an Empty 
me el, And come becauſe we are Athirſt: Yea 

e the Water of Life freely. Rev. 22. 17. Re- 
ceiving at * hands, not 5.9 we are bn 
vþ 
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of PRAYER. It 
but becauſe we are Needy, And boaſt not, with 
the Phariſee, how well we are provided, But 
bewail our Miſery to iocline his. Pity... He 
knows we are Faulty, even in the eg of 
our Faults, and that our very Praying for Pardon 
has need of. his Pardon: But he ——— for Frail- 
ties, and has Compaſſion | on our Tnfirmities, When 
therefore we Serve him Sincerely, we may do 
it Chearfully, 'Thd 1 it 4 (God koows) FR im- 
perfectly 

Let us then, in no 7 2 be tempted to leave | 
off: But, as our Bleſſed. Saviour himſelf encou- 
rages, Pray always, and not Faint. Believing g 
ſhall have what we Ask, Or that which ſhall be 
as Good, or Better. And he is not;Crofſed,, or 
he meets with a Happy. Croſs, who. gets more 
than he asked. We (hall ſure be the Better for 
our: Prayers, If but to keep up our Correſpaxs 
dence with Heaven, For as Friends are; apt tc 
grow ſhy and ſtrange, for want of Viſits a 
Intercourſe : So we {hall contract a ſad Strauge- 
nee between God and our Souls, by the Neglect 
of our Prayers. But the oſtner we go to Him, 
and the More we are taken up with Him, The 
greater Intereſt and Aſſurance ſhall we get, And 
can make the Bolder, upon all occaſions, to 
ſpeak for our ſelves and others. With what Con- 
t to fidence do we go to an able and old Tried 
wpty I Friend, of whoſe Kindneſs, we have had fre- 
Yea quent Experience, and who never ſhews w 
Re- of us, but ſtill calls upon us, to come to him, 
thy, "on make pſe of bim?... 
bus | I 


„% a. 
It is a high and wonderful Strain, J. 4. £1; 
If it be à Grant, aud not a Check: If it be an 
Encouragement, and not 4 Correction of Bold. 
weſs,) Thus ſaith the Lord, the Holy One of I, 


2 and his Mater, Ast mne of things to come 


roar og; ders and concerning the work of my 
d ye me. "As — tranſlate and 


rom it with an Iterrogative note, Tis, Will 
you offer ſo to take upon you, as to Preſeribe to 
me 2 (which ſenſe Indeed the foregoing Verſe 
ſeems " favour.) But'in the common Rendring 
and pointing, It is a Permiſſion and allowance 
from God himſelf to his people, To require at 
his hands, what they would 19 have : : 2, e. To fig- 
oy fy their Minds, (for taking 1 it thus, we muſt 
ſen Catacbref 5 in it:) and to ask of him 
wh as much Confidence, as of thoſe whom they 
have power to Command. Or (as Biſhop Wil 
kins gloſſes upon it,) In your asking of me, 
you may be as ſure of Succeſs, as of the things 
which are in own Power to Command. 
O infinite Bae in Him, who Hum- 
Bles himſelf even to Behold the. things that are in 
Heaven, When he will fo vouchſafe to take No- 
tice of poor Worms at his Footſtool on Earth 
With what Courage and Comfort and mighty 
expectation, may we go to the God of all Grace, 
who hath erected a 7hroxe of Grace,” on purpoſe 
for us to Repair to, who are Caſt-at the Tribu- 
pal of Juſtice ? And ordained his own Son, the 


moſt prevailing Maſter of Requeſts, to Sollicite 
for us, and make qur unworthy Prayers ao 


* 
* . 
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it and Aut hentict even as the welt 3ſt and 
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The Liber f * the Voice or not: Oe 


PR yer is the proper work of the Hanf Life. 
up it ſeif, and preſenting its Deſires to 
the La: It is only the Heart that Prays, The 
Mouth 'can but Say Prayers. And, as many 
Words of Prayer may be ſpoken, by one that 
doth not Pray at all: So another may (Tacenab 
clamare) Pray heartily and effectually, who yet 
ſays never a Word. Words, let them be never 
ſo Appoſite and pithy, are not Prayer, but only 
the Vebicls of Prayer, and the out ward Si 
cation of our minds. Tis all one to Him 100 
ſearcheth Hearts, and knoweth' the in our 
the Spirit, Whether we Tend up to him our V. 
ted Deſires, or Cloathed with Expreſſions: He 
that Hears us without Ears, derſtands us 
without our Words : and needs not pur Paices to 
tell him what we would have, It is at ou 
Choice then, Whether we will uſe our Tow 


wer 


have thè Spirit of Sapplications, we may offer 
up the Mental Prayer, and hold our peace, 2. e. 
Humbly bethinking our ſelves of our Wants, 
and earneſtly craving and waiting for Suppl 
from Above. As Hasnab ſpake in ber Heart, 


25 * moved, but ber Price Was wor bear 
| N 


or no, every time we make our Prayers. Tf we* -- 


- 
Mt ets. 
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1 Sam. . 13. The Deſires of the Heart are ſome- 
times too Big to come out of the Mouth. And 
then we pray more by Sighs and Groans, than by 
Speech and Phraſes. And ſo (as Biſhop Hal 
ſpeaks) Our Silence may be more Devout than our 
Noiſe.. And to this ſort of Prayer, no Book or 
Learning, no Invention or Utterance are requi- 
ſite. They that cannot 7udite, nor ſo much as Read, 
or well Expreſs themſelves, Vet can Think what 
moſt Troubles them, and Ruminate on their 
Wants and - Grievances ; And they can alſo 
Think what they would be moſt glad to have, 
And raiſe up their Hearts in Wiſpes and Long- 
' ings and deſires of help and Reliet, at the hands 
of God. And they can alſo Betbint themſelves 
of any others that are more Wyretched, and worſe 
than themſelves, And let their Souls then Bleſs 
the Lord, for all happy Reſpects, in which he 
hath made them to Difer. And all this ſeri- 
ouſly and devoutly managed, with the Soul, 
and a Within us, is good Praying, tho' wot a 
word ſaid. And in ſuch Offices, we are only 
concerned to inſpect our Hearts, and look to 
the Frame they are in, And need not the uſual 
Figilance, to take care, that there be a good 
Hgreement between them and our Tongues, And 
that theſe run not on before or without the 
other, to draw nigh to God with our Lips, 
when our Hearts are far from him. 
But (if I ſhall ſpeak my own thoughts and 
experience) I take this way of' Prayer, among 
moſt men, to be more fine in Speculation oy 
s | uy 
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uſeful in Practice. I only mention the Liberry 
which they have to Uſe it, who can male any 
thing of it, and find it available to anſwer the 
Ends of Prayer. But as Words are of great and 
continual Uſe to expreſs our Thoughts, So I can · 
not but think them as uſeful to Fix our minds; 
and Affect our hearts, To enflame our deſires; 
to regulate our devotion, and to Engage all our 
Faculties to à due Attendance on the Work we 
are about. That it may not be a thin Nati 
Buſineſs, Too Spiritual for us to perceive it, Oor 
too Nice and difficult for us to diſcern; when it 
is at a Stand, or how it Proceeds. Aud as long 
as we have the Uſe of Tongues, Why ſhould not 
he that Made them, bave them Imployed in his 
e Service 2 We are not only to Ibiat Prayers, but 
7 to Oper our Lips, that our Mouths may ſpem furt b 
bis. Praiſe. Pſal. 14. 1. 4. cried to the Lori with 
my Voice, with my Voice to the Lord did I make 
my Supplicat ion. He that is to Hear, teacheth 
us what to Say, When ye Pray, Say, Our Father, 
y &c. Hof. 14. 2. Take with Jon Words, and turm 
o W's the Lord, And ſay to him, Tate away. all Ini- 
quity, and receive us graciouſly, ſo will we render- 
e Calves of our Lips; (The only Fatlings, 
4  vhich we are now to offer.) If Words be need- 
ful to Digeſt our Thoughts and ſhape the. Aa. 
that ariſe out of our Minds, If they make us 
more Segſible of the things which we Con- 
ceive, Ald a Happy Expreſſion that exactly fits 
our Meaning, gives ſuch a Pleaſare, as the 
Joy of a New-born Child: Then in Ay Ad: 
reſſes 
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dreſſes to God, where we have need of all Helps 
where we ought to have the Livelieſt ſenſe, and 
our Dulnefs wants to be Excited by Patherict 
words, and all Quickening means We may 
find it very advantagrous to the Service, to form 
aur Notions into agreeable Expreſſions: Yez 
tho we are by our ſebes, Vet to ſpeak in. our 
Own Zearing, ſuch Words of Prayer, as we find 
conducing to Compoſe: our Thoughts, and ſet 
our. Aﬀections afloar, and make! us in Earneſt 
vpon it, Fervent is ſpirity ſerving the Lord. 
Here then, where we are under no Limita. 
tion; but left to our ſelves, Whether we will; at 
all times, Thin or Speak our Prayers, Our a 
muſt de, to take that way, which helps us 
orm our oſſices Heſt, and makes us 5 
and Liwely, Zealous and Devout. That 
we may do all Haarsihy, as to the Lord and Ap- 
prove ourſelves unto God, In being curious to 
Examine and Diſcern hat is Beſt; and Con- 
ſcientious to old in words, or Pour thei out, 
thereafter as we in} Shane Help, jor ella His: 
Ne I ä b 0. * N. „b 
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he Liberty to Oe Long Prager or - Short,” 


[Pies or Brevith are ſuch Indi xe | 
do not enter the Eſſence of Prayer." For 
eitlier of them may be Good or Bad, thereafter 
es they are Defigned and Ted. A Short ran? 
made 
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made fo through diſlike and ur ingo of God's, 
Service +: And a Long one ſtretch d out in Pride 
and Oftestat ion of Parta, or Afſectation to be Tcai- 
ous, that we may be thought more Piu, are both 
of them, equally 4bomination to tht Lord. But 
when we Contratt' our: Prayers, that We may 
ſtreogthen our Devatiom and cut ham Sborter, 
to make them the Live ier: — Prayers 
ſhall prove long enough to teach to Heaney: 
And ſo we Pray much; tho we ſay bot Little, 
And again, when we Enlarge our Prayers, as 
we ſind our Hearts Enlarged, Our Attention and 
Affection keeping pace with our Mater and 
Expreſſioũs, we need not ſear the guilt of that 
Much- Speaking, condemned, Mat i 6. 11 Nor 
of the Long Prayers; Chap. 23. 10 made Fre- 
tence to Eat up the Widows. When the Spirit ef 
God Moves on the fare of the Waters, to vaiſe up 
a full Tb of Afﬀections in our Souls We have 
2 Call and Invitation then to be more Free and 
Full in pouring out our Hearts before the Lord. 
And at Lower Ebbs, we muſt take up with or- 

dinary Offices. No matter how Short is the Cold 

and Dull Prayer, But that which is Faithful and 

Fervent can hardly be too Long. Hr that ſays 
nothing as be ought, it long, tho he pronounce but 
To ſyllables : But he tbat ſpeaks to the purpaſe, 
i} is not Long, tho he ſpeak Mach, and for a Great 
© while together. (Philemon, quoted by Gretius.) 
or The Shorteſt Prayer is too Long, that is (Fox 
er & preterea nihil:) Nothing but an Empty 
er, Sound. But the Longeſt is Short enough, 
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32 A The. Ly . 
the Mind and Heart hold but to the End, nod 
the Devotion is as Long as the Sopplication. As 
when we are Cold, we may get us Heat by Ex- 
treiſe, Souby Contintiauen* in Prayer, v may 
Warm our {elves into more Devotion: And ſrom 
Flattering wlong, the 'find ourſelves: car- 
ried wr, as high as Heuven. Some are too 
N ;mble in cheir Fristing Prayers, and in too much 
Faſt to Speed. They come to God's Dar, But 
they will not St and Wait, and ſo goaway with- 
out their Errand. The Striving with our ſelves in 
Prayer, to bring our Hearts into better Frame, 
is our Meſtliag to Prevail with God. So we 
Preach to our ſelves in His Hearing, Not to I. 
Form Him, but to Ediß our ſelves. And when 
Repetitions flow from Heat of affections, we 
have Scripture inſtances, that not only Alem, 
but Apprope them. Tho when dull and Heart- 
lets, reſulting from a Fictitious Sanctity, or opi- 
nion, to be heard the ſobner for Much | ſpeaking, 
They are but the Sacrifice of Fools, which we 
are forbid to offer: And muſt not Roll in ſuch 
Multiplication of Expreſſions, to Wire: #raw De- 
votion, and think to make out in Length, en 

is de- in Heat and Weight. | 1+ +1 

Tis a good Rule of the Dr. Let 
pag: 158. 42 man Contract his Expreſſions,where 
| he cannot kmarge bis Affection; That 
be may nor hold on ſpeaking, w hen be bas dne 
Praying. But then where his Aſſections do 
Grow upon him in the Uſe of Words, ſure he 
F Ann, 
ys 
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ſays, Let thy words be Few, Eccleſ. 5. 2 Some 
may think he miſtook his Text, who from hence 


— occafion to make an Encomium of the Large 
Service of the Church, and thoſe Prayers, which 
he owns' to be ear an Hour Long. wa, 
And that is, I think, more than pag. 21. 
half and Hour Longer than ever! 
heard any other. The Diſcourſe to ſome, may look 
like a Libel upon our Liturgy. And if all Tan- 
tog y were Battology,,  Common-Prayer it ſelf 

then muſt fall under the Common Condemnation. 
Some are weary in the very Beginning of their 

Prayers, And others can hold out well even to 

the Laſt, and find the Fire ſtill more Enflamed, - 

by more Blowing. Elſe what ſhould they do, 1 
ere the Firſt and Second Service were at an end * 

Tho the Liturgy hath Variety, and | L 
is (as he calls it) A String of Pearls : Pas 20 8 7 
Yet if the String ſhould be too Long, | 

it would ſpoil much of his Reaſoning. And if 

the frequent Breaks and Pauſes be the main 
Commendation, Then who can ſufficiently ad- 

mire the Popiſþ Service, and all their multi- 

plied ColleAs , Reſponds , Jeſu s, | 

Ave's, and Pater Nofter's But he Pag. 211. 

ſays, The people ſo ſhare in the Ser- 

vice, it j almoſt impoſſible , they ſhould be idle 

Hearers, or meer Lookers on. in Rep it's poſſible 

they may be Neither: 7. e. if they chance to 

fall aſleep at the Service: Nor is it quite impoſ- 

ſible — may be both, and yet Parrot over the 

words, As wanton children and ſome Merry 

D | Griggs, 
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fort of Devotion. Tho it's true, Their inde- 
cent Carriage doth not reflect any real Diſpa- 
ragement on the Ores themſelyes, to make 
them ever the worſe : Which, under the ma- 
nagement of true Zealous Worhippers, do ſhew 
quite another Face: And there ſuch 7uterlveati- 
dx, and Alternate catching the Words of Pray 
er, helps and Refreſhes cach others — 
and is like a pious Conteſt and ſtruggle between 
them, which of em ſhall be mol Earneſt in 
the Service of their Lord. 
But I think he might ede leſt out the 
Always] when he ſaid, that Much 
Pag 176, . Speaking is the effet# of Confidence : 
Ad Confidence ſprings from the per. 
* that a man hath of his own Worth. Fot 
a man may Speak Much, and yet Diftruft him- 
ſelf : Or he may ſpeak in Confidence of a Bet- 
ter Worth than his Own. Yea there may be 
more Impudence in a Fe words than in Many; 
according as they are. Our Grand Exemplar 
Continued A Night in Prayer: And tho' he 
were' ſo much mote Able to manage it, than 
we, Yet from the drift of the Dafor's reaſon- 
iops, It muſt be /mpertinent to uſe ſo many word 
with God, in a Long-winded Harangue. | 
confeſs the Long Grace looks not Seafonable, 
* a man is ready to Starve? And at a ſud- 
den Pinch or danger, Lord Save mb, is a ip 
it 


TO: But when he has more Time, - ſure 
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| 35 
is not his Fault to Pray ' Longer. The Lords 
Prayer, it's true; is ſhort: But are we Con- 
fined juſt to thoſe very words ? Then why doth - 
the Church ſo much enlarge in other? And the 
thing that is done, and may Lawfully be done, 
why | ſhould any Ses of tbe Church argue ſo 
much againſt it? What Inconveniences ſoever 
may attend Long Prayers, I cannot thinſt it 
Convenient to go and prove or inſinuate, 5 77 
it is Sil or Wicked ever to uſe tem. 06) 
To ſay, That the whole heart and rag 194+ | 
ſeul may be wrapt up in three: or; four © 
words, And to tell the Succeſs of an Ejaculation, 
that | Cleans d the Leper,  Enlightyed the Bus, 
Juſtified the Publican And» then 
add, [never yet beard or rea i ae Pag, 206. 
Leng Proyer thut did ſo much; is a 
Reflection that I would forbear, if but for the 
Credit of that Church whereof Iam a 1 
which preſcmbes Longe Prayers, than ever 

us d of my own, or ever heard amy one elſe uſe. 
So that there are ſome beſides Heathens and Pha- 
naticks, in this horrid Guilt of Long Praying; 
And to make the Long Robes and 
Long Prayers, A Cover for all, and A e ; 
affirm, That they . who are like tbke 
Phariſees for Long Prayers, are lite aden fun 
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ſomewhat elſe, does but give the Brothren in 


Aue an occaſion for Rerort and Drelle up. | 
on een I e TNT © 


To v4 | — 
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According to his flo Argumen- 
Pag: 179. tation, If Short Petition be a Fa- 

megyrich the Great man's 

to o om tis offered, the Shorteſt Prayer 
that can be made does the greateſt Honour to God; 
and if it ſhould be any longer, it would 
Diſbonour him. Nay it a Word to the Wiſe, then 
Half a Word to the Only Wiſe God, might be 
enough: Vea, for matter of »forming him, 
None at all. But indeed our Words are neither 
co Inform, nor to Perſuade, nor to 

* 180. Weary and Overcome him. Though 
the Dr. ſays, They muſt of Neceſs- 
ty be to one of theſe three purpoſes. . Vet himſelf, 
ſoon after, finds another Uſe for them, when 

be ſurprizingly tells us, That the 

Pay 188. proper uſe of Words, whenever we 
h ſpeak to God in Prayer, is thereby to 

pay bim Honour and Obedience. It ſeems then 
that they Honour and Diſbonour him. But he hath 
not told us, juſt how Many words will Honour, 
and how Many will Diſhonour Him. 

Pa 214 He {peaks of Praying near an Hour 
together. And yet doth not com- 

plain of that for Diſhonouring God, but rather 
commends it for Rational Devotion. So that 
now, It is not the Heap and Namber , but the 
Kind and Manner of the Words, that is Offen- 
five. Which Indeed JI think comes neareſt the 
truth. And if there be yet another Uſe of 
words, ( beſides Informing, Perſuading, and 
Wearying of God,) which he acquaints us with 


(pag: 
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of PRAYER * 
(pag; 189.) viz. To acknowledge and own. tbeſe 
Wants before bim, that we Supplicate far à Re- 
lief of : He might have done well to tell us, V y 
that Acknowledgement muſt needs ſtill be drr 
. For 1 take Ot that re 

any Reaſon which he alledges, * 156. 
That Cod thas' #o where commanded us 
to Call upon him with Multiplicity and Profiziey of 
words ; Becauſe I neither find, that he has com- 
manded us to call upon him only with Brevity 
and Paucity of words. For that all Long Fra- 
ers are not forbidden, even in Eccleſ 5. 2. The: 
Dr. himſelf ſeems agreed with other . 
when he praiſes the Churches Praying for Near 
an hour together. Which he knows cannot bs 
performed without Abundance; of Wordt; Nor 
are the Words of our Common-Prayer ever the 
Fewer, notwithſtanding all the Fractions and 
Amen's, how. Numerous ſoever. And: tho we 
muſt avoid the Needleſs Multiplication of words, 


wy Fu 


Vet we are bid, Continue in Prayer, Col-4- 22 


And. inſtead of Opening the Scriptures, weſhould 
only ſet Texts together Iy tbe Ears, If all were 
of the ſame Fierce Pagnacious Spirit, as n 
of the Polemical Champions. ; 
But it is too obvious to ſee, How men of moſt 

perſuaſions, can make Sins and Duties of ſuch 
things as God did never make ſo. Tho' the 
Scripture Charge is, 7oftand faſt in the Liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us Free, Gal. 5. 1. And 
for any reaſons that ever I ſaw to the contrary, 
All men have the Freedom to Sborten or Lengthen 

0D 3 their 
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their Prayers, as themſelves do find moſt con; 
ducing to the purpoſes of Piety and 
Devotion. And I cannot think that any Good 
man doth Wickedly, in taking his Liberty, to 
uſe a Short or a Prayer: When his | 
is Pious in bath: And: he is for ſerving God: af. Wi + 
ter the Beſt — that he Underſtands; : If # 
ſome like not his Ney, Others may as much n 
miſlike FTheirs. Aud it is not ſo much matter, t 
what Judgment we paſs upon one another, as i + 
b 

a1 

T 

tt 

h 


how we are all Nc ed to Approve our fel ves 
unto Him that Srarchetb our Harte. 
For my ſhare, I am only for deſending the 
Chriſtian Lorry) in this, as inthe other Points. 
And I need not much plead for that, which'I 
do ſeldom or never Uſe of my oun Production. 
For I do not ſind that I am able for ſuch Long 
Prayers : And 1 dare not be Tedjous, for fear of 
making the Worſe work of it. Nor do I thinł 
that J am bound to 74 my felf above my 
ſtreogth, and go Halting in Chains of my own 
| : Nor will I be ſo enſlaved to any ones 
Expectations, as to engage in more duty than 1 
oan well deal with. But for all this, at ſuch 
times when ever I find my. ſelf diſpaſed, and 
EY. he for Longer attendance upon the Lord, 
Im reſolved, No Doctors opinion 

bay 196, mall Hiader me from it, Tho he 
ſays, That Ne mas begins'y and 
luck 4 N mit h u be ſame Pace. Yet I know 
not what Some men can do. And when'T find, 
Thus in the Wu my Prayer, I can d 4 

We 


S8 ARA SS KA? 


oe * 
5 4 


of Pra viEs © 39 
well as im the B. und that I am not 73 
red, but rather Refreſht with this „Pen. 
ceiviog new ſtrength, and more \Encaurage 
ments, as I proceed : I do not think I am bound 
to leave off, aſſoon as another may Jugs fit. 
Tho' if my Spirits/were ſpent; and my Activity 


flagg d, I ſhould count it beſt tg,have done, and 
not: force things, with Ae Bae pon 
that, which I did but ſpoil in the doing. How- 


ever, if the thing at all has been, ot oy 
be, of good Service, I carinet\reckon . 
any Argument againſt the Je For at thdt rates 
Lom Gommt ds well as Lang Prayers, muſt be 
turn d out of the? Church; Beæauſe both of them 
have been"ſhamefully Alaſel .. 4 ann 
But let no Tendet Chriſtian be terrified, with 
any ones Dogmatical Sayings, To think it a Sin, 
ſometimes to cut his Prayers Shorter, and ſomer 
times, (as occaſion ſerves,) to draw them out 
Lorger: When there is noi Divine Preſcription 
to determine, juſt how-Long,.or how ſhore they 
ſhall be. But that is left to our ſelves, As Diſere- 
tion, grounded on our own Experience, ſhall di- 
rect. Provided we /mpoſe not upon others, to 
give any juſt offence, aud make the Service Con- 
temptible or Nauſeovs, We have a Latitude, to 
Abbreviate, or Extend our Prayers, as vic think 


Convenient And according to the Frame that we 


are in, and the fil ance that God is pleaſed; to AF- 
ford, We may Pray a Lite while, and yet᷑ do 
very well: Or we may Pray a Great-while, and 
yet do as well, or Better. N men may Pro- 
* * ; 4 


{cribe 
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ſeribe or Limit, after their own Humour; But 
I know not where Go hath' ſaid, as to our 
Prayers, een ben ye 0 and no Woes 

ther. NS een "armor 
Fi. Me 
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Take the Stile of Slices to be the beſt 
Stile for Prayer. For who can ſpeak better, 
chan the Spirit that helpeth our Infirmities ? And 
what more acceptable Words, wherewithal to 
go unto God, than thoſe of his own Spirits In- 
diting ? And if-the Sacred Writers ſpake as they 
were Moved by tbe Holy Ghoſt, It ſeems then 
that He who iscalled The Spirit of Supplications, 
hath alſo put Words into our Mouths ; and we 
are to take them, as in the Bible we find them. 
Seeing our Praying to God, is but Pleading with 
him the Promifes of his own' Word, And beg- 
ging Strength to perform the Duties there 
taught and enjoin d. Tho a certain Dr, Girds 
gart this way of Praying , Becauſe 
Tag 159. ſome have been uſed to Gird at the 
Government, in Scripture Phraſe; 
| I could tell him of ſome that can Gird as much 
at the Government ' now, in other Phraſe. But 
ſeeing. it is not certain, That the Holy Ghoſt did 
Dictate all the very Words, as __ as Reveal 
the Matter of the Holy Scripture, cannot think 
_ we are tied * to the * Wards there ge 
N 5 5 ut 


1 
t. 
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But may ſpeak in thoſe Phraſes, or take Liberty 
ſometimes to Van, as Prudence ſhall ſuggeſt. 
And when we Expreſs our own Senſe, in our 
own Words, The more F/ and Natural they 
are, they ſeem the more proper for Prayer. Be- 
- WH cauſe it is the Childrens ſpeaking to their Father, 
© WH Who is not ſo much moved with their Wit and 
- WH ftarch'd Oratory; as with their Wants, and ear- 
neſt Cries: for Help. Tis not Artificial, Cant, 
but Pathetick Speaking, which comes warm 
from the Heart, that is likely to be moſt Pre- 
vailing; Eſpecially with our Heavenly Father, 
Who is not to be wrought upon with Rhetorich, 
or any arts of Perſuaſion, But calls for the Heart, 
which is an Inſtrument that makes the beſt Mu- 
ſick, in his Ears, when it is Broten. And Fi- 


Mourners, and the Beggars which we perſonate 
in our Prayers. The plaineſt Garb, that is De- 
cent, belt fits the Farmer, And to the Latter we 
are inclinable to give, rather when they appear in 
Rags,” than in Ribbons. Jingles and Quibbles 
are fitter to be us d in Playing, than in Praying, 
And it gives ſuſpicion, that we rather Play with 
our Prayers, than pour them out from a heart 
Senſible of our Wants and Diſtreſſes, When we 
can be ſo Cay and Houriſbing, and vary phraſes 
to ſet off our Abilities; The uſe of our Words 
d in Prayer, being rather to Aedt our ſelves, than 
to Move, the Lord, 4. matter therefore how 
K I Plain they be, ſo they be Pertinent, and not 
|: W Looſe and indecent. For we are nat fo much 
it | - Aﬀected 


neries of Language look not ſo Agreeable for 
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Affected with words that are Tim or Had, 


8 with thofe that are Sigviſſcartve and Hear- 


ty. He that knows the Poverty 6f our cafe, 
will not reject us, for appearing before him in 
a Plain homely Dreſs, Nor Pefpiſe the 1 — 
of the” Hunble, beck they ark of 2 

Thread, and not ſet off with Later ghd Fix 
gel. We may ſpeak our Minds Down-right "to 
Oo even as we would to our — 5 iend* 
And not fear a 25 {© dür words 
want ' a "Flouriſh., He {pea aks ar Auge e. 


novgh; that peaks but el #hly and Affe. 
Riomately. And Ne T "Feel at I fay, 
and Say that which makes otter ' Underſtand 


and H with me, That is ad 2 appineſs 
of e Which beſt anſwers Ends of 
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But if we think any hin Better than this 
we May uſe it: Nay we ſhould,” Becauſe 
God is Worthy to be Served with the'Beff, 
He that chiefly requires Truth in the Iwward 
parts, will alſo be Honoured with the Mouth” 
And did not give man Elöqpence for any 
thing ſo much, as 70 fbew" forth bu Praiſe 
Tis too Moroſe, to exclude all Flowers of 
Langu guage from the Pulpit and! Prayer, be. 
cauſe of 'St. Paul's Demeftration the Si 
rit, oppoſed to the Enticing wor 5 of Man's 
Wiſdom. The Deceiber ts curſed, that hath 
in his Flock a Male, and Vows and Sacrifices 
fo. the Lord a Corrupt thing.” Mal. r. 23; 
; Heart 
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Heart and Head too muſt be at his Service: 

411 whe Dae member: we bave muſt do it's 
Beſt. for him that . That which - 
e Our. Gu, mu employed t \h 

ry, And when \w, 


5 — 5 4a 2 Bo- 

% ation, of ry" Phraſe | 

but in à becoming e, ad . 

Grandiloquence, ſuch as peaks vs. Mindfyt"of 

= Infinite" "Majeſty we ate befote 1 Whan' the 
Tongue and Mind are turf to an „und 

there is Melody-in-the F{tarr,/ N Nute. 


% in the Mouth, 'Plcaſi o God i tb 
e 19054 23 7 HShmic 22 
as i 2001 N 


Sa A have even a Natural (Facility and 
Felicity of” ingovicully" Expreffing themſelves, 
- Wl need nbt fear it will create any Prejiigice 
i gaiaſt 97 Prayers, to ſpeak as Elsen, 

„ % 6%d, as they do to Meni Nor think 
chat Holineſs muſt be Peculiar to his Ser- 
f. Nice. gut rather Dread to pour out Crude 
a indigeſted ſtuff, -- to provoke a Nauſeous 
„ Calm, and make the Offering of tbe Lord 
y to be Abhorred. And ſuch as are fain to Stu- 
2 © for it, before they can attain to the Ber- 
of Wl fer. way of Expreſſion, yet need not fear, 
8. that the Artiffcial, will proſane the Spiritu- 
al part, of their Devotion: But may rather 
„take ſatisfaction in this, That they do not Serve. 


e Lord their God with that which n them 
N othing. 
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8 Pag: 145, 4+ 6 kath. given | Learning and Ut. 
1 rerance, He wil mat (endure Men 
ſhould Ze Accurate in. their Diſcourſe, and Looſe 
in ee Devot ions: Ia pat ef the Aut bor of 
good: and perfect Gift, with Ramble and 
confued Tall, Babble: and Tautology. : No- 
thing under the beſt a. mani can offer, bring fi 
| to preſent to God. Vet I doubt not but. the 
man ſhall be Acapted according to; what zh 
bath, who ſtrives to be as Accurate here, as: 
is any where elſe. Tho he cannot en 
preſs himſelf at the Rhetorical rate of ſome: 
Wits. True indeed, It is not 

Pag- 142 the. Simplicity of tbe Head, Gut 
ef the Heart. Let God knows 

the moſt; learned Dodor's beſt weighed words 
to be but Weak and courſe before Heaven, 
And the plaineſt Speech of any ordinary 
man, that is Sincere and Dewvoat,.. ſounds 
as well with him, as the moſt Florid H- 
rangue of the. rn Maſter lv Lan- 
ae W199... IR. e 
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'H Qf - Bodily Exerciſe ene Ant 

Vet as mue as the Body is capable of 
foing,.. it can no where Better perform; than 
ig his Service who Framed it. We are com- 
rl naed to Glorify him with our. \ Souls and 
dies both. And ſome Bodily Diſtance, helps 
" bring our Souls Nearer to God. The Bo- 
dy. is the Servant of a Servant, And it is fit 
my e ſhould ſerve me, in the Serving 
oft my Lord. He that hath given us Knees and 
Bodies to Bow down, and Hands and Eyes to Lift 
p, inſtructs us by our very Frame, as well as by 
his Word, how. we ſhould carry in his Wor hip. 
The call to Worſhip, is alſo to Fall down aud 
Heel before the Lord our Maker. Plal. 95. 6. 
And ( >epowney ) it is to Crouch even as à Sp 
el before his Maſter. We cannot ſhew the 
Inner-man, but by the Outer, which is to tell 
how things ſtand Within, and by proper Words 
and Tone, and Geſture and Actions, to profeſs 
the Profound Admiration we have in our minds, 
of the glorious Excellencies and infinite Per- 
fections of God. Men that cannot ſee our 
. I Hearts, yet take notice of our And 
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we muſt dread to Scandlalixe thoſe whom we 
ought to Edi. A little matter here, may 
give great Offence. And we muſt not only 
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Look to our own Hearts, but a heed we do 
not /umble others. Tho we muſt be ſo intent 
upon the Preſence of God, as little to regard 
who elſt is preſeut with us àt dur Prayers; and 
not let any Company Awe or Divert, or Inter. 
rupt us, in the Homage we are paying to Him 
who is infinitely Higher and Greater and Better 
than all; who, compared with Him, are no 
more than mere Vanity and Nothing. In Cempa. 
i we are to Pray, as if there were none but 
God thete; and in Solitude, as if the Eyes of all 
the World, as well as His, were upon us. For 
he indeed 1s Al, and to Him all Perſons and 
things elſe are as if they were not at all. ! 
—— is not under e of Spirituality, to 
Slight thoſe exte of Reverence, 
which are ſo mighty Influential, to raiſe our 
own Affections, and to Enflame the Zeal "of 
others. Tho we have that Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby we cry An Farber: Let even the 
Child of a Ving may go Rudely into his Father's 
preſence. And 5. Fe in the Pre- 
ſence of God, as if ahi glorious Majeſty ſo infi- 
nitely Above us were to be Bearded in a ſawey 
manner, ſhews us to be children of ſuch Man- 
ners as need to be better Taugbt as if we 
thought it a Leſſening of our ſel ves, to uſe the 
humbleſt Preſtratiaas before Him, at ' whoſe 
Feet all the Worthien of Heaven Caſh \their 
Crowns, Rev. 4. To. d whom indeed we can 
never Honour, ſo much as his ſervice Honourt us. 


2 8 us Conſider then, With whom ir is, that 
we 
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„e make ſo Bold, and not forget the Iwfnite 


Diſpreportion between us and Him that 
at ——— as if we were 9 


nt it only for a Complement, when 9 
zur ſelves 115 Humble Servants. nm. | 
It is Mockery indeed to Bow the Body at 5 


xe, when the Heart never Beads. to his Go- 
Gel. Like thoſe that Bowed the Knee, and 
ried: Hail Fol be the Lord of. . whom 
Cracified. or is it a Puppet-Religion 

we om Life, that I contend for: To = 
eelves ſuch Anticks as the Popiſh Worſhippers, 
obo had need be Maſters of — Ceremonies, to 

hit of that Worſhip, more like a Ball or Inter- 

lude, than the grave Worſhip in Spirit. ge? | 

their Religion, as Ritual as Sap 5g cl "$A 

with Rites as numerous, Tin 

and uſeleſs, yea even all Outſide and and Pa 

and as unlike. the Goſpe/-Simplixity, as 585 = 

Shews and idle Formalities can make it, ſuch 2 

Rote of words and Hiſtrionick geſtures, and Sus 

perſtitious Fopperies, . which any ſilly Children, 

or the vileſt of the people can iT reds hop 25 

the beſt, and contend more for the Modiſh 

forms, than for the Faith Once delivered to the 

Sainte: Theſe doings may. ſoon give any Hiri. 

tzal Worſhipper Enough of „and 3 

turn his Heart againſt that which! is 

to the de ſigu and Genius of the G 125 The | 

ſo many can wonder at the outward Pompy, with. 

out r the inward Life, and cry The Temas of. 6 Se 
Lor 


ten Crivging, low at his Footſtoel, 38 if we + 
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Lord, when they mind no Fellowſhip with th 
Lord of the Temple: I cannot think it ſuch 2 
mighty Accompliſhment; for men to enter thoſe 
Geers and obſerve all their poſtures in the Ritual 
Religion, and ſhew all their Metal for the thingy 
leaſt Required at their hands. 

But 5 out ward Significations of Reverence 
in Worſhip are not ſuch matters of ' ]ndifference, 
as we need not take any Care of. For who 
that has the Fear of God in his Heart, can make 
ſo Bold with the Majeſty of Heaven, as if the 
great God were Altogether ſuch a one as himſelf ? 
To preſent that «, the Biggeſt and - Beft of 
Beings, Perfect above * and Bleſſed be. 
yond Addition, which he would be aſhamed to 
offer even to his poor Fe/ow-creature, an earthly 
Governor ? To be ſtiff and Haughty, or Whit. 
ling and wanton before the Throne of 'God, To 
Loll or Lawn over the Divine Worſpip, To fit 
in State, as thoſe that were Above it, Or to 
Prate and Laugh, to Gaze about, or be doing 
ſome Silly actions, as thoſe that came only to 
Slight and Affront it: How fulſome ſoever it be 
to ſee the Looſe Liver a compleat Formaliſt, Yet 
who can think well of ſuch a rude S/ovenly Re- 
ligion, as does not compoſe men into à more 
awful Devout Behaviour, in their ſolemn Ad- 
dreſſes to the Moſ# High God, whom we ſhould 
never approach but with all Humility, and a 
becoming Reverence and godly Fear, and even 
* our ives betore him 2:7 47 \ 
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Bit then for the Manner of expreſſing this Re. 
erence, In our Secret Prayers we are left at Li. 
ferty;. to uſe that Geſture which we find moſt 
o Quicken us, and promote the Duty. And 
n Publick, out Behaviour muſt Conform to the 
ſage of the Church, with which we have Com- 
union. And with Company elſewhere, our care 
uſt be, fo to carry our ſelves, as to Expreſs 
Pur own Devotion, and not to Damp but Ex- 
ite the ſame in ot here. 

Holy Scripture doth not Limit us to one cer- 
ain Poſture of Prayer. Tho the moſt uſual, and 
beſt approved among all be Auceling. Our 
great Redeemer himſelf, Aueeleu down and Pray- 
d, Luk. 22. 41. And that for certain, is the 
beſt Pattern we can follow. If our Bleſſed 
ord ſo Humbled himſelf, the Greateſt man muſt. 
or much to come down ſo Low, 


K neeling nere ſpoil ' Sulk Stocking. Herb. 


If it hurt the Fiery, it will make him finer 

another way. But yet it is not Sinful ſome» 
mes, upon occaſion, to uſe another Geſture. 
Not only Proſtration or Lying along, as Numb. 
It. 25. Or Standing, as Mar. 11. 25. (and Luk. 
18. Ir, Even the humble Pablican, who would 
ot ſo-much as Lift up his Eyes to Heaven, 
e find in this Poſture.) But even Sitting, 
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ord, and Prayed ; (as there to the Chapter s 


2 


Txbs 


Is 2 Sam. 2. 18. King David ſate before e, 


nd.) So it is according to our 7ranſlatiof -; 


50 be Liberiy 
«Tho ſome think it denotes rather his Ad 
than his Poſture , in Prayer, with whom I liſt 
not to contend). | But again it is ſaid, r Avg; 
19. 4. Elijah Sate down under a Juniper tree, and 
Prayed. The Impotent man then, that is confined 
to his Bed or Chair, muſt not think it will Spoil 
or hinder his Prayers , Becauſe he doth not uſe 
his Knees. And when we are Walking in our 
Chamber, or on the Way, When Riding or 
Sitting, where we cannot Retire, and at the 
ſame Inſtant find an Occafion and Motion, to 
Lift up our Hearts to God, We muſt not with. 
hold Prayer , becauſe we want a Conveniency 
for. Kneeling. But let the Office ( rather than 
Fail,) be done, for that time, in thegPofture 5 
we are: And God will hear the Deſire of the 
Humble heart, tho' the Body be not Incurvate 
in the uſual Figure. When I am By my ſeff, | 
will not ſcruple to Pray Standing, or Walking, 
or Lying, it I find the work go forward in ſuch 
ways, as well as by Xneeling. Prayers are not 
ſo confined to the AMuees, but that as I may 
Keel, and not Pray, So I may Pray and not 
Kneel. Genufle&ion T account, indeed the Beſt, 
but not the Only Poſture of Prayer. 
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9 8 E C T. VI. 
The Liberty of »fing a Form or monk, 


HE Contending Parties in both Ex- 
1 rreains I think to be Miſtaten : Such as 
will allow of no Forms of Prayer at all, And 
or Wſuch as plead for Forms Alone, and will not En- 
he dure any other way of Praying. They that are 
againſt Forms, as ach, muſt reject the Prayer 
of the Lord himſelf, That Breviary of the Goſpel, 
is Tertumias calls it. A Prayer ſo Comprebenfive 
and Copious, as well as Compendious, that tho 
e may Enlarge upon it, we cannot ask More 
95 is included in it. A Prayer which few 
ts ot Chriftians have been fo wild, as to 
leave out of their Offres. Tho' we ate not 
bound Always to uſe it, yet ill to Pray after 
he Mawner as it preſcribes, Mar. 6. 9. And who 
in we think fo fit to inſtruct us, How GO 
ould be Prayed to, and Man prayed for, as he 
ho was Himſelf both God and Man ? I am ne- 
er more Eaſy and free from a troubleſome Con- 
ern about the Words of Prayer, than when 1 
Im making uſe of the Zord's- Prayer. And they 
hat find fault with it, as it is a Form, may for. 
ne ſame reaſon quarrel with the Scriptures, for 
deing a Form of Sound words. Nay, they may 
s well reject every Conceived Prayer, which is 
ndeed as much a Form to the Hearers, as if it 
ad been penn d or printed, and then Repeat- 
8 E 2 . 


3 


ed. Yea, I may know That to be a real Forn, 


I ſee not why it may not be ſuch, as well with, 


of the Heart ſtands not ſo much in the Copiouſ 
neſs and variety of Expreſſions, as in the extent 
and Elevation of the Afections. A Carnal man 


the Child of God abounds with holy and hes. 
venly Defires. And thoſe deſires I may expreß 
in Others words, or in my own : Premeditated 


Spirit either way. The one may do as well a 


from what Heart it proceeds, and how Earnell 
and Devout it is. My words are not to Mov 
Him, but my ſelf: Not to pull the Bayk to me, 
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compoſed by my ſelf, which ſome others take 
for an Extempore Effuſion. And ſo it may be 
only Ignorance in them, which makes it Accep. 
table with them, Becauſe they take it not to be 
Prepared by me, but to flow immediately from 
the Spirit in me. But to think that all Ser Forms 
are oppoſed to Prayer by the Spirit, is ſuch an 
opinion of Praying by. the Spirit, as I cannot 
comprehend. No Praying indeed is true and 
right, that is not Sapplication in the Spirit, i. e 
Through the Help of the Spirit of God. But 


as without a Form. Nor is the Spirit Limited 
by ſuch Forms, When as indeed the Enlargement 


may have a Fluency of good Words, But only 


of the , 


or Immediately formed : without Stinting 


the other: No matter which I take, So that 
T do it pertinently, and affeRionately,. For 


Words are but the Carkaſs of Prayer, The Soul 
and Spirit lies within. And the Searcher » 
hearts regards not ſo much, how it is Dreſt, ſſh 


but 


GEE 
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ut bting my Yeſe! to the Shore. And ſo 1 


e Hay uſe ſuch words, as I find fitteſt to Enflame 
be ny affections, that I may ſtand rightly diſpoſed: 
P- Who receive his Mercies. Whether I pray in a 
be t, or without, is the ſmalleſt matter to Him: 
ao that I Pray at all ind ,, And when J uſe the 


ook, am not Lazy and Formal, And when I 
ſe none, am not Rude and Proud, but till 
umble and Hearty.” To Pray, is a great deal 
ore than Saying of Prayers. There may be all 
he Words, without any thing of the Spirit of 
ut prayer. Whether I ſpeak out of the Book, or 
thut of my Memory, I may draw nigh to God 
tel Maly with my Lips Or I may ſo manage my 
Prayer, as to have it Sincere and Effectual, either 
But when ſo little is done by the moſt at 
prayer, and ſuch multitudes do live Prayerleſs, 
ot Calling upon the Lord at all, Little need to 
Ferplex the thing, or Afright any from the 
hrone of Grace, Becauſe they deliver not their 
inds juſt in our Rote of words. To diſgrace 
Book Prayers, may be the way to diſcourage the. 
noſt from all Prayer. If they muſt have no 
orms, they could (it may be) make nothing 
f it ; but Ramble and Babble, Truſting only to 
heir own Abilitzes. I think we ought rather 
0 Hearten men on, if they Own God in any 
vay of ſerious Worſhip, with Book, or with- 
ut, For tis according to what a man hath, that 
od Accepteth him. And he ſtands not ſo much 
pon a poor Chriſtian's Wording of his Prayers, 
1 When 


 . for the ſake of his Words. For how can: 
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When he ſees his Spirit E "Y and that hy 


offers the Beſt he has, doing Heartily, as in 
the Sight of God. We make a mighty matter, 


as to the way of ſome mens Wordiag things, 0 bl 
much Better than others. But alas, what e 
ſmall thing is this in the Eſteem of God > wha * 
Valueth and Judgeth men by ſomewhat elſe m 
The moſt Elaborate and exact Ex . th 


What wretched Barbariſms and hideous Targa 

would they be found, if ſeverely Criticix d up. 
on By Infinite Perfeflion > And wo be to the bel 
Speaker in the World, if he ſhould not be Heard 
and Accepted, on any other account, but only 


mouth-full of frail Breath: (tho Mogulated 
with never ſuch Art and Advantage . the 
Metive of all God's Mercy, and Man's Salvs 
tion? 

As much Streſs as ever ſome are pleas d to lay 
upon it, Twill not be ſo much enquir'd after in 
the great Day of Accounts, How we ufed to 
Expreſs our ſelves in our Prayers : As how out 
Hearts ſtood Affected to the Service. And then 
the Holy Livers ſhall be found aforehand with 
the Fineſt Speakers. And ſuch weakneſFand In- 
decence as.many a man would not Pardon, The 
' Fatber of Mercies will never Mention to then 
that Follow him , and Delight in him, as deu 
Children. | 
fe "equally: offends God, and Prop bana 
Prayer, who either reads it Careleflv in a Book, 
5 tumbles it Rudely out a his Breaſt. — 
% _ when 
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when I find that I can be Devout in the uſe of a 
Prayer- Book, and that I can Exerciſe as much De- 
votion,when I have »o Bool, that I can join Profita- 
bly and Comfortably with the Church Prayers,and 
with other Prayers: I am(in utfumg; paratus )with- 
out Scruple for all Prayer,that is offered with Hu- 
mility and Zeal to God, thro 7eſus Chriſt, for ſuch 
things , as in his comprehenſive Platform, he 
has directed and encouraged us to pray for. 
I will never believe, That an Eartbiy Father 
el can be Kinder than my Heavenly. And if my 
au natural Parent will take it in good part from me, 
ay when I deliver my ſelf to him, at well as 7 can, 
1 1 (Tho' I do not make a Starched Speech, or read 
rei all out of a Book, Jean he that knows out Frame, and 
wy bath Compaſſion on out Hifirmities, ( Pitying thim 
"it that fear Him, as a Father pities his Children,) 
fall out with me, becauſe 1 have not the Aua 
of Expreſſing my ſelf, as well as another? 
"oY When he knows T have a Careful Heart to Pleiſe 
ON him, and am for ſerving him with the Bel, and: - 
du do not uſe my own words, for the high Opinion 
ei that J have of the, above others, Bur becauſe” 
it another cannot expreſs my wants and deſires, ſo 
In- Agreeabh as I Gan my (elf, Who" beſt knows 
be where it pinches, riot, and whit I would be 
eu moſt glad to have, And becauſe I am afraid vf 
being a $/othful Ser an, to Bury any Talent in 
a Naphin, that my Lord hath lent me. T would 
ſerve him with my Underſtanding and Memo- 
ry, and Utterance, and all my faculties, as well 
a with my Affections: And if my Underſt:ad- 
"hy E 4 eng 


2 
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„% vie, 


ing cannot vye with ſome others, or their Words 
be Better than mine, Yet I think I am bound 


alſo to uſe : my Ou, and to do according to the 
Ability that God hathgiven me: Who, I am ſure, 
will not be Harſh and Stern with the Weakeſt of 
his Children, that ſhew their Millingneſi and 
Endeavours to pleaſe him, tho' they cannot do 
like ſome of the reſt. 87 5 | 
I my ſelf feel more Inclination, as I ſee more 
| Reaſon, ſometimes to give to a Beggar that is a 
ſorry Faultering Orator, than to another that 
ſpeaks ExaQly, in Mood and Figure. Tis not 
ſo much his Fize Words and Cadence as his 
Want and Miſery, join'd with Simplicity and 
Humility, that makes him an Objed of Charity. 
And I know, it is not ſo much for our Speech and 
the Words of Prayer, as for our Hearts, and the 
Spirit of Prayer, that He regards us, who will 
be worſhipped With our Souls and Spirits. 
We ſhould indeed Chuſe words to Reaſon 
with him: But when we compoſe ſomewhat of 
our Own, it ſpeaks our greater Care to be Accep- 
table. And Biſhop Hal (in his Devout Soul) 
| tells us, That a Stammering Suppli- 
Pag-11; aut may reach to a more eminent De- 
votion, than he that can deliver bim- 
elf in the moſt fluent and Pathetical forms of Elo. 
cution. Tis not to rake together a parcel of 
good Petitions, and ſeek to give them ſome 
Life in the Utterance ; unleſs we Draw. Nigh 
with a True heart in full Aſſurance of Faith. For 
it is Faith in God's Promiſes, that is the 1 8 
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dation of all our Prayers. And Prayer is but | 
Faith putting forth itſelf in a Flame of Deſires. 


God hears no impenitent Sinners, that Regard | 


Iniquity in their bearts, Let their words benever 
ſo fine and Appofite. And he rejects no Humble, 
Faithful Supplicant, be his Speech never ſo weak 
e Tho ſuch be not Floquent, they 
have words ſufficient to do their Bufineſs. Even 
Broken words will ſerve the turn, when they 
come from. a Broken heart, © Nie 
When going to Prayer then, I will remember 
I am going to my Father. And th6 I know a 
Son honours his Father, and ſo I will: know my 
Diſtance, and pay a profound Veneration, and 
Exert the beſt of my A4þztzes in his Service: 
Yet while I keep off from the Uncreaturely Bold. 


xeſs, I will not run upon the Unchildlike Stra Bn g 
eſs, To be curb'd with ſuch a Spirit of B 


dage, that I dare not Speak for my ſelf : Nor de- 
jetted with a Servile Dread of his lying at catch, 

to Trepan me in my words, if I do not place 

every one Aright. As if he were fo Inconſi- 
derate of my Frailty, or could carry like ſo Ri. 

gidan Enemy, to Caſt off me, and all my Suit, 
if there be but the leaſt word knockt out of 
Joint. At this rate, (did I liſten to the Teach- 
ers of ſuch a Gay Frightful Religion, I 
ſhould make it a more Dangerous thing to Pray 
to God, than to Keep away, and never come be- 
fore Him. But Lwill never be perſuaded, that 
the Father of Mercies has the Spirit of ſome 
Rough and Sowre Dottors ; Who yet can make 


* 


1 The Liber t 
as bold with God, in their Mameers, . as they 
think others do in their Prayers : And ate not 
ſo Strict in Tutoring their Neighbours. Tongues, 
but they can be as Lar in ordering their Own. 

I Tcannotqueſtion.in the leaſt, But. there have 
been many and groſs Abſes of this Way of Pray- 

ing; which, if rak'd together, may furniſh out 
matter enough for Satyr, and make abundance 
of work for any Dodor, or other, that has ſuch 
2 Talent, And tho' Stories ſeldom loſe in the 
reporting, by ſuch as are known to have a ſtro 
Byas, Yet let Commin's Hypoctiſy, and Meyers 
Villany both paſs without Contradiction, That 

the one could ſo Maſquerade it for the Pope, and 
the other Command good words, while bimſelf 
was Commanded by the Evil Spirit And to 
++ theſe 7wo let Twenty more be added of the ſame 
Stufiag: Twill but prove what none denies, 
That there have been Ill men of all Prezenfions. 
Satan himſelf can be Transformed into an Angel of 
Light. And one that was a Devil, had yet a 
Name among the Diſciples of Chriſt. But let 
Falſe Coin and Counterfeir Wares be Detected 
and Cry'd down: This is no Prejudice at all to 
that which is Current, right, and goed. Nor 
does my Undertaking. oblige me to anſwer for 
all the Cant, and Gibberiſh, Jargon and Imper- 
tinence, flowing from any ſhatter'd Heads, or 
wild Tongues, under pretence of Exereifing 
their Gs. Men may Hurt themſelves, even 
with God's Gifts, and turn their very Remedy 

to their Ruin. They may be proud of your 

| ew 


Fatber? And if he muſt not 


— 


New Words, as of New Cloaths. And there 


may be much more Pride than Devotion in the 


caſe, When we are aſhamed to Appear before 
the Lora, unleſs it be till in a New Dreſs. But 
if the Abuſes muſt lay an Zmbargo on the Uſe, 


I know not what Prayers then of any fort will 


be left us: Or what will become of the Com- 
mon Prayer it ſelf, but it muſt ceaſe to be Com- 
mon, or to be at all; becauſe many have made 
as Wretched work with that, as ever was made 


of Free Prayer. 


But T know ſome would heavily reſent it ſor 
a moſt 7yramnical Impoſition, To be tied up for 
ever medling with a Bottle of Wine, becauſe it 
has Happened with ſo many, That when the 
Wine was in, the Wit was out. This Docto, 
is not thereforę for Renouncing the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, becauſe he takes I% for an Advul- 
teration, which another Doctor calls a Yindica- 
tion of it. Holy things and Pearls will ſome- 
times light among Dogs and Swine. But yet 


they do not for that, Joke their Nature. The 


Things themſelves are not a jot the Worſe, tho 
the Prefaners of them are a great deal. Let 
thoſe that are Guilty anſwer for that. But why 
ſhopld the Children of the Kingdom be turn'd - 

out of their Privilege, for the fake of ſome ilfe- 
gitimate Iuteriepers, that have made Fryafrony 
upon it? Whither ſhould a Child go but to bis 
ſpeak a Word to 
him, but what he Reads out of a Form, Where's 


the Ingenuity and Freedom of 2 e and the 


Ba 
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Boldueſs. at the Throne of Grace? And what ad. 

vantage then of the Spirit of Adoption, above 
the Spirit f Bondage? Sure we may have Bold- 
'weſs and Aſſurance, without being Samcy and 
Malapert. And tho' it is not for a pitiful Wor 
to think of being Hail Felow with his Gloriow\ 
Mater: Yet I think it is an untowardly way of 
 Homwouring my Father, to take him for ſuch a 
one, that I Dare not Speat with him; or if but 
a word Amiſs, to think he would not Hear, nor 
© Forgive me. 3 | hy 1 
Deſires are the Wings of the Soul, on which 
it mounts up to Heaven; Prayer ſets them a 
working: But where are many Appendages, 
they'll be like but to Cumber and Clog the Mo- 
tion, which the more Natural, the more Free 
and Eaſy. Tho a dexterows Art may help Na- 
ture, Yet Grace added to both, is the beſt accom- 0 
plwKwiſhment, and the Crom of all. Prayer is God's fr 
Breatb in man. Herb. Nothing to be done in w 
| this matter, without the Spirit Helping our In- p 
firmities. And that I take to be what they call 
Praying by the Spirit, (whether with Book or E 
without,) when the good Spirit of God gives pl 
his gracious Guidance and Aſſſtance, for the true A 
and zealous performance, tho'not an immediate 
Inſpiration, to Dictate our Prayers. Therefore te 
ith all our Prayers, we muſt ſtill Pray for the 
ppirit of Prayer, that our Prayer may be Suppli- 
cation in the Spirit. And when it is but ſuch, it 
will have a Recommendation, that will help it to 
find Acceptance, tho! it be not ſet out in Per- 
fection of Stile. | In 
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in Private I am not ſo curious of my Words, . 


bur often let my Expreſſions Follow my Affecti- 


ons. And IJ may make à Continued Oration, 


or Break off and Pauſe, Lg begin — asT 


es phe 
) $4 * 4 


They * in Private by ne. . 
Ds Pray, may tate 8 
What Liberty they pleaſe” 
In chuſeng of the ways © 
. Wherein to mate 
* Their Souls moſl intimate Aller e 
Je Him that ſees in Secret, when 
7 þ are vel conceal'd fs other men. 
| Harv. Po. p I4: 


1 
In feb Retivarntnts weate out of the reach 
of any Maus, to carp at our Words : And free 
from all Concern, but to have our Hearts Right 
with God, who will not take offence at a Miſ- 
placed or Improper Word, When he hath the 
Heart Engaged and Buiſy at work in his Service. 
He calls That to draw nigh. to him in the firſt 
place, let the Tongue follow after as it can. 
And as it's moſt Natural, when our Mouths: 
ſpeak Out of the Abundance of our Hearts : So a 
few words that come Warm from the Heart, are 


more Valuable than Ten thouſand ſaid after 


another, or in 2 cuſtomary Round. | 

Sine Monitore, quia de Pectore Ora» Apol. e. 30. 
mus. Tertul. We are not Tald all 

that we muſt Say in our Prayers, — 4 . 


—_ 
my 
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fetch them out of the Bortom of out Heurt:. 
And he needs no 1 be he never 
ſo Weak, that has the Spirie of Cod, himſelf, 
for his Tutor, _ 

But when I am called to be the Mouth of the 
Company, I muſt be more Cautelous : eſpecially 
if they be Captions, and fuch as are apt to be 
ſecandalized, ſhould any thing drop that ſounds 
Unadvis'd. Tis good then to Forecaſt What to 
ſay, and How, in words pertinent and Becom- 
ing. And when the Zeart- Jndites a good mat- 
ter, the Tongue will be the Pen of a Ready Writer. 
Saitable Expreſſions are apt to fall in with Wel 
digeſted Meditations. 

I: confels that which the Dr. alledges may be 
an Inconvenience of the Extempore way, When 
he that Miniſters, hath his Mind takes ap ts find 
aut Words, it looks wore like Studying ts Pray- 
up; Beating the Brain, 2 ſhould be 

Drawing out the Aﬀettions, And 1 

_ Pag- 152 heartily Subſcribe to his Rule, That 
Pars pt gives the Soul Seope and 
Liberty to exerciſe and impley the hearts — 
and Devotion, That hob moſt effeftnaly belp and 
enlarge the Spirit of Prayer. But together with 
this, Th it be conſidered, That ſome are in 
more Concern and Pain, to be tied up to Others 
Words, than to be at Liberty to $ them- 
ſelves in their O]. Eſpecially when it is ſup- 
poſed, They are fuch as are Ac with 
the Holy 4 and all the Heads of Prayer, 
and have * Treaſure within them, or of 
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Matter, and fit Phraſes to dre it out. And when 

(as the Dr. expreſſes it.) They are 
not to fludy Fineſs, but Decency + Nes Fa 14. 
to Declaium' us Oratars, but to. ,, 48 1 
as men. \ Therefore, \methinks, they may tell 
their on Tale as well as they can, and not on- 
ly Read a Paper: Think of the Subſtance and 
Words toa, but not juſt ſay a Laſſon. A Judicious 
man ſure may ſpeak the Senſe of his Soul, and not 
fraught with Nonſence and Incelerenee, Confuften 
and Impertinence. Nay tho 4 Child of Ged may 

be of iſo. weak Parts a to fhew him,, Broten 
and incohenent, when put upon common Diſcourſe, 


(faith-Bulhop Hleptius Alm. Chriſt. p. 72.) Jer A 


engage him in Prayer, How doth he expatiate and 
enlarge; and bat a Torrent of Divine Rhetorick 

will he paur into the Baſam of God? F 
Vea the Dr. tells us, That where ' "x4 
God hath given Ability, be will be ige 143. 
ſerved by alt proportianable to it, and "BIG 
that our Parts ought to be employed in the worſhip: 
of God that: gawe them : Or elſe, nat wearing God's © 
Livery in hs own Service, we add Sacriledge to 
Profaneſs, and Strip and Starve our Devotions. 
Now what would he have? We Mu uſe our 
Parts, and we muſt Net. Where God hath; 
furniſhed; a Readineſs, and pertinence of Expreſ⸗ 
ſion, Yet muſt we not dare to Speak for our 
ſelves. or others > No nat a Word, but what is 
juſt ſet down for us on the Paper 2 Tho I am 
not accuſtomed to the Sudden Effwfions, (not 
finding in my ſelf a Sufficiency for that Ls” - 
| et 
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Yet I dare not from hence conclude,» That God 
hath given ſach Abilitiet to none. And where 
he hath given them; Muſt they be Reſtrained 


from the Uſe of them, becauſe I cannot do as 


they ? And muſt my Scantling be made a Rule 
to all, and the Meaſare which: none muſt offer 
to Exceed? 

The Dr. (i it mould ſeetn ) karh had the op- 


portenities which I have not had, to hear the 
Pretenders without Ability,” with their endleſs 


Repetitions, inſufferable' Nonſenſe, and Prayers 
full of Ramble and © Inconſequence, © which he 
counts of an Opiate nature, to caſt 


P. 27. one Aſleep. The Temptation, I 


confeſs, was never ſet before me. 


But if it were, I think it would more try the 


Strength of my Patience, than my Ability in 
Watching ; For I ſhould be too full of \Indigna- 
tion to Sleep. But Whatever Zxtravagancies 


have attended the thing, and tho it be the thing 
which I dare not pretend to be Maſter of my 
ſelf: Yet for the ſake of many of my 'Betters 
that have Appeared for it, and been Happy in 


it, I dare not Decry and run it down, as a 
Scandalous and Inſufferable practice: Nor ſo Limit 


the Holy One, as to conclude, He hath given to 
none, any more Sufficiency for it, than to my 


ſelf. But ſhall even leave it, as I find it in the 
Holy Scripture, Undecided, and at Liberty. 
And as our Saviour ſaid in another caſe, Let 
them Receive it, to whom it h given. But when 


1 ſee no Jus Divinum for Forms, or no Forms," 


152 auer 
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cannot but wonder at the Aſſuming 0 I 
thoſe men, that wil take fo — upon them, 
to Brand and Damm the one or the other, where; 
the Word LG; oY 955 not Anne the earn . 
either. 
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The Liberty of ing One gem e Another 


Eeing God hack not put all thevery ab img 
to my Mouth, Wherewithal I muſt Appear - 

before him, Iam left to Cbuſe for my ſelf, and may 
take words of my ownContrivingand collecting: 
Or ſuch Prepared and Fitted tomy hand, as I find 
moſt conducing to Miniſter to my Devotion. Vet 
here I deſign not to offer any thing tending tg 
Looſen what Authority has Bound: Nor to Cn. 
hinge the things that are Settled, as to the Li- 
turgy and Publick Offices of the Church; ; Which 
Thee not how any can Calumniate, without 
an ill Reflection on the Compilers, who died 
Martyrs of our Profeſſed Religion, and appro- 
ved themſelves the greateſt enemies to the Popiſh / 
Superſtition. Tho I dare not Idolixe any Form, 1 
nor make it Excluffve of all elſe, as if there were 
no true Worſhip, but that. I am fat from De- 
ſpiſing what the Dr. calls ſuch a 7reaſure of Ra- 
tional Devotion. And I believe many have & | 
Pique at it, not ſo much for any Exceptionabls * 
things in it, as for the ſake of ſome Admired . 
Perſons, act hear Speas SH 5. R 

| * ve 
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have long ſince teſtified my Aſſent and Conſent, 
to all that is therein Appointed: To allow it as 
True, and to Approve it as Good: Or, as Dr. 
Falkner gives his ſenſe of it, (Lib. Eccleſ. p. 96.) 

' That it may Warrantably, and with a good Cn. 
' ſcience be uſed. And J do till declare for it, as 
far as it is Appointed, i. e. for the Publict Service 
of tbe Church. But cannot think my ſelf ob- 
liged to Plead for this Form, to the Juſtling out 
of all other. When as indeed Other Forms alſo 
are Contrived and put into our hands, even by 
the Fathers of the Church. And Dr. Patrick, 
(now one of our Right Reverend Biſhops, ) 
in the Preface of his Book of Devotions for Fa- 
milies, thus freely delivers his Opinion, That 
the Reverence due to the Common-Prayer will le 
beſt preſerved, by employing it only in the Publick 
Divine Service ;( unleſs there's a Prieſt to Officiate 
in Private.) And that the Deſign of it, ui not u 3] 
furniſh People with Prayers for all thoſe particular ſre 
Oecaſtons, wherew Devout Souls ſhould make their ¶ wi 
Requeſts to God. And he appeals to the conſtant 
Opinion of pious Divines , That other Prayers 
are Neceſſary for the Flock of Chrift, Befides the 
Publick Liturgy. And I obſerve, that his Grace, 
the late Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Whoſe i De, 
Name I cannot mention without ſome mark oi lf to | 
Honour. Such a rich Perfume his high Deſerts ¶ Dig 
have left behind him. Who was upon conſtant I of 
and eminent Service of the Church; even all bis 
days: And his moſt Uſeful Learning and Ha- 
py Pen, flowing with Nervors Senfe, in the 4 

| fre 


mily-Worſhip"+ But refers to the Excellent Helps 


for this purpoſe; for thoſe that ſtand in Need of 
them, in the veel Books of Devorton, calewlared 
for the private uſe of Families, at well as for Se- 


tret. Prayer is our Cloſets, 'Tho' I Criminate 
none, who diſereetly collect out of the Litargy; 
to uſe in their Houſes, but commend all the Fa- 
milies, where this or any other Offices of God's 


true Worſhip; are Reverently arid Seriouſly per- 


formed: That F may not be guilty of the /mpo- 
g Humour, which I cenfure. ( Hane Veni am 


damds, Petiminſq; viciſim.) Let every one enjoy 


the kreedom, which the great Lord of all hath 
Alowedl them, YI VINE | 
Tho' God that r 
Blemifhes, would have thoſe of our Prayers as 
free from Matilatio# and Defect, as our Frailty 


will admit, Yer 1 do not expect to Join with = 


any Worſhip on Earth that is Perfelt. I am 
glad when 1 am concern'd in that which is Let 


Faulty, Aud the I would not make Invidious 


Compariſons, nor Cry up ſome Prayers, to the 
Depretiating' of others: Vet I mult make bold 


to tell the Br. Thar I have heard Biſhops and 
Doctors, and Divines 


Dignitaries, and many 
of this Cbarrb, (all very Learned and Pious,) 
Pray without the Book , both before their Ser- 
mons, and upon other Occaſions, And with 


ſuch a Rdrional and Rdiſed Devotion, as Kees | 


F z 


F PAT Of 
feſt Stile, will 03tige the World ever) as long 
as it ſtands. In his Sermon of Family-Religion, 
makes no mention of the Common Prayer for Fu- 


equired Socrifices without 


ig 
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been ſo far from Offenſivo and Grating, That it 
has been very Inſtructive and Edifying. 

And here I cannot but Reflect, with ſome 
concernment, on the Doctors Sharp Reprimand 

of Praying before Sermon, which he 
rag. 213. ſays, Put the Rule of the Church, 
* firſt out of Uſe, and then ont of Coun- 
tenance. And that it is a-Senſeleſs and Abſurd 
practice; After the Church bas Iren near for an 
FTour rogether, Praying for all that is Fit. And, 
That the Bidding- Prayer, againſt all Lam and 
Reaſon, ij Fuſtled out by this Upſtart Puritanical 
Encroachment, which u a Confernting * the Pha: 
nat iets. 

How deſperately doth he Strike Sin at his 
Fathers and Brethren, peradventure the Moſt 
and the Beſt of this, Church, That are not to 
Learn even of this Reverend Dr. either to Preach 
or to Pray? And I may add, Nor to Obey the 
Canons neither: Tho, I am told, he Learn'd 
this at a very Advantageou Seaſon ; ; Yet what 
if I can point him to ſeveral Canons, that he doth 
not think Convenient to be ſo Punctual an Ob- 
ſerver of, in his Pariſh 2 And muſt the very 
Name of Bidding Prayer make this Canon 
more Binding, and Bidding and Commanding a- 
bove all others? (Like as One Canon in a Ca- 
 thearal, may be more Imperious than all the Reſt.) 
But if Cuſtom has made the Bidding-· Prayer, 
(at leaſt, in his ſenſe of it,) as Uafaſhionable as 
the Standing-Collars,and PꝛieſtsCloaks, 


5 Rather let him Pelt me for following my * 1 


N 


Ae e 
than I'll make my ſelf an Autict, Ridiculous to 
all, (but ſome Starched Dons, ) for Appearing 
ſill in the Ol tiff Ruff. Vet, (with Submiſſi- 
on to Wiſer Judgments, ) I offer it to Second 
Thoughts, Whether he in his heat and Trau- 
ſport has not wrackt the Canon beyond its genu- 
ine drift and intention, For I do not find, that 
the Form there „ ee „is Abſolutely 
Enjoin'd, So that the Prayer be but | To that 
Effect,] and as bꝛiefly as conveniently the 
Preachers may. Of which Converiency, I 
think themſelves are the Fitteſt Judges, or elſe 
they are not Fit to be Preachers. And if they 
find it not Convenient to be fo Brief at one time, 
as at another, I ſee not but the Canon leaves 
chem at Liberty, For even that which, in ſome 
to Ears, ſounds like a ſtrict Limitation, in my 
Judgment, gives a fair Latitude for Variation 
and Addition, and ſhews that the Canon does 
d not Impoſe an Indiſpenſible and Unchangeable 
at Vorm, but only Direct to ſome Heads, that 
h ould not be left out. When it is faid, | In 
b. this Fozm, or to this Effect, as bꝛieſly as 
ry conveniently they may. | Doth not this 
on leave Room to Vary and Enlarge, beyond the 
bare words of Prayer expreſt in that Canon 2 
For if T were Bound ſtill to keep juſt to: that 
Dey Form, and ſpeak Nothing more than is 

there Mentioned ; it would admit of no Magis 
and Minus, nor any thing elfe to be brought in, 
tho" never ſo Conveniently and Briefly $ And - 
run it up to the Super- Conforming Height, again 
all Law and Rete indeed, "; 3 But 


Bur if it be ſo Sexſeleſs and Alſurd, te Pri 
Fee Sermon , Becauſo all that is Needful ba 
een 'asked Before: To what Senſe then is it, 


That the Church and the Xing muſt be Prayed 6 
for again, ( as the Canon preſcribes, ) When it Ml * 
has been done Three or Four times before? Nay C 
why then muſt the Lord . Prayer be Repeated h 
anew, to Shut pp the Biading- Prayer, when it 5 
has been Uſed alſo as many times the ſame oF 
Mornings? | | 3 
But he cotnplains not of another New Mode, Wl ©* 
gs much Prevailing among a ſort of Divines, 4 
and whereby the 774% Prayer is, I ſay not I © 
only Equally Juſtled out, but a great deal more 1 
piſed. And that is, When only à Cold u U 
pſed before Sermon: (And it may be, the Col. ot 


le& which was uſed Twice the ſame Morning 
before): Whether it be, That ſome think they 85 
have Often enough Prayed for the Xing before; 5 | 
and do not care to uſe his Name any more than F q 
needs they muſt ; Or that they are ſo little uſed Ml © 
to ſpeak for themſelves to God, they have no- 
thing to ſay without the Book ; Sure they are 
as Uncanonical in Unger-doing, as others in 0. 
ver- doing. Nay, they more groſly Folate the 
Canon, who do not at all Pray Co the Efiec 
there mentioned, Than thoſe that do Pray Ci 
that Effect , But only ( as ſome think) it 
more Words than Needs. 
I have heard the People complain of their La 
3 do ſo flight and Cartail Prayer be- 
MP, £4 
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Sermons that look ſo Bald and Nate: And at 


the Men too which, they think, do fo little 
Give . themſelves to Prayer, That they are 
aſhamed to ſhew how Awkward they are at it: 
Or at leaſt, betray what little Xindneſs they 
have for it. But if ſome call this Modeſt and 
Humble, Let them take it by that ZZandle, and 
I will, think with them as far as ever I can; 

Where the men are Grave and Serious, Holy 

and Devout , I will Cenſure my ſelf a hundred 
times, before I will throw one Cenſure at any 
ſuch. Yet for ſome others, when I know the 

men, and their Communication; ſuch as uſe tg 
talk as if. they were no Sacred perſons © Their 
mouths more tun'd to Carfing than Bleſſing , 
and they more for Potting than Praying : I can» - 
not for my heart, count it the Vertue and 
Grace of empty Whifflers , that 1 hear no more 
of their Prayers. I ſhould eſteem it theſr Mo- 
deſty indeed, Not to Contradict themſelves in 
their Prayers, if they did it not in their Preach- 
ing neither. But from hollow Formaliftfs who 
can expect any EFffufrons , unleſs ſome Overflow- 
ings of the Gall > And 1 do not wonder at all, 
if they Pray not as if they were Iuſpired, who 

can Live as if they had not been 'Chrift ned. 
They may catch up ſomewhat made Ready to 
their Hands, that did Cot rhem nothing, But to 
Compoſe any thing of their own, They will not 

t 


make By o be ſo Diligent, nor to Condemn 


ſome of their Superiors, that ptactiſe other- 
wiſe, To Strive in Prayer, They are for Lea- 
8 P44: wing 
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wing off ſuch Contention, before it be Medled with, 
It is a Fervour that does not agree with their 
+ Conſtitutions. ' They will not get themſelves 
' #Zeat, unleſs it be in Raſſying againſt it, and ery- 
ing out moſt Fragically, of the Fanaticiſm and 
Faition, the Pride and Ofentagion that attends 
it. Abuſes, I confeſs, from Which it is not ex- 
empt, any more than the Common-Prayer- Book 
it felf is Privileg'd from. being Thumb'd, and 
ſoil'd with filthy Fingers. But we are not there- 
fore conſtraind to throw either away, becauſe 


* 


they have been ſo unhappy, to ſuffer ſnamefully, 


by falling into I hands. 


* 


And methinks, it might give ſome Check to 
| Epiſcopal men, (eſpecially it in the Miniſtry,) 
or Running down the Gift ef Prayer ſo un- 
maerrcifſully, as to affirm , That the 
Pag. 157 whole Devotion of all that pretend te 
Ns it proceeds from no other principle, 
but only a Love to hear themſelves Talk. And 
that a Spirit of Pride, Faction, and Sedation is 
the only Spirit which theſe Impoſtors do really and 
; | indeed pray by. And r hat the Intoxi- 
fag. 150. cating, Bewitching, Cheat of Extem- 
gore Prayer has been all along the De- 
vil Maſter piece, and prime Engine to overthrow 
our Church by, And therefore it ought by all means 
to be Exploded and caſt aut of every ſober, and 
well governed Church. Methinks, I ſay, it 
might a little Cool ard Pacify all this Heat and 
Rant againſt the Gift of Prayer, That its Cauſe 


| 1 7aJ 
has been openly Eſpous'd and maintain: * 
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„Very Learned and Pious Docfor, after made a 
r WW Right Reverend Biſbop, and one that fo much | 
s Adorned the Seat he held: ( Tho peradventure, 7 
'- WH Somebody that is out of Humour, may ſpeak ass 
d ſcornfully r Ne of Another, who 
s WH was lately the higheſt of the Zpi/- | 
- copal Order in this Church : a is ri 
row further than ever out of the en 
d Reach of all ſuch Malevolent Detractors, as 
indeed before his much-Lamented Death could 
ſe Wl only ſhew the Teeth which they knew not 
7, MW where to Faſten, and went tormented with this 
Vexation, that he whom they Stomach'd fo 
o much for that which (if a Fault, ) he could 
) cot help, his Prince's Kindneſs ; had Learning, 
1- W Worth and Goodneſs that made him too great a 
he Match for them all, and left them no Room, 
ta but only to Diſhonour themſelves, in attempt- 
e, ing to Leſſer Him. When no Charge could 
be found to ruin his Reputation, but his Mode- 
is ration, That he ſhould offer to make it known ro 
ed MY a men, and let the World ſee, that he would 
i- never be one of the Jehu's, to keep pace with 
ſuch Hot: ſpurs, as could never Forgive him, if 
but for that near Similitude on i 
which was founded his Inviolable züge. an. P * 
Friendſhip with the Excellent Per. 
ſon J am going to quote; ) who oubliſh'd ar an. 
accurate Diſcourſe concerning the Gift of Prayer ; 
and therein tells us, That Miniſters are more 
| Wl e/pecrally concetn'd in this G ift, and that. it is the 
4 greater Fault and Shame for them to be without it. 
q And 
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Aud if it be a fault not to flrive and labour after | 
it, How much more to Jeer and deſpiſe it, by the ; 
Name of Extempore Prayer, and Praying by the il © 
Spirit > Which expreſſions ( ſays he) as they are ll © 
frequently uſed by ſome, men, in way of Reproach, 4 
art for the moſt part, a _fign.of 'a prophane heart, 6 
and of ſuch as are altogether ſtrangers to the Power ö 
and Comfort of this Duty. And if any think 5 
this to be but one great Doctors opinion, It were ( 
eaſy to produce vaſt numbers that have made 1 
this Church as famous as any that ever liv'd in | 
it, alike. minded. And tho' I pretend not to 0 


acquaintance with many Biſbops, any further 
than by their Writings; yet thoſe with whom 
in my Time, I have had opportunity to be moſt 
concern'd, diſdained not to ſigniſy their Favour 
this Way : Whatever Sons of the Church think 
fit ro Decline and Reproach it. And I cannot 
reckon it any Honour to our Spiritual Fathers, 
to make people believe, that they are generally 
againſt it: or would Impoſe the Common Prayer 
in Defiance of all elſe. As that muſt not be 
Neglected, fo the Miniſters Talent ſure ought 
not to be Napkin'd, But upon occaſion he is to 
ſhew, That he is fit to ſpeak out of his own ſtock 
for his People unto God, as well as to ſpeak (0 
from Ged to the People. 3 
But to what a Note above Ela has he ſtrain d 
the String, whom even the profeſſed Vindica- 
tors of our Liturgy cannot come a- near? When 
the famous Mr. Mead, even where he is Juſti- 
fying the Uſe of Set Forms, for all ſuch 7 
„ | ions 


ſons as they ſerve for, Yet thus ends that diſ- 
courſe, If any ſudden and une xpẽ,lt 
occafion happen, for which the Charch 1 . . 01 
cannot provide, The' Spirit of ber 
Miniſters is Free: Who will forbid them in ſuch a 


caſe, to ſup 
Form, which the Church could not provide for in 4 
Set Form? With whom Dr. Falkner ſets in, 
(Lib. Eccleſ. p. 129. ) Nor doth the Eftabliſh- 
ing a Form for the Publick Office of the Church 
deny the Liberty in due place of uftng ather Prayers, 
according 
Cburob. 5 
A Chriſtian that cannot Pray, ( ſays the good 
Biſhop, ) how much more a Miniſter, ) # lite 
an Orator that cannot Speak, or a Traveller that 


mos 


Armour: And for a Soldier to be without any Skill 
WY is the Uſe of his Arms, i both an Unſuitable, and 
a Dangerous condition. And what he there 


J ſpeaks of the Advantages of this Gift, and the 
0 Inconveniencies of its Want to Private Chriſti- 


ans, is ſtill more applicable to him that is the 
Mouth of the People. viz. To be able upon all oc- 
, cafions to relate their Condition, according to eſpe- 
aal circumſtances and ſeveral Emergencies. Or 
| elſe 'when ſurpriz'd by any ſudden Exigence, or 
4 lying under any great Strait, wherein vo Help i 

to be expected but from the Hand of God: To be 
at a Loſs what to fay, without baving recourſe 


proper reference to the particular occafion ; ) How 
CER 31-4 5,” Þ- * O_—_— 


of PRAYER Ys. 
py that by a Voluntary and Arbitrary _ 


to the praftice of ours, and the: Ancient 


cannot go. This Gift is a part of our Spiritual 


to ſome preſeribed Form, ( which perhaps has mo 


ich I take to be rather, e 


| Inconvenient and prejudicial will this be, to lye un- 
| der ſuch a Diſability of Expreſſion? s? 
- The Readineſs of Expreſſion and. Enlarging our 
Defires in fit manner, That, he calls the Gift of 
Prayer, Tho ſome, I know, would have it to 
_ conſiſt in thoſe Pious  Diſpoſitions within us, 
Spirit of Suppli- 
_ cations. For ſure we ought to Diſtinguiſh the 
one from the other. However it is Poſſible for 
them to ſtand together, and moſt Lovely they 
are in Conj unctiou: Yet one may have a Praying 
HFleart, that hath not a Yoluble Tongue ; And 
again, another may Roll in apt Expreſſions, that 
is a Stranger to the Spirit of Supplications. 
Nov tho' it is not for the Weak to put them- 
ſelves upon Service above their Strengrh, Vet 
it looks ill, -when men are Fluent on other Occa- 
ſions, and only Tongue- ty d at their Prayers: 
When they paſs for good Speakers, every where 
Elſe, but are Down in the mouth at the Throne 


of Grace. This ſpeaks a Defect that is ſuſpi- 


cious to be not only their Calamity, but their 
Impiety. Indeed the very Senſe of Want and 
Pain, where prevalent, will open the Mouths 
not otherwiſe Eloquent, and ſometimes ſuggeſt 
and dictate things above their common Capa- 
city. As a Malefactor, tho no Orator, yet when 
Begging for his Life, will find Words Significa- 
tive and Moving. However many may often 
need the aſſiſtance of Boots and Forms: And 
whoever find their caſe better Expreſt by others, 
than they know how to do it themſelves, 18 
Vet ea arty th 4 their 
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- WE their Liberty: 
ſtead" of Scrupling to KA Others words, m 


Thank God for — Advan to warm their A 
Aﬀedtions, and We 5 


's 
f Hearts, and'raiſe their 
0 | 
their Devotions... 
It makes my Prayer ceiefivr better nor worſe; 


pre me: Or whether by recollection,” fetch 
them out of my Memory, which is (as the Bi- 
ſhop aſide, but a _ of e, . 20 


To Read or ſpeak by nies: FLA * N 81 


55 
| Be epd idee be Beſt way 
or me to take, whichſoever it be; that helps 
me to Pray moſt pertinently, humbly, faithfully, 
and fervently. Some can Pray better with this 
- Worm, ſome with that, and ſome with none. 
0 Therefore Let eyery 
5 

| 


ſelf to Prayer, conſult his own Fxperience, and 
Enjoy his Liberty, to take that way which he 
ads Beſt for himſelf. There is an Abrideing 


g well, or Better without it. There is a Growth 
el I Knowledge and Grace, as well as in Bodily 


- MW whether my Eyes take words off the, Paper be- | 


Is all alike to bim that Prat | 
Mithin Heart, what with bis Moth he fays. 
". we” ng [ W dl "> e 5 ee. 


Devout Chriſtian that 
makes Conſcience of Worſhip, and gives him- 


* ourſelves, that gives Check to our Improve- 
ment: And T am not tied always to uſe this ve- 
1 Staff or any at all, If L find dehnt I. can do as 


0 Stature and * And . Sutes of W 


this Service wherever we find them. 
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as well as Sutes of Cloaths may be 04. 


grown. As Piety brings me upon my Knees 
then, So Prudence muſt 4dapt my Words, 
Tho Old words, it's true, may be uſed: with 
New Affections, and ſerve as well where the caſe 
is the ſame: Yet there are ſome New Orcafions 
. of my Life that call for a New Song. And 
where the Expreſſions as well as Affections are 
New, and the beſt that we can fetch out of out 
Treaſure, It ſpeaks the Value which we put up- 
on our Benefattors favours, That we prize them 
more than to mention them ſtill in the ordinary 
Rote. We count it not only Flat and Dilute, 
but Contemptuous and S/ighting, to ſpeak after 
that Manner, to our great Friends on earth 
How much more concern'd ſhould we be to 
Appear before the Greateſt and Beſt of all which 
is in Heaven, with ſomewhat to expreſs: out 
higbeſt Regard of Him, and his Blefſings, and 
alſo. our moſt Careful Hearts to. approve out 
ſelves Senſible and duly Aﬀetted > Of which our 
Speech is the Indication: And fo that we Ex- 
preſs our ſelves to the purpoſe, it matters not 
whether the words be our own, or Borrowed, 
from one or another : We may Preſs them into 
But 
poor weak Chriſtian, whoſe Parts and 


thou 


Abilities are not equal to thy Zeal and Piet, 
When thou art Moved to Pray, and haſt but s 
Praying Heart, O take heed that thou never 
Forbear thy Prayers, for want of Words at 


Command, to Set them off. For if thou couldſt 
ME 50 


not ſo much as Read, or Speak at all; Vet thou 
might'ſt Pray. And tho thou haſt not a Fluency 
of Speech and Choice of Expreſſions, in a Rea- 
dineſs, (which indeed are Gifte more for the 
Service and Edification of others, than for any 
Saving Benefit to the Owrers:) Vet throw and 
Proftrate thy ſelf before the Lord, and Try to 
make ſomewhat of it, in opening the ſenſe and 
the Deſires of thy Soul, at the Throne of 
Grace, or Doing as thou Canſt, where thou 
canſt not as thou Would'f: And thou may'ſt 
do &en- as well without the Flowing Utterance 
and Elocution ; Vea peradventure, Better: Be- 
cauſe thereby thou art kept Zumbler, and ſo 
ter for his Acceptance, who to this man will 
Look, even to him that is Poor and of a Contrite. 
* and der at his Nor. 


S8 rr. VIII. 


The Liberty of Varying our Prayers, as to o the 
Parts and Words. 


H E ofual Method of Prayer i is Confeſton, 
Petition, and Thankſgiving. Yet we are 

not in every Prayer, tied up Juſt to this Order. 
We may ſometimes omit one of the Parts, or 
put the Laſt Firſt, or only Beg, without Expli- 
cite Confefing our Sins, or Bleſſing the Lord. 
Tho! we are Bound to all theſe things, yet not 
at all Limes that we make our Prayers. We 
may lust but upon one Point, and * not 
aim 
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80 3233 Liberty 1 
Maim or Mangle our Devotions: According 
as we are particularly Diſpoſed in our Minds, 
or preſt with any particular Occaſſons in our 
Lives. That which at this Time, we find we in 
have moſt Need to do, or are fitteſt for the do- ¶ tic 
ing, To do it Heartily will ſuffice, and find Ac- i 
ceptance, Tho every thing be not mentioned I. 
that belongs to a Full Prayer. It is not a Guilt ¶ ne 
at which we need to Deje& our ſelves, | for 05 
Curtailing and Diſmembring our Offices, When 1 
we leave out ſome Part, and are Intent upon Ml e! 
another, in which we think our ſelves Now 
more immediately Concerned,  'Tis: well, and 
indeed'a great Attainment, in which we may 
Hug our ſelves, If we can diſpatch but any one 
Part, with ſerious and fervent Devotion. Tho 
the Enumeration and Confeſſion. of our Sins, 
with Confuſion of face and Compunction of 
hearr, to Humble us before the Lord, and pre- 
pare us for his Pardon and Grace, is of the 
greateſt uſe for poor Obnoxious Sinful Creatures: 
Yet in our Lord's own Form there is no Confeſſion, 
but only what is Tacit and Implicite: As where 
in asking for Daily Bread, we acknowledge our 
Wants and Indigence: In begging Forgzveneſ; 
of our Treſpaſſes, we acknowledge our Guilt 
and Wickedneſs: And in Praying not to be 
Led into Temptation, we acknowledge our 
Weakneſs, and how prone we are of our ſelves, 
to go all to Naught : And alſo that we Deſerve 
the Puniſhment, which we Pray to be Delivered 
from. So that altho' we ſhould be us'd and Lo, 
7 | forward 
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"Ben a Trofiios and Deſi tin in biw 
97 5 to Offend I Loſe. iy ng doch 

_ and ſtriving in all things, to ese e Him. And 
as it. 45 our Reaſonable Service, ad the moſt. In. 


1 Diſpoſition of Soul © 76. well as the 
weetelt Solace of on Liy es, The 43 57 ay 
55585. of oor fe jon, 3; e Joyful Em. 
ploy ment of x ſſed Spirits, above, thus. to 
1 Oblerye and Recount, to. Patticularite 15 
Y Me goify. 0 Favours of, DAT, hae Alva 
its the roſt ; Decent Begging , of 100 
Waarh and our prudential 8 1 5 
| Goodneſs 5 God, to run on ſtill in, i ſane 
Channel: 1 9 his Benefits there f . 
- beſt placed -M fey ar, moſt. Gratefully of 
Reſented. h then 6 be in care not to ch 
leave Undone; : e not fay that ur thi 
are bound to de Wa e every! time A 


we Pray 
So 1 i it looks mi oft e fort the Goty; nd 
Se, to. n fon! 55 fle 
"Holy Majeſty offended, og e they Ark, w 
Acknowledge. haw vnworthy. they, are to K. 
(ceive : and make Ph Confejfion ons th Intri 
dation to their Prayers: Yet; A Git man, well 
vers d in theſe marrers, The Right. Reverend 
"Biſhop Hal, (in an Epiſtle 9 75 C 
tinual exerciſe of. 6 Chriftian to. Fe I heart, 
© gives this Advice, To begin our. rayers. wit 
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. Goodnels to us, and the 
"ſtil he has done for us, 
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vouts with which he on to Oblige us. To 
be in Thankſgiving firſt, and thin" in, Requeſts. 
And to Bethink e Hur ſelves, Ho- Unworthy 
we have walk'd of ſuch Mercy, and to 510 
our Abuſes of his Kindneſs and Love, may prove 
an effectual Method to Melt und: Dieu os 
hard and ſtohy Hearts: That laying to heart, 
ho Good he has been to us, and how wretch 
edly we have Misbehav'd-our ſelves, and carried 
moſt ill ro the Be of Farberr, be : Goodneſs of 
God may lead the" to Repentane; Now they: that, 
vpon'tridl, find the Beer of this courſd, are 
Free, to take it And 1 ſhalk dit think it Fre- 
poferous in my Prayers, To deſtuer my ſelſ Hi 
of that u hien ſies moſt upon my Spirit, and 
chiefly Affects my Heart, pe — it be Goo 
things to be : Or Sins or Mercies to be 
Ackflowledgecd? F take it for a'\Diredion and 
Call, to Bexin with that which I'am\iſa Ful of, 
and in Pain till I have pouted it out; Aer 
it may ſeem to vert the common Order. 
And if yon male uſe of Anorher's Form, 
You muſt not think your ſelves obliged 
ry Word, and to take 44 befvre von But may 


alter or add. or leave out, as Diſcretion ſhall 


ſuggeſt, or you Judge fitteſt ſor your purpoſe, 
They that ate Converſant with God have a. 
Tac for Spitit#al things, as well as tor their 
common Food, To Diſtinguith between better 
and worſe. \ And then they are-not Bound to 
take all that they find; ind to ſwallow that 
which they do not a 1: But may pick out 

G2 | the 
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XN ts Book; ne 1 * is N 
able; and let the reſt alone; gad make 
with what they ſind moſt Gaatgful to t 
Beneficial for them. #4 0 ia ava 
Ven he that is to be the le in bis 
wich others, may Change his Prayers, ace 
td che Company, without being a ſinſul. Ar 
{oro vor Mav-plegſerc Tho it is the ſame 25 
Jpeak to every Where, Vet; the Wants and 
Humours of men are ſo egceding Different, 
that what moſt Tales with ſome is as much D/- 
by others: Aud tho 2 to 8 
with them to Harden or Hurt them —. 
not oate ſo much to Pleaſe: I not be 
check d by the Company, nor et my Devotion 
flotter among thejn, i ,of flying up to 
Heaven, nor Regard any Men comparably to 
the Great Gad, But Graſe from Man whoſe breath 
& in hi noſtrils, for wbereis i he. — be. accounted 
of Let there is a Lawful Becaming al things, 1M 7 
all men, and Pleaſing all for ee Good to Edi 
cation. And I muſt give no Juſt Offence to 
However ſome may be Offended at that 
which i is not en Vet · if I Know it 
to be Diſtaſtefal, I would not offer it, if I could 
well avoid it, I would not Obtrade, upon them 
the Food of their Souls ſo Cook a, as == can. 
not Abide it. But give them the fame ching, in 
another Yebicle and Preparation. \ Aud that not 
to be applauded by them, or:to Ingratiate my 
ſelf with them: But to be moſt Uſeful to them, 


and beſt to ſerve; mw Ends of Religion is 
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cem! And upon this account, 1 ſeruple hrt. 
ſometimes, to Vary my ers, according to 

the Genu and Jnelinkrion: ew the Company with 
whom I am to Pray. For two — | 
be both of them Pious and well diſpos d, And 
yet the one all for that N which the other = 
as much Ag And 1 Jabs no Scruple of 
Conſcience againſt either w. If then would 
not but E them, 1 muſt rake the way 
which I perceive-to be moſt Agreeable. That 
they may heartily Cancur with me, and that my 
Prayers may not be an Rive en liber 0 
but of their Hera, | 
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Prayer. And whenever we have a Heart to : 
Pray, God hath an Ear to attend it. Earthly Wil c 
Kings, it's true, are not always to be ſpoken Wl -: 
with. Courtiers themſelves cannot have the r 
Princes Ear when they Will. He can never WM w 


Hear all his Subjects Cries; and it is but rarely 
that he Hears avy. And ſometimes hen be 
doth, He is only Exaſperated at the Petitio. 
ners, and had rather they would let him alone. 
And we our ſelves uſe to put off the Beggan 
that preſs often upon us, Telling them how 
Lately they have been with us, and twitting 
them with the Courteſies they have ſo many 
times Received from us. We make that which 
We have done already, an Excuſe to hold our 
Hands. Such is the Tmperfettion of Mortals 
and the 7ndigence of Creatures, that we are N. 
red out, to be Long Urged: ud our ſtock 
will be Exbauſted by frequent Diſtribution. But 
Gad whoſe Underſtanding, Power, and Lore 
are as Infinite as Himſelf, is ever at Leiſure to 
Hear us, and can receive no manner of Diſtu. 
baxce from all the. Throngs of Seekers. Tho 
every Creature all over the Uaiyerſe..ſhoul: 
Call upon him at the ſame Moment, ( as by 
their Wants and continual Need of himy..the 
all do:) His Ears are till Oe to them Al 
For as all the World is no more trouble to Hin 
than if it were but One man - So every particy 
lar Man is as much Minded. by Him, as 
Fhat man were all the World, And. equal t 
"6 Koowledge gf u pur, Waiks:1f hi, 906 


nn e 
and [nclination to do for all his Petitioners. 


) 

come as oft as we will, He will look the Swee- 

„er upon us. At any Time he is Ready for us, 

e To receive our. Suits, and give Audience to 
that we-have toſay. Nay, fe makes his Gifts 

e Motives.gf more, and goes on to do, be- 

ci caule he has done much A/ready. So that his 
„Experienced | Bounty, is his. People's Argument © 
to Speed, And even from what they have had, 

s Wl they. Plead for what they would have. Gen. 

vi 32- 10, 11. Mercy and Truth thos haſt ſhewed 1 

% Servant. Deliver me I pray thee. And /. 

7. 9, Thou haſt been my Help ; Leave me not, 

0 i neither Forſake we, O God, of my Salvation. _ 

ul We have no Excuſe then ever to keep off from | 
ls, God, As we are ſhy of Viſiting our Friends too 
f. N thick, leſt they ſhould be Sick of us, and We-. 
ci ry to do us Good. God hath not only certain * 


Times of Hearing, As Sabbaths and Holy-days, 
and ſuch and fach Critical Junures, appointed 
ſor the purpoſe. No Time is Unſeaſonable to 
Vikt Heaven with, our Prayers. Evening and 
Morning , Noon and Midnight, the Gates lye 
open to us. If we be there every Day, and e- 
very Hour, we ſhall find no Repulſe, but ſtill 
the better Welcome. 7 AZ day long our Heart 
v in our Knee, Herb We are not Limited, Go 
as oft as we will, it is no oftner than we are 
Called, For the Word is, Pray without Ceafing. 
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Abi, this Tuerh of Pate, Toftead 
Ake n rer if wa” e Aly 
Praying , The Time is not at our Diſps- 
— f, nor have we the Liberty ever to Leave 
Hay Nay „ jnftead of offering us 2 gracious 
Liberty , This 8 i Load us with a 
Hard Neceſſity , that carries in it an 4 7998 
For how can any man in the World — 
ways e I anſwer , The Apoſtle cannot here be 
underſtood, as enjoyning us {o to Pray, that 
ve ſhould do Nothing elſe Becauſe one Duty 

myſt not  Iuterfere with another, nor Juft 
| out all the reſt, Aud we have many other 
mdtilings to do beſides Praying. Therefore it muſt 
be ſoftened ſo as to require of us only what 
we can well perform. And that is, To keep 
our ſelves till in a Frame and diſpoſition! for 
Prayer, that we may be Ready, upon alf Occa- 
lions, to fall into it. Fot as Bp. Hal inſtructs 
us, [ Devout Soul, p. 10.] Devation ix wot on- 
an Al { Hacal Prayer , But the Habitual diſpo- 
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fition of a holy Soul ſweetly cover fing with "God, 
ii all the Forms of a heavenly (yet awful) Fami- 
liarity, and a Conſtant entertainment of our ſelves 
here below with the God of Spirits in our ſan i t 
tified thoughts mad affeft;ons. Tis true, The the 
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Sacrifice muſt not be evermore Adtually in the 
offering, But the Fire of Devotion ever Burs-. 
ing on the Altar of the heart, And no day 
muſt we Intermit our Times of Praying, but 
go on in u Courſe of Prayer, without Fain- 
ting: "and let its Returns be as: Conſtant as 
our "Meals." And as after our Dinner, we have 
done Eating for that Nu: Hut ſhould we 
Ceaſe to Ba, we muſt Ceaſe to Lives So' 
prayer being 4 part of our Spiritual Suſte- 
nance; e are every day to make our Mair 
of it, but ever have done with it, till we 
have no d to be Pardoned, 'Norlantr to 
be ſupplied, Thar is, till we have attained 
to ſuch Perſection, as is not in this Liſe te 
tainable. We muſt. not Give over, th we 
have not ſtraight every thing that weAsk: «But 
keep our ſuits on the File, Depending at tlie 
Throne of Grace. And as ſome Denial and 
drawing back, does but bet the importunate 
Suiters veſt t So if the Lord ſeems ſome. 
times to Caſt us away ##' Diſpleaſare, Vet ud 
muſt take no Denial, nor be Weary of well 
doing; But renew and Double our Requeſts ; 
For in Due time we- ſhall rap, if we Faint not. 
Still we muſt Examine ourſelves for the 0b. 
ſruftionz and ſtrive to Amend the maiter in 
the next Prayer. And then we may take every 
Second Prayer, for an awer to the 8 | 
and contchige,” That he who gives us the © 
Grate "to * Pepe, Favonrs our 2 Mea 
the * ern which 9 
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asked. Fo 
Ude the Liberty granted then, ind 980 5 to 

Pray in Hopes to Speed: Seele every day, That 
you may not be {; hes SerDag you your Laft dy. | 
Some have more Leiſure, - and; they ſhould be 
moch in Prayer. And the men of Bufiveſs ought. 
to Pray for the Succeſs, and Sauctiſcation 
roo of their Buſineſs. But whoever, Fears 
and Loves God, will find Time to wait upon 
him Boery Day, whatever Staud the while. 
In the _—_— we are Expoſed to the wide 
World, and have need to put ourſelves un- 
der the Divine Conduct. And at Night, we 
are as in the Suburbs of Death, And there- 
fore before we lie Down, it concerns us to 
Even matters with Heaven, leſt we Riſe not 
till it de in Another World. Much of a 
Chriſtian's. buſineſs lies on his X=ees.... Let us 
be Mah 'i» Prayer,” while we have Time, 
And when all our Time is gone, We. ſhall 
have an Ae on by ever Talßn the 


Wong 192 
82 xc r. III. 
Of Chufing the ben Times for eo. 


Eeing we are not ponctually Determined, 
as to particular Times of Prayer, It will 
be our Wiſdom and Piety, to make choice of 
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we ſhould: have. our 2 Times, to whick 
we may be Conſtant, Without any fear of Super- 
ftition, 3 ſhall find i it, not ſo Dangerous, as 
Uſeful, to have the Sun and Clock for our Re- 
membrancers.. And tho we count not one Time 
of the day Haier than another, Vet the very 
Appointing of 150 FG, 7 Prayer, ſhews that 
we value the O than to leave i it at 


Random, as a 2 bufineſa, Leſt ſo it ſhould . 


be Thrawn.by, and not done at all. And that 
ye would Secure it at certain Seaſons, tho we do 
not Confine-it only to thoſe very Times. And 
tho' we are not lightly to Vary and Break ſo 

ood a Cuſtom, Vet we ma as upon occaſion; 
Break our Jaa Times, without Breaking any 
of God's Commands. ., Becauſe he has no where 


| bs us do it Jul New, but to ſee un it be 1 


'We "ſt. then Watch unto . — not or 
while we ate in it: But alſo to take the Fit 
Times for it. Thoſe ( Mellia Fandi Tempora. 


Favourable Seaſons of Addreſs, when our Hearts - 


are Fixed, and the Feet of our Affections | 
right. "When Our beloved puts in his hand by 
the hole of the door, and our Bowels are moved for 
bim. Cant. 5. 4. When He. that is to do All 
for ug, gives us ſome peculiar Hint and intima- 
tion, to come now, and Receive, what he is in- 
finitely Full of, and more Iaclinahle to make us 
Happy with, than we to Seek it, When he gives 
ſuch Intimations of his Favour as Abaſhuerw to 
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O! let us prize ſuch" Golden oppo wha "YR 
than ever to Omit and Loſe them, when 1 they 
are {ct before us. es. OR 
> Chuſethe beſt Time bf the el bal 'your 
* is moſt Compoſed,” "and your Soul in fit- 
teſt Frame ſor the Work. "Ri leck not the 
Spring and Flower of . t Fer the Lori 
1 * Remember him in the days P. Gael 
he will not caſt you off in the 
Old Age. Let it not 5 only for a 57 En 
you Ely to him, when the World is 'Shating 
Jun eff; and you know not what to do with your 
ſelves. | But in Health and Proſperity, be drawn 
by the Bands of Love: Before you are Driver 
by a fad Neceſſity, to Seek the Lord, hes 
be Shlays you, Yea en lelt then he turn you over 
to the Miſerable Comforters,” for "whoſe fake. 
| you Forſook Him, and make you find the Vi- 
Faria of that Threat; Prov. x: 28. Then. fe! 
Call'upon' me, big T will not anſwer 
uu all Stek me Parly, But they pal not 2 
For ſurely in the Ploods VAST. Waters, 
dy Hall not come nigh to Him: 1. 6. In 
"ſuch a diſmal ' Plan Le. Vagodly mes Hiads 
Turn, inſtead of at Hearts ey know not 
' where they are then, or what to 00 nor how 
to apply to the 2 to hom they have been 
till the greateſt Strangers. And no wonder, He 
is not af their Beck, in their Adverfity,” whom 
* they did nothing but Slight all the days of ng 
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Rening them: Bur in very Faith 1505 2 
them, g them of Kindneſs to them, ” that mY 
he knows to be Needful and Beſt for them. 
And like as we Sprinkle Water on we Fe. to 
male it burn the Fiercer : He lays Affliction on 

their Lois; not to Diſcourage, bot to (Quicken 
their Prayers, and td make way for his. Prai- 
fr Net xo Af Rb hens Wy > Flr to 
ring FUR 25 to H rie "Call 
ys he) he Day of Tro 1 will 
Petra hpo and thou alt 9975 me. x indeed 
that 776uÞ1e whatever it Be, des us 4 great 
deal of Good, which does not Hinder,” but J. 
wigorate our prayers; and makes us able to de. 
clare, as that fore Afflicted man, to his friend 
coming to Viſir, and asking him How he did 
> 1, thank S C ſays he) nh pra Berter ff. Foc 
theſe Troubles, than 5 Aa uf in my po ee 
Wilt thou hot God then becaute he af. 
ict: tfiec? er; that ve Reafon thou 
muſt” do it the Rather. Fan. 5. 1 3. I any 
among y "Aftifted > Ler bim Pri: At * 
Times we thovld' gladly embrace the Advanta 
of Drawing nigh to dur Gracious G4, 5 
Pouring out our Hearts before him. Hut eſpe- 
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May: Condideres- of ineſs , 
for it: And as far as ever any ure now from it, 
we do not know but before they Die, they may 
be into a of ie, D 
it. And the: bare'PoſſSi/ity of the thing is Ground 
for our 5 Which being the FE 
feds of our Chriftiart Love, and Charitable Des 
foes, We ſnall be the Better for theſe Prayers, 
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h 
that return in uen 
r on Boſoms. And 
ſo it is indeed i Provice * E Toe. | 


oy EOS ©” hh 
upon this Ac- | "x" 
that the Los 
is not great, unleſs the Su were more Preci- 


Y'Tis | 
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They are Probarie. 3 
and in the 
Seeking 


e 3 


* * a. ” 
. 5 . * 
L 9 — 
> „ 
: 
* 
; o 
— 
© 
[ , P * 
* 
N — 
* 


and happy Preſage of Reformation | dawning , 


to a more Healthy, Hearty 


„ 3 ct : 
And this we may look upon as dt 


and a Bleſſed Day ready to break upon the 


| Church, when God's Remembrancers are Inſtant 


in Prayer, and Urgent, and 1 e with 


mportunat 
him for the 7rasfufton of a Nem Life into 4 


Decayed Pi 
„and Flouri — 
condition. And how far ſoever things are gone, 
and how little Hope ſoever ſeems to remain of 
Retrieving them, Vet it is not in Vain, but to 
very good Senſe , to Remonſtrate, an} fe 
Matter to Him, who Quickens the Dead 
alleth thoſe chin *g that are not, as if they 
werd. And who 2 to make our Prayers 
the very Condition of his doing ſuch great 


Dead Bonet, and R 


things for his Church. How few ſoever then 


we have with us here, and how Improbable ſo- 
ever it may be thought ever to ſee the Deformed 
Face of this Ungodly World changed into the 


Beauties: of Holineſs , Vet let us not be out of 
Heart to Ask of Him, to whom All things are 
Paſfble; Ariſe, O God, Plead thy amn ae 


That if all be not fully Accompliſhed ſtrait to 


our vides, we may have at leaſt ,. the ſatisfa- 
Qion of ſeeing ſome Preparation and Tendencies 
towards the Long'd for Revolution; And the 
preſent evil World Amended, and God $ Truth 

and Holineſs getting Ground in it. And in this 
Praying, we may take Encouragement, and go 
on in Hope of Prevailing ;+becauſe it is for the 


n which God lung Loves and Favours a- 
Pal "up 
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bove all, even His Holineſs and his Honour. Sucli 

are the Requeſts he looks moſt Gracioufly upon, 

and gives the beſt Welcome to them that come 

to his Gates upon this Errand; Not to crave 

the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, or the Greatneſs and 

Fullneſs of the World, But to beg Grace and 1 

Godlineſs, and to Seek bis Kingdom and the' Righ- 

teouſneſs thereof. When his Glory is next our 

Hearts, and we are not concerned only Te ſerve 

a Turn, Or to ſave our Stake, or ſet up our Ja- 

tereſt. or Party in the World. But that the 

Name of may not be Blaſphemed, nor His 

Holy Cauſe ſuffer, by the godly Oppoſers of 

it prevailing: That they my not be N 

with Succeſſes, to make them conclude them- 

ſelves in the Right : Nor be let alone to Exalt 

themſelves, and Ruin thoſe, to whom the 

World is moſt Beholden, for its Continuance: 

Nor have cauſe to ſay, They have Prevailed a- 

gain God's People. And tho we are fo Unwor= 

thy, we cannot hope to be Heard upon our 4 

own Account\\Yet may we Pray in Faith ang 

comfortable Expectation, That God will do 

the thing for his Names Sake, which he has nod 

reaſon to do for our Sakes. When it is no other 

Cauſe but his Ou, which we commend to his 

Care: That the Cauſe may not be ſpoiled for uu 

Sinners: but that we Sinners may rather be ba- 

red and Preſerved, becauſe we Profeſs the G 

pel-Truth , and ſtand up for Pure Religion; and 

undefiled, and Proteſt againſt the Jdolatries and 

Tyrannies, and Superſtitions , and Abominationss © 
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x which s corrupt Set and Fedling has Introdu- 
cC.egd, to, Adulterate and defile it With this Suit 
we may go boldly.to the Throne of Grace, As 

riſe. O Gd, let not Man prevail... How long bal 

the . Wicked Triumph, and the dAduerſary.. Re- 

' proach} -. What, wilt thou d unte thy: 
Name? O let the Wickedneſs of tir Wicked — 
to an end, but Eſtabliſh the Jul. 0. Continue thy 

Levis ur 2 them the: 8 and _ 

2ouſneſs to the Upright in heart. erefore 

2h ould the- 33 Ja)., n os the ny 
5 marve Loving-kindneſs, . thou 

= by thy right hand, them that Truſt in Thee, 

frow. thoſe that riſe p again then. Let al 

thoſe that Seek thee Rejoite and be glad in Thee : 

er ſuch as {ory Salvation ſay continu- 

E at; "Let God be Moraified, who: bath Pleaſare'in 

the... Proſperity. of hit Servants. ' Return we de- 
feech thee,” O God of , Hoſts, Look down from Hea- 
ven and behold, and Viftt this Vine, und the Finer 
= yard which thy Right hand bath planted , and the 

Branch which thou madeſt ſtrong; for thy ſelf. A. 
|. riſe and baue mercy on Zion. Aud Redeem Iſrael 
Cod, out of all bis Troubles. A 
5 Thus Large .. Souls go big with the Cure of 

all the Churches; Ves take in them that are 

Without too, and ſo help to Bear n the Pillars 
if of the earth. This is that Publick: Spirit which 
Wo ſets the Chari le good Man to Seek not only 

bus own, but the Happiness of all the Maria 

5 2 how 5 ſoever is the Rege, he knowy 
F to which he Addteſſes, is 7 0 
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as And "thinks not fla ade Fa- 
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1 
i his 67 5 to the Great Parent of the 20 
velſe. 

that . all. 
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of 7 and tury 72 wicked pang! "wil 
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wo 


8 „ 


Me x This te Suppl 
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my People that are called by 


77 and Forgive 2185 
e Land. . 4.1054 


and in the by before 


( And then. the 
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120 The 3 
as Jai. = 11. There is none. that Calleth 

phin 'thy Name, 1 Pirreth up 72 to tale 
toll of Thee.) Therefore he 1 7 out bis In- 
Anf ion, rw S them, "a> 58 By which 
it appears, both how Acceptable ſuch /vterceſſon 
is to God. (He Seeks for the . 
does not blame * Creature for taking ſo 
much And alſo how Available is 
the R 18500 man's Prayer, not only for him. 
ſelf, but for all his Neig bbours far and wide. 
E lies, (the Chariot and Hu femen of Iſrael) With 
the Opening of his Mouth, Xo Shut and 

Open Heaven , Jam. 5 2% 18. Ae the 
earneſt Entreaty of nes, in behalf 
vokin A ple, ib ſaid, Exod. 32 14 

epente{ of the Foil , which be uae 1 

2 ere, 1 ere 

This is the beſt of all Frieadfbip to our 
Friends, To be thus Concerned and Inplojedf for 
them. Yea thus we may do Good for Evil, to 
them that will not Thank us for it: Praying fer 
them that Depitefully u uſe ; . and Perſtcnte" is : 
And fo by up lor our ſelves better Rewards than 
their pe Words. And thus we {hall be the 
| Hoſt Welcome | Phyſicians, and_deareſt Comfor- 
rers to the Sick and Miſerable,and get them that 
Help from Ave, Which all the World 
Give. Tn the failing of all othet_ Mears, | thiis 
We may Engage Him to come in to their Su: 
cbur, that Aue ws how to Deliver, and is never 
at a Loſs, to do any, be eaſes us Trevi 
and} in Earth. © 5 


"Uh . 


. > 146; "4 
Sack a Latitude and Liberty is allowed to 


our Prayers, even as Wide as the World. So 
eaſie may we take in 4% with ourſelves: and in 


ſo doing, "Benefit them, . without Impoveriſping 
ourſelves. "For he whota we Pray to hath 18. 

finitely more than to Supply us all. And i 
there were Thouſand of Milian more to be 
Saved, Heaven would be as much to them every 
One, as if each had A to Himſelf. This is the 


true Chriſtian Spirit, Not qu galy to Fray for the 
Peate bf Jeruſalem, but td Seek the Ealargement 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, and. to Pray er 


Come, ig the Beſt and Fulleſt ſenſe. 

But ſuch as glory moſt in the big Carbolick 
Name, Yet new the Lea and Narroweft Souls, 
in Confiuing , Salvation onl) to their own Set, 
25 inſtead" of Praying, for their, Neighbours, 

rfing E Damnin al the World beſide then. 
5 hetein t Pays are even with the 
profane Hectoriopg "Ba ans, W have no 
Prayer ſo 8 9 0 5, Ga Damn But far 
ovght 1 know, the Carſes are as 7 \as the 
Prayers. F woch an Uschriſtian Church ang Spu- 
rious Mother, that is all for Dividing i he Child, 
and Dettojing, the Lives and Souls, ich Chriſt 
came. to Save, Vet however they Curſe, 155 
us Pray ;, Fitft for our ſelves, That we m 18 by 
Szved from them, and not be Like them: 
then for Them, That they may once get 1 


under the Tote of their wilful Bondage, fo con. 


trary to the Tiberty of the Goſpel, wherein Chriſt * 
hath, 4. us. Free; And not be ſo Sting and 
T 


g k 


_  God-: . we mult not Exc 


* - "* 1 * — 1 of - 


% m. en V *s 
| tow their own Cale, . well rig 
"us they Fudge, they" find the Han 
turned apaioſt themſelves, . by Him t 1 * — 
Pengeance A * ee af Fingl 9200 


; | £38 « ia ant ot bas (WAR! 1 1 89 
3 1 aan 03-7 5 f 9. i. 3 
oy md of Prong for wits 1. 

"IT „ who 


Thid of * Wb 
for the Bee 


Sr in Pro 
that ſhed his Bleed, & held back his Pray A 
for many Y. chat ſeem d 3 much to 0 them 
Tha 15 LA Pra not. "the World, faith, He. 
* World, as oppoſed to them 

al ber EY if im out of , the the War 

win th Fate Ga Bog on, rift 
eaven, 1 


7 not to n cb; 
the Impevitent an eleving, ſo Continuing 
Nor to. for them 'thole ſame 100 lone 

ildren o 


belong Mts the Ela and dear | 
out 0 


7 whom God hath Excloded the Book 
41 fe "rho Chriſt 1 255 Becauſe he Knew 
who they were, but we do not. - And all the 
Plalmiſt it's im recat ions. againſt his, .aod God' 
| lies, (If we. read. them in che 105 erg- 
tive. Hood, which the Learned oblerye. may be 
- read in the Ivdicative : and then t ey Are | re- 


* of wha would Befall * and not 
1 $6 
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Prayers ſor ſuch Curfer' to light upon bel) 
They are no _ tous, becauſe we have not 
the Sole it of beey} is that Eminent Servant 
100 = weſee the End of ſuch men, ThE 
like may bo ſaid of St. Paul's Heaton pts 
ander, % Tim. 4. 14. The Lord Reward him de- 
erding to h Works. Dr. Funn ſays, the 
beſt 2 wh read (A The” Lord 
% Reward him And io the Syriack aid St. 8 
Aug. agcording/ to Bi And if otherwiſe, - 
Then it Was a Denoancing — oy ri 7 
udgments' upon an ſutorrigi Offender, 
N caſe, of 5 the 3 
Aſſurance. Aud till we tan attain to the — 73 
knowledge of auy, We muſt be Cantions how We 
make ſo Bold. If any man ſee bis Brother in s 
Sin. wbich & n unto Death, He fhal alk, ad de 
ful give him Life for them that Sin not nee de: 
Iain Wy Sat Diet 'F do vt ſay" that 1 
ſhall Pray|\for it. 1 John 5. 16. This Jen | 
lke a Probe lit io of our Prayers for ſore Sinvers: 
And ſure were not to ask God's Pardon for an 
Sinner, ſo _ Perfſting, © But upon 
Condition of that . which we are to 
of Pray, that God would give them. Nor ſhould = 
ve be unkind to Ung odly men, did we Pray, | 
he WM That they might find fuck Shane and Afflidion, 
as God knows Conducing to their . | 
” „The ſeeming Bad N, 5 the e 
that could befall them: And that Fui day 1 
' be the 'Bef Day that ever came over them. Bug. | 
* ve HC ming ö 


rr 1 


I . i 


124 The 4 


2 Perfi to Sin, in Deſpig be of * FE) Spiviz 
of Grace, -and without n if ſo be, 
that we Know: it: ( Fot that were do asl what 
his Word aſſures us, ſhall never ber) Vet where 
we cannot Know this without Reurlation, We 
bad need be Han. And: better far t Err in the 
charitable Extream, than in the her. All Sia 
a its on Nature is Deadly. But yet all chat is 
| Mortal doth. not Hill, chré the Pruine Mercy : 
And it proves Not unta Death, thrö Cbriſt s Re. 
mech. No Sin ſo Deadly, but ſhall be Pardoned 
to the. Penitent. And therefore we; muſt Pray 
for all aß eg till we are ſure af the Gow 
trary, as o any. Our raſh Cenſor iouſneſs may 
as much rang others, as Harm ourſelves. But 
our kind Prayers, even for ſuch as they can do 
no Gad, yet will do us no Hurt. Vea we ſhall 
bathe Better for our Charity, thò they be nevet 
the Better for it, Thro a Bar which themſelves 
'pyt in the y. Let us not then ſeruple to Ex- 
tend our Litany as far as ever there is a man Alive 
to receive the Benefit, » Beſeeching the Good 
Lord, 7; we it Kos phaſe n ro m_ OP upon 
| HS. LY, 3334 IT i&eid 
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prayer. Not tied up, to move only as Puppets 
in a Frame: but may walk at Large, as the 
Lord's Fremen. Let Papiſts call us Libertines, 
becauſe we challenge a'Share in our Bleſſed Sa- 
ziour's Purchaſe made ſor us. We are not at 
Liberty, ſo to Part with our Lilerty. But muſt - 
rather Refi} unto. Blood, than make ourſelves 
Underlings to Unreaſonable and Cruel men: 
Such as would bind us, under pain of Danna 
tian, As to Believe all that their Chureb Says, So 
to do all, as their Church Requires; tho God's 
Word, as well as our own Reaſon, tell us we 
are Miſled;.': Thoſe of a Bigotred Humor, void 

of the truly Pious Temper, ſhew little or no Re- 
gion, but in the blind, Hair- brain d Helfaring 
for the Shells and Shadows of Religion: For 
that Formal Religion which at beſt is but like the 
fue Bird's Shin flaffed, without any Liſe in i;. 
When as indeed the Heavenly Beauty of Reli- 
gion is Mithin, however the Outward Dreſs is 


ſo Strait-· lac d, to bind and Fetter us, inſtead of 
„ our Motions, in Drawing nigh to 
It is not Chriſtianity but Bigottry, to Neglect 
he moſt Werghty things of God's Law, 'as if 
xdifferent : And the while to Plead for things 
different, as All in All. Like thoſe whom S.. 
ratet the Hiſtorian tells us of, tat 
eld Fornicatiom a thing Indifferent, EH 5. e. 21. 
zut Tugg'd for a Huh dal, as iß 
heir Lives had lain upon it. Our hearts ma, 
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not to be Wild and Slatrering: Vet it muſt not be . 


44 * * * 5 * 28 


| | a5 Free in the Sb Gad, as if we did none of 


be Free, in ſpight of al 


Neceſſary, Nevet muſt we ſer any Humane Laws 


ſelves 4b/elntely Neceſſary, We 


the things to be Indifferent; we look not t 


and Apprehenſion of things, and not Staves te 


fiaſtical Appointments for Decorum and Orabr in 
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. . 


» Powers-i m hs 
Warld,. Nor need weſo much P Con. 
ſciences about the Rina! Religien: As if by 
Strifineſs in ſuch Leſſer matters, we thought to 

for our Careleſneſs in the One thing 


to Ri and Top the Divine. 
2 0 Submiſſion to Juſt armee i 2 Law. 
things, is no Iefringement of our” Chriſtiar 
Liberty > Which we art not ſo to Date upon nei. 
ther, as if we ht even our on Cloaths 
Abridg d it: But may preſerve it ſtill Good and 
fair to Owrſetves, even then when Prudence holds 
us in, from Flouriſhing with it Before men. 4s 
long vs we do not tis up onr ſelves — 
vation of Humane Inſtitutions, A rg 
r 


Conſcience Sake, and yet 


the things preſeribed by men. While we make 
them no Parts of our Religion, nor believe them 
to Salvation. And yet ee 


our Obedience as Indi 
Commanded, 
manded. - And being 


erent ; when © coathiegis 
to what Ga“ has: Com. 
thus Night in our Opinion 


our own Concerts, We are at Liberty ſtill 
Joyed to ourſelves, for all our Deference to Frl. 


the Church. Our Thoughts and Judgments att 


. even when our Practice is under. ſome 
8 


renn e 
geſbraimtt. And thô we do the ſame things as 
others, It is at our Liberty whether it ſhall be 
with the ſame Mind. None can hinder, but we 
may Think as we pleaſe. 

Now in all this my Endeavour has been to 
Ober and Smooth the way to the Throne of Grace. 
That no Well-diſpoſed Pious Soul may be diſ- 
couraged 1n its Approaches to that Sweet Retreat, 
but find all Encouragement, Freely and Chker- 
fully to Draw Nigb to God, without a Servile 
Dread: Diſcharged from thoſe fluctuati 
Doubts, and Entangling Concerts, Toms "yp 
many are turmoil'd_ and kept ander Hatches, 
even all their days, To Interrupt them in the 
courſe of their Religion, to make their Offices 
their Torment, to diſturb the Serenity and Quiet 
of their Minds, and to ſpoil all the Comfort and 
Sweetneſs of their Devotion. While they drag 
on ſo Heavily, as Strangers to the Spirit of Adesp- 
tion, and have a Hundred Rabs and Frights in 
the way When as their Prayers ſhould be their 
Free- will Offering, and the Feſfival Entertainment 
of their Lives, and their Souls ſhould run as 
of oiled Wheels, upon the leaſt Touch of God's 
Attractions, when he Moves them to Seek bis Face. 
For ths he Draws, he doth not Drag, but 
( E\fuery Taxa, Chryſ.) Carries ſuch along, as 
are Willing to Run after him, and do Give 
themſelves to Prayer, Not as Campell d, but in 
* to the Work, and Delighting to do the will 
of G N 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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[Si de Peritate Scandalum ſamitar „ arilius 
Scandalum _ permittitur „ quam Veritas reli 
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I be TRANSIT F, 
To obviate Bigots , and prevent Miſtakes. 
[ Have offered to the Worſhippers of God all 


the Liberty that can reaſonably be Deſired: 
And yet no more than I take the Goſpel of 


our Lord to have Given and Granted. No more 


than the Liberty of the children of God, Who are 
to move Freely, as an Ingenuous Generation, 
and a Willing People: And not to be ham- 
perd like Slaves, under the Toke of Bon- 
dage. > 7.0 OK - > 
Put from men of Narrow Souls and Stingy 
Principles, (that are under the power of falſe 
Notions, and bound up in Superſtitions Fetters,) 
expect hideous Outcries, of Looſe Doctrine, 
and a door opened to all Abomination. I hear 
and Smile, when I know ſome of the great 
Libertines in Practice, to be the moſt Nice and 
Straight-lac'd men, for certain Modes and 
Opinions. They can make bold to take all 
vſe Liberties in their Converſation and Man- 
ers, and go ſo far this way, that they mult 
be men of Large Conſciences indeed, and have as 
Little of God's holy Fear, that dare venture 
K 2 to 


* 


to Follow them. And yet 
in the midſt of all their Rants and Exceſſes, who 
more haſty to find great fault with much Bei. 
ter than themſelves >} And make heavy C 
plaints and Tragical Exclamations of 

ferable Boldneſs 


As if ev 
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at the ſame time, and 


and Forms, Geſtures 
ſelves, Nor j 
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Com. 
e inſuf. 
and Laxity of all that are not 
ſuch high O4ſervers of Times and Places, Words 
- 2 as them. 

along juſt in their very Mod. 
— had loſt his way, and — 
poſſibly be Saved, that did not exactly Like them. 
Wbereas, God help them that de. And hoy 
much worſe and ſadder would it be with the 
World, than it is, if we had no better Pat 
Ferns ? 
But what then ? Is it come 
Tolerations, That men may Pray or Forbear} 
Or do it When their lift, or Hm their Liſt 
and never trouble their Heads about the matter 
nor have any care 0 their e to diſ 
charge the Duty at all, or to do it in an Accept. 
ble manner? God forbid! Th6 we I 
Inch, where ſome will allow no more than 

Hair's Breadth : Vet that none may take the E. 
when but an Inch is given, That the Lay 
Bounds may not be ſhamefully Stretche into 
Boundleſs Extra vagance: We muſt throw ſon 
checks and Limztations in the way of Looſe 2 
careleſs Sinners: To teach them how to behai 
themſelves « as Free, without abuſing thei 
berty for a Cloak of ſuch Naughtineſs. Ar 
-as we have ſhewed how far it is that they 
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SECT. L 
The Licentionſſs Not to Pray at all. 


Nor only the Command of God, but the 
Neceſſity of our caſe, puts us upon Prayer. 
And there is ſo mueh Good to be got by it, 
that we are the worſt Enemies to our ſelves, 
when we it, Yea we betray our ſelves 
to be Baflards and not Sass, when we do not 
Give our ſelues unto Prayer. For God hath never 
1 Demb Child in his Family, Tho' all are not 
iliks Accompliſhed, the leaſt knows how to cry 
Abba, Father. As the ſillieſt knows how 
e Uto tell his own Tale, to move Pity, and get a 
penny. As foon as St. Pal Wits Cotter he 
W's 2 Supplicant, Acts 9. 12x. And all God's 
People are called The Generation of them that Seek 
rs 24. 6. . 
or Faiſe Wor ſhip, riſe up in Judgment, to 
Dngern png ee Worſhip. Whoſe 


| = Hearts indeed cannox chuſe 1 
emu them, if they neee Senſe 

thaw; and are not ſuch 28 Apoſtle calls 
t Fung, But ſome think to Have all, and 


3 Do 
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134 Ihe Liberty 
Do nothing. They would be Chriſtians, no one 
knows how. They would Ay without Wings, 

- attain the Ed, without Means, Enter the 
| Straight Gate, without Striving , Convey 
themſelves whether they pleaſe, and never 
Travel. And ſo Condemn the Generation. of 

- God's Children, for Spending their Strength For 
Nought, and Labouring all in Vain. Wherefore: 

# all this Waſte 2 What need ſo much ado? To 
Read, and Hear, and Muſe, and Watch, and 
Faſt, and Pray, and Mortify our Luſts, and 
Deny our ſelves, and Work out our Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling > But ſuch Deſpiſers of all 
Religious Offices, as reckon themſelves the 
brave Folks,ſo much Aforehand with the holy Fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, and make but a Came of their 
ſerious Diligence, will once ſadly wiſh they had 
born them Company, and find their Miſtale, 
when it may be too Late for Remedy. When 
their Short Cuts have leſt them Short of Ha- 
ver, they find what they counted the Round. 

- about way, was the Next and Beſt, and On 
\ Way to the - Bleſſed - Home. For this Worlc 
is made for Bufineſs, and here we muſt La 
bour, if hereafter we would Enter into that Ref 
which Remains for the People of Gd. This Wa) 
all ſuch as Died iu the Lord went thither. Bu 
what ſhould they make account to Reſt fro 
their Labours, who were never us'd to Watci 
wnto Prayer, War to Strive, and take any Pain 
in it > As Buly as ever they might be otherwiſe 
Labouring for the Meat that Periſheth, wil nc 
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ſerve the turn, to bring men to Everlaſting Life. 
One Thing is Needfal,, And the main of it lies in 
Prayer. For we cannot do what we ſhould 
without God's Grace, and he will not give it, 
without our Prayers. Still we are bent to Back- 
ſſiding from Him, and Prayer Retrieves and 
fetchesus back to Him, Natural Corruption is 
the Dead Weight, ſtill pulling down the Heart to 
the Daſt of the Earth : But our Praying is like 
Winding up the Clock, to ſer and keep it going, 
This then muſt be the conſtant Imployment of 
dur Lives: And we can never do well without 
it: Our Caſe is ſo far from Hopeful, when we 
have thrown off the Care, and loſt the Conſei- 
ence of it. Tho there ſhould be nothing ſcan- 
dalous upon our Names, Yet the very Withhold- 
ing of Prayer is enough to Undo us : And this 
it ſelf is a dreadful Prognoſtick of Ruin, When 
we have not Power or Heart ſo much as to Cry 
for Deliverance from the Wrath to Come. Hor - 
rible is like to be the End of the Prayerleſs ge- 
neration, Such as will not- Call upon God in 
the Day of Grace, they ſhall in vain Cry to him 
in the Day-of Wrath : And find him then as 
Deaf to them, as before they were Dumb to 
Him: Never offering any hearty Supplication 
— God, till juſt he came to do Execution upon 
them. | a 
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T ſpeaks the 1 ** Prayer, NY 
Devil has fo niany Fetches to keep People 
from their Prayers, He knows them to be the 
grand Baztery againſt all /uferya/ Powers y\ That 
when we turn from him, to Fly this way to 
God, we get out of his Reach, and. he * 
us no Hurt. Therefore if he could poſſibly by 
any means, he would Hitler our Prayers. Tis 
he that ſets men Perverſely to Cadii themſelves 
out of the greateſt Privilege in the World, By 
Sopbiſms and Fallacies drawn from the immutable 
Decrees of God, and the Vanity of Opening our 
caſe before Him, who X»ows all better than we 
can tell him, and who lets them fare as well at MW Pr 
his Hard, who uſe No Prayers, a8 thoſe that * 
dnily load his Altarr. wi 
es true, God is the Lord that Changeth not: ag: 
But Will do all his Pleaſure, However we Wiſh 
| this and that, according to Humane Aﬀections : 
And the deſign of our Prayers, is not to make 
an Alreration in Him, but in our ſelves: Not to 
facline him to our Intereſts, but to bring us to 
his Terms. When our Boat is faſtned at the 
Rope's end to the Bank, we cannot (by pulling 
never ſo hard,) make the Shore ſtir to come 


ps ; but We hath by en Means, bring our 127 
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to the Shore. And that is enough: We have our 


Deſign, if they come Together. We can never ; 
a the Eternal Purpoſe of God , with all our 


Prayers... Byt yet in the uſe of his Means, wo 


may bring about our Salvation,  Jecording to 
his Purpaſe. For he hath Appoiated none to the 
End, without the uſe of Means to bring them 


art in a good Hopefalneſs for the End, Thou 
maiſt make out that, by a Seaſonable and Ear- 
neſt Application of the Means. Thou canſt not 
be of God's Council, Let be ſure, it is to ſome. 
purpoſe. for thee to Obey his Commands. He 
Commanels thee to Pray, And thoumaiſt be Con- 
fident, He would never Enjoin an Jmpertinent 
thing. He would never bid thee As, Seel, 


Knoch, if it Signified nothing at all for thee. tg 
We are told of ſome Doctrines that ſpoil all 


Preaching, and of ſome that deſtroy all Praying. 


('Tis eaſy indeed for a man of Wit, to Load 
with 4bſardities, any Doctrine he is Prejudic'd 
againſt.) But were it ſo, that I muſt needs ad- 
here to the one or the other, For my part, I 
ſhould rather chuſe the Doctrines that Enervete 
Sermons, and Stain the Pride of man's Glory, 


Than thoſe that Yacate Prayers, and cloud. the 


glory of that Grace by which we are Saved: and 
that not of Our ſelves, it being the Gift of Cod, 
And herein I am proud to agree with our (weet 
and Excellent Poet, where he thus declares, - - 
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thicher. And if thou wouldeſt find that hn 


„ 4 The as 
5 0 Nr „0 
| That were I to leave all But One, © 
IH Wealth, Fame, Endowments, re, ab 
1 | fall go, 
| Tau dear Prayer would together duel, 


And * each Inch 120 quickly gain an El. 
4 "ons. 


But ct Paul, that! ados ee God 8 
Free Grace, (Gratiæ Specialis Pugil. Brad ward.) 
did not think it an idle Exhortation, when he 
call d on his People, To Work out their own Sal. 
vation with Fear _ Trembling ; Th0-at'the ſame 
time he told them, It Was God that wort 
in them to Will and to Do, of his good Plea- 
fare. Indeed, if I muſt ſpeak my own Senſe, I 
cannot but think my ſelf rhe more Concerned to 
live and keep in his holy Fear, when'T believe 

all that ever concerns me, lies in his All- diſpo- 
ſing Hands. And I count it to very great and 
good Purpoſe, to Beg hard of Him for his Gra- 
cious Aids, without whom 7 can do Nothing. I 
ſhall leave them who think nothing is to be Askt, 
Which is given Abſolutely, by vertue of God's 
| Decree, to conſider what room they leave for 
their Prayers: When as themſelves hold, That 
God has Abſolutely Determined to give to every 
one Grace Sufficient to Believe, and upon their 
\ Believing, to Endure to the end and be Saved: 
And that beyond this Sufficient Grace, Nothing 

i to be e Sought of God, only they are to 3 the 
Wer 
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Power received, and to Stir up the Grace of God 
that din them, And ſo according to their own 


declared Sentiments in this matter, What ſhould 
they Beg for that, which they believe is Aute- 


0% 


cedentiy Secured to them? 1 | 


Again, I'grant, that God knows the whole of 
the Caſe; and how every thing is with thee, 
Better than thou canſt tell him. But then thou 
art to remember, That the end of thy Praying 
is not to laform God of what he does not Under- 
ſtand: but to Diſpoſe and Qualify thee to receive 
what he has promiſed to Give: To perform the 
Condition, on thy part to be performed, To 
Humble thy Soul, and Raiſe up thy Heart, and 
Enflame thy Affections, and Open thy Mouth © 
wide, that be may fill it. The Promiſe is, Mat. 
5. 6. Bleſſed are they that Hunger and Thirſt aften 
Righteouſneſs; for they ſhall be filled. Now thy 
fervent- Praying argues 
ſting, and ſo prepares thee for the Mercy, Enti- 
tles thee to it, and tends to 4ſſare thee of it, 
But it is a Tempting of the Lord thy Gad, to ex- 
pect his /mmediate Aids, without thy uſe of his 
Means. And what if the. Deſpiſer of Prayer en- 
joy the Fulneſs of the World, and live in all Pomp 
and Pleaſure and Proſperity 2 And the looſe Di- 
ves, that Worſhips no God, but his Fortune 
and his Belly, is aforehand with many of God's 
daily Orators, for the Sweet and Brave Accommo- 
dations of this Life? Be ſure, The World's Good 
ſhall never do them any Good, who Snatch it 
without God's Legve, and deyour his Comforts, 

2 without 
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But St. Paul, that zealous Aſſertor of God's 
Free Grace, ( Gratiæ Specials Pugil. Bradward.) 
did not think it an ale Exhortation, when he 
call'd on his People, To Work out their own Sal. 
vation with Fear and Trembling ; Tho at the fame 
time he told them, It was God that workd 
in them to Will and to Do, of his good Plea- 
fare. Indeed, if I muſt fpeak my own Senſe, I 
cannot but think my ſelf the more Concerned to 
live and keep in his holy Fear, when J believe 
all that ever concerns me, lies in his All- diſpo- 
ſing Hands. And J count it to very great and 
good Purpoſe, to Beg hard of Him for his Gra- 
cious Aids, without whom 7 can do Nothing. I 
ſhall leave them who think nothing is to be Askt, 
which is given Abſolutely, by vertue of God's 
Decrer, to conſider what room they leave for 
their Prayers: When as themſelves hold, That 
God has Abſolutely Determined to give to every 
one Grace Sufficient to Believe, and upon their 
\ Believing, to Endure to the end and be Saved 
And that beyond this Sufficient Grace, Nothing 
is to be Sought of God, only they are to * the 
A 45 ower 
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Power received, and to Stir up the Grace of God _ 


that iu them. And ſo according to their own 
declared Sentiments in this matter, What ſhould 


they Beg for that, which they believe is Aute- 


cedentiy Secured to them: 


Again, I grant, that Go, knows the whole of 
the Caſe,-and how every thing is with thee, 
Better than thou canſt tell him. But then thou 
art to remember, That the end of thy Praying 
is not to Inform God of what he does * Under- 
ſtand: but to Diſpoſe and Qualify thee to receive 
what he has promiſed to Give: To perform = 
Condition, on thy part to be performed, 
Humble thy Soul, and Raiſe up thy Heart, = 
Enflame — Affections, and Open thy Moutb 
wide, that be may fill it. The Promiſe is, Mat. 
5. 6. Bleſſed are they that Hunger and Thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. Now thy 
fervent: Praying argues ſuch Hungering and Thir- 
ſting, and ſo prepares thee for the Mercy, Enti- 
tles thee to it, and tends to 4ſſare thee of it, 
But it is a 7empting of the Lord thy God, to ex- 


pect his /mmediate Aids, without thy uſe of his 


Means. And what if the Deſpiſer of Prayer en- 
joy the Fulneſs of the World, and live in all Pomp 
and Pleaſure and Proſperity? And the looſe Di- 
ves, that Worſhips no God, but his Fortune 
and his Belly, is — with many of God's 
daily Orators, for the Sweet and Brave Accommo- 
dations of this Life? Be ſure, The World's Good 
ſhall never do them any Good, who Snatch it 
without God's Leave, and deyour his Comforts, 
| Without 
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throw them away 
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his Cab ako ith 
the Wor of God and: Prayer. 


leſſings are Curſed, to them that 


without Ack 
tre Sandlified 
And the very 


bare them, — the pov the Lord for 


them. Who have them un — than 
the of their Prayers, Or ar leaſt, do not 
rrp them upon the Receir, ſhall have 

For of chem bt vill nth into of 
wr . G y ations Snares 
Better indeed Ask and — than Re. 


our Neceſſity and God's Bounty, keeps the 

Underſtanding, and fair Corr — rae 
us and Heaven, which is an Advantage of the 
_ higheſt conſideration. ,, Bur then for the Bester 
things that Neha (which are the 
Chilgrens Bread, ; we mult never expect them, 
till we are qualified as Children, going to our 
Father for them. St. Pas} calls Doiab very Bold, 
to ſay, the Lord was fornd of ehew char Soughe him 
wor. Nom. 10. 20. However Liberal He is, to 
Beſtow ſuch Favours, Yet bois wot Prodhes}, to 
ſuch us count them not 
worth ſo much as the A „ We ſhall not 
be Saved, if not SanfFiffed'; Nor can we be San- 

_ Qified, without the Spirit of God; nor are we 
1 to look for that Spirir, without our 4sbing. Luke 
T1. 13. Tis not to ſuch as Slight him, but to 
them which A Him, dürre 


Holy Spirit. 
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tious to attend in the Lg Projerce,” and 
woch greater Honaur it is to attend upen 
' the mel High God: Vet there are men too 
high to Step even 40 Him thet Made tem: 
and who IND SR unleſs 
Ward, and Scoff at his Ala nh They trnow P. 
not how to Worlkip and Pray, Call on'the 
Name of the Lord: But they know Curſe | 
and Swear and B. ? | Name, 
by which. they are called. ts! that 
n up whenee 
they Receive all: but ge to their 
Tables, as their Treygbez' and in their 
Beds, as their Sties ; without — God's 


Leave, or taking any Notice of their 
Owner and Preſerver. So Good Fellows, that t 
will not break Company, and go Apart, 
it be to Seek the Face of the Lord, and to En- 
joy G Himſelf, Their ungodly Living takes 
them off Praying, or elſe the Praying would 
take them off ſuch kind of Ziving. Alas, what 
ſhould they do with Him, who ( they know ) 
Hates all ſuch Workers of Hniquity > He is out 

they care not then for Draw- 


it 
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are not for ſuch kind of Company; as Fe- 
ſhip with the Father, and his Son Feſws - Chrift. 
For it is Likeneſs that breeds the endearing 


Friendſhip: But what Communion bath" Light 


with Darkneſs > Where there is not firſt 'a State 
of Nearneſs, there is not to be expected any 
Ads of Approximation. Thoſe Ordinances of 

Worſhip which are Breaſts of Conſolation to 
| others, are but dry empty Shells to them. 
They find no Savour of Sweetneſs in em. 
And ſo all we muſt look to hear from ſuch, is 


to have them Scorn and Deride, what them- 


. ſelves could. never Reliſh or Endure. You 
ſhall hear from them, Preciſe or Factious, or 
ſome ſuch Name of Infamy, if the Slighty way 
which moſt take up with, will not ſerve your 
turn. You ſhall be noted in the Black-Book, or 
the Black Mouth of the Profane, for an Into- 
lerable Sort, if you Dare not be Like them; 
but are for Walking with God, when they fly 
out all upon the Ramble of their Luſts. But if 
you mult (after your Saviour himſelf,) bear 
the Contradiction of Sinners, You may Re- 
Joyce it is upon ſo Good an account: Tf the 
main Objection againſt you, be your Religion, 
if you are Bark'd at, for Following God as dear 
Children, and diſturb'd in the very Way which 
his Word, puts you upon, The Quarrel then is 
His, rather than yours: And when He is ſo 
Able to Maintain his own Cauſe, and to Avenge 
the Affronts, and make the Deſpiſers Be- 
hold and wonder, and Periſh, You may _ 

a a tneir 


of ſuch impudent Pretenders to be Chriſtians, as 
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their Sun and Pity their Malignity : Under- 
ſtanding the Eud of theſe men, who tre the 
Pride of their countenance, will not Seek after God: 


Who will one day Curſe themſelves, and their 


Stiffneſs, and the time wherein they gg > 
Bold with the Eternal Almighty Majeſty, 
ſtill kept off from Him, and even ſet im 1 1 
Defyance, | and made a Piſb and Mock at: his 
Humble Service. God will hereafter be Aſhamed 


were now 2 not of their Sins, but of 
their oo "0 ms his Wo fo: 


"SEC r. Tv. 
OF Negleling Prayer, out of Lani 


EN may not be ſo far gave in bag 
oy to Cavil againit Prayer, nor 
*. Afﬀront it: and yet take little or no 
Care duly to Perform it: Knowing nothing 
what belongs to Prayer, any further than now 


and then, to run over ſome Forms of courſe. 


And care not for any thing at all to do with - 
it, but juſt to perform the Cuſtom. Vet if 
they be not groſs 5 Scandalous and Notorious, 
they think themſelves Well enough to paſs, 
tho they make no Conſcience to live, in a 
manner without Prayer. But to talk of a good 
Chriſtian, not Gives to Prayer, You may as 
well tell me of one living in good Health, with- 
out the * of Food. —_ that do not — | 
and _ 
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them ſtarſt to be 
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be Bari for ever from him in thi 
World, who ſo little uſe or mind to Seck his 
Face, or come a near him, in this. Who think 
we muſt Preach them' into Heaven, wien they 
are ſo Lazy, they will not open-their-mouths 
to Bey for it. But glas, all Summe de loſt 
upon you, that do not bring you apon your 
Knees. The Word will avait nothing to 


Four 
pplied, and to direct yu to 
| fore-bouſe of all manner of Moſſing 
which Prayer is the Xey to open. Preachers 

Unfold and apply the Word, to'ſhew you yor 
Duty, and to quicken you to it, and 10 fenc 

you mito God, to Pray for his to 
it, You 


# 2 4 * 4 145 
f God and to 8 bim, without 
bis 77 _ 675 wh ch. you muff therefore lear | 
at all times, 4 4 for by diligent / Prayers. 
ang if you taste not this Courſe, you = 
needs Have 3 9 Lean, and Starved Sols 
den as you Cadet do the things that pleaſe 
oy, 5 Ma 2%, and he” will not ſo 
ou, Wy re your Prayers.” And 90 
oo 550 * Will ſuch 9 6 when tliau 
ſhalt” Vr! Now. they may Pray, and -will 
wt, And in tlie 2 4 of their Extremity; - 
tho they would Pray, they Cannot. Either 
they Tye then S Lamps of Fleſh, Inſenſi- 
ble of their Caſe, not is how Dangerous ' 
and doleful it is with them: Or when Diſtreſs 
ud Anguiſb comes upon them, to awaken and 
rouze them, and make them cry out for Help, 


jected of the Lara, according to bis Threat, | 
1 14 28; © and to have not only their 
a Deſpiſed, but their Sul. Abbor- 
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On the other ſide] Nothing is ſo Tofluen- 
al to make us Wiſe and Good, and Great 
with God; as or daily Correſponding with 
Him, who i is Infor ite Wiſdom, and the Chzefeſt 
Good.” ee A e Halit of Worſhip and 
prayer dr Ry up for, Glory everlaſting, 
here we wall Adore the moſt Bleſſed Erter- 
| rally. gor this: Li e is as our Apprentice: ſhip, | 

uo Leard our Tat and train us up, to bear a 
1 0 Brit * Taste Hoſt. Ars Proyer 


They may juſtly fear to be put off, and R. 
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it, W at F 970 they e, in 
1 — Him, in Whole — is 
Hulueſs of Jo... Facilit hy Exerciſe, and 
the Sweetneſs 7 5 by Experience. So tha 
hat was at fi 4, alter becomes the De 
. And pious $ a would not debarr' 
the. Privilege, tor. more than all this World 
has to Tempt them with. I conclude this witb 
that of Biſhop: Taylor, Sad i is the canditian af bin 
that camnot Pray, W are 88 . . Ls 
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Of mat Praying af the Church, 


Uſick /in Conſort, with the combined Har 
55 has a prevailing Influence: ane 

Joynt Prayers by their United force, are like i 
be moſt Moving and Effectual. To have gon 
with the Maltitud to the Hauſe of God, Was tl 
thing which David pour d aut his Soul in bun 


Remember, when he was detained from Zi 
| | an 
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ind evald e ſormerly;-Vitit the 
df God Morthippers. A anoigonr the very 
Bird ef the Air as enjofing'a greater! Privi- 
chan Kt cbuld —2 ofz! The 
& inf the Siufow! that neſtled under 
Sir While he, as a widowed Towle, 
i porn ng le the So/trary places: My S 
PCI „ys he] for tbe Courts 
be d are they thut del id ay 
Hauſe] They wi: be al wrath thee: © Din 
15 Courts M th V 4. Fal. 39: = 
10. Fer this he ſo paſſionately: Lbnged; To 
Come + lag Appear bifore Co Plat 2. 2. This 
he {6 enrneſtiy Begg'd of the Lord, Pſal, 33 3. 
0 u out li, Ligbe and thy Trath Ler bens 
Lead ue, Let thin bring % thy holy th, 
mil t thy Fiber #atles. This was the Our bing 
he defited' of the Lord, aud reſolved to Seek 
after, bar he nugb. aveÞ in'the 'Floaſe' f tbr 
Loid all the d, bY bis Life's 23 behold the Beanty 
of the Loruß unt enquire this Temple, Pſal. 27. . 
it now alas, — ſhall we find ſurh A man 
er God's Hbf: Flow > few ſuch | Flami 
Ib ia theſe Taft days, to warm the Wor 
into better Devotion Our Church doors: are 
Open, bat the Doors of Mens Frartt are Sbur. 
God Bows his Heavens and comes Down, But 
they have forfiewhar elſe to do, than give him 
the Meri. A Friend to de Entertained at 
Home, muſt exctfe them, for Attending up- 
on the Lotd at Church. A little: Storm, of ſoul 
Zin Van en ſdon [Col all their Zeal. = 
* 2 | þ 
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148 Tbe Laberty 
the very conceit of à ſmall Janrmex; quite Tire Ml B 
out their Devotion. | The pooreſt, Trifles, their MW te 
very Fancies and Petts, as well as Pleaſures, W 
ſhall ſerve turn to ſtop them from the * or 
that would not be Enough to keep them from to 
a worſe place. O how Small a matter will MW 
turn ſuch Queafre Stomaehs a gainſt the Food of Ar 
their Souls, which they have a lle Love for: ¶ oc: 
And they that are moſt. Behind hand in their 
Souls Affairs, and have the greateſt Need of al 
Men, to Watch daily at the eg and Wait at 
the Poſts of Wiſdam's deors, uſe to be the great- 
eſt Truants here, and the moſt. ſlack and 1 Liſt- 
leſs of any, to Frequent the places of their 
Improvement, and duly to attend the Means 
and Helps that ſhould do their Soul Good. 
Such as can worſt afford to be Aßſent, are the 
moſt ſeldom Preſent. ' They will rather Ex 

poſe themſelves to the devouring. Enemy, than 
come under God's Banner, and Hide themſelves 
nu the Clefts of the Rock, that his Grodweſs'wa) 
paſs before them. If they muſt Worſhip Chrif, 
they will do it ſo, as none but Himſelf al tale 
g Notice. Who does indeed take Notice, That 
they are Aſhamed to Own. Him Before Mes 

And ſo He will once Diſows them + before his 
Father, and all the holy Angels. The pre 
tence is, They can do the buſineſs as. wel at 
their own Houſes; when in truth, they are 
too Stately, or too Lazy, to come unto Gd 
But you muſt go to His Houſe, if you exped 
the Bleſſing to come to your Own, For | thi 
4 4 be 
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of PRAYER. 
have their Riſe in Nauen, they come 
to':us'thr0 che Church. Plal. 134. 3. The Lord. 
that"made Heaven and Earth, Bleſs thee out of Zi- 
on; They ſhall a before God's Tadgment Seat, 
to their Confuſion, that will not appear at the 
Mercy-Seat of his s Temple; in their Devotion. 
And the Enemies of Churches ſhall once have 
oc un to Hate them yet more, when they 
ſhall have another Ere#;on at laſt, and Riſe up 
in the Judgment, to Teſiße againſt them. And 
that which they now bear as a Burthey, ſhall 
eternally load them with a heavy Remorſe. When 
inſtead of u all Opportunities to Appeat 
before the Lord, they are ready to re- aſſume 
the hoggiſn be. rgeſenes Requeſt, and Beſeech 
Chriſt to- Depart 25 of their aft. God knows 
how ſoon they may be puniſhed with their own 
Choice, and turn'd out of thoſe Churches, which 
they. ſo Sligbted, when they had them. Yea 
they that are lo Humourſome and Wanton, they 
vil not Worſhip the Lord in the Beauties of 

Holineſs, may fear to be for ever excluded that 
Holy Place Above, which * . was to 8 

them up for. 

But there are who come to the Houſe of 
Prayer, not indeed to Pray, but to Profane the 
Sacred Place, and Afﬀront Him to his Face 
who there Inhabits. Sometime they give the 
Ncbareb their Bodies, when Rome or Mammon 
has their Hearts. The Intention of their com- 
ing thither, is not to Seet and Enjoy the Lord. 
N wg really believ d Him to 2 in that Place, 
* 3 they 


Bleſſings 
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they: would leſs:Core to bei thete : er ne be 
thither:) But the Church is their Theatne: to 
and to be Seen-; There thuy can ke 
their Eaſe, and Dixert the s aud not 10 

anly Gaad about, bur Whiſper and Laugh, and th 
make a Merry Bout even of that Meeting. They H. 
Keep not their Foat when, they gar te the: Hie h. 
of, God, Nor ever put off the Shes of theit i I. 
cargal Affe ctions, When to tread: the Ah 
round: But carry even asd if it were at the 
Plan- Hauſe : As if they came but to Ait a fine 
Suit: or. to fee. how one is Preſt, Or how an- 
ether Loos or Alti: Which heath the beſi 
Face, or the gayeſt Carb and to pick up mat- 
ter for Taitle and) Stimpy On elſe to lol 
and fetch a Nap; and fo! Derrive the Time, 
and caſt Contempt on the Service. The Church 
Would be a 7% to them, if they did not take 
the Liberty ſo to Frafaue it! They can never 

Glad in the Faſe of Prayer, but whien 
ey Miſtake the Zrraud that ſhould bring 
them thither, and find ſomewhat Gameſome 
and Ridiculous, to make them Sport. &. Hie. 
rem, in an Epiſtle to one notorioufly Scanda- 
lous for ſuch Irreverence in God's Honſe, cries 
out, ¶ Non poſſum ulterius (progredi:) L want 
words to reach the Wickedneſs: of this Ad ,ñ = 
How then ſhall J undertake to Expreſs it, 43 T 

Wall 


it; deſerves ? May every one, in-God's| Fearg be- 
Den of Thieves, where e 
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Hearts, which are the only Sacrifice that he 


looks after: Or to turn the emple 1 into a Sewr. 


.- 


where the fie of Luft flames above that of 


the Altar': And impadent Goats are Incrigue® 
ing for their lewd Amours, inſtead of 
their moſt humble and earneſt Court to the 


Heavenly Bridegroom, In God 0 one let your 


thoughts be Iutent upon God. The Marker for 

Traffick, the Hal tor Noiſe, The S' for 
va ;. but, (as Moſes Teft the 'Mulrittde 
behind him, when” he went up to the Munk, 


So.) let all foolith Luſts, and yourktfuf Gifs 9 


and Worldly Intereſts be laid aſſde, when you 
Enter the Gates of the Lord's Hout: And let 
not the Coming to Church be à Counterfele, 
but Real Drawing nigh to God. Nor only take 
on you, to Serve, Him, but worſhip is Spirit 
and in Truth. If you are none of rti&Scorn- 
ful Deſerters, that help to make the ways” 
Zion Mourn; and her Gates deſolate, neither 
any. of the rude Zreruders, that tempt even the 


Stones of the Sanctuary to cry out of you, - 
coming thither bur to Folure' the Habiration of 


God's H lolineſs. 205 ar TOO 5 
re r . 
o vor Praing is the OY 
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not the Priſon, to cabfine it within thoſe 
Wag, ; or the only! Houſe where Proyet. is to 
3 * "+ 2848 be 
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be made. It is vain to come unto.,God's 'Floofe 
When, you make no Conſcienee to Pray at youi 
own, Ia the Word God Serves: us; In our 
Prayers, we Serve Him, or rather ourſelves 
upon him. And tis not what men appear Abroad, 
but how they carry the matter at Home, that is 
the main Trial of them. There they are apt to 
Perſonate others, Here they are Themſelves, and 
make it appear, whether they would have God, 
or-themſelves to be Uppermoſt. A Prayerleſs 
Family is no better than a Beaſt-heuſe ; and in- 
deed a Den of Thieves too, where God is robb d 
of his Tribute, and all their Souls of the Beneft. 
O what Maſters of Families are they, and how 
unworthy of that Name and Poft, who will Pro- 
vide no better for thoſe of their o Houſe, but 
Juſtle- out of doors, Him that has moſt to do 
there? How can he walk in his Houſe, with an 
Upright Heart, who reſolves not with Foſhua, ! 
and my Houſe will ſerve the Lord? Doth any 
man think to keep up the dignity of his Place 
with Z7«fipg and looking Big? As if he were 
too goodl, to Cringe every day at God's Foot 
ſtool» Silly as well as Proud wretch ! Whoever 
thinks to bear himſelf up, with a Credit Curt 
at the loſs of God's Honour, who will be ſure to 
nale his Deſpiſers Contemptible. When men 
Live together, as if they were 4ſhamed to Pray 
together, or to take any notice, how they are 
all Oblig'd to the great Benefactor, whom they 
every one continually live upon; They can 
Farce hold their Countenances, to make ſuch 2 
eie tet (teen ri eB rats ft Mock 
| Nun 
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thing like an 


Pri 15 
Meck Buſineſs of it, to Bow the Knee to him in 
Prayer,” whom they make ſo Bold with every 
whete elſe They ſo walk in their Fooſes, that 
we may ask in quite another ſenſe than David 
did, O when will the Lord come to them > The ill 
Education and want of any good Orders, that is 
got into Loofe Families, Wit the Bane of Church 
and State, and Plagues the World with ſuch 
Miſchiefs, as are hv dbily Grief of 1 1 Sen- 
ſible heart. 

Zut the Zen which ſhould be Beertedi in tlie 
Service, how commonly is it turn'd againſt it? 
Men I affected this way ſtand upon Terms 
with Chriff” Feſw, to Reaſes themſelves from 
under his Tote. They cry out Impofition. and 
Slavery! ind Twenty Evaffons to keep them 
off their Knees. Tis Hyperdulia, and where- 
fore is all this Waſte? And O how glad of any 
ology, to Superſede the Jrk/ome 
Imployment ? He chat will but undertake. to 
prove, That they may do as well without Pray- 
ers in their Families, ſhall Oblige them to be his 
Humble rvants, or any ones, rather than His 
that Made them. Nay, he ſhall be even Ad ⁰ . 
as a Saviour, that comes to ſet them Free where 
0 and ſome of his Miniſters, would tie them 

The Preacher of ſuch Latitudiwarian Do- 
Grine ſhall have Eſpouſers and Proſelites in 
abundance. But who and what are they ? Any 
to Credit the cauſe? Why all the Sweaters, 
Drunkards, Fornicators, Rude Nuffians, and 
Vile cotypations of the neighbourhood. oo 

. ready 


\ 
4 mee „ 


mady be Admirers,> For he 
ſpeaks theie tory, Harten and, ex 25 Its theie 
turns. Alk the Sbandalgus, campany a 
— ian out Of; COACEAT mm > 
ed, and: makes- it a MMI to theq, t 0, = 
| migh-10, he Haß, God, L . 5 ‚ 
greateſd Gorell ther Lohr h,any 4 | 
the Sons of Corruption one LM he they If « 
all be tauglu 0. Shake God. with, 5 fi 
rant: and to ask, bo ſhall Confine F 
where the Scriptwre 'ir-ſelf hath leſt t ITT 'M, 


But they that. are ſo ready to ſand 
want of an Expreſs, Cammand, are N bo 
well, to he none of the Tasdere, on forwardeſt 
men, to Follow the Lord, fully, Were his Ward 
doith: (peaks out Exprofy, -, Whew they arg com- 
wanded tau lb in the Spirit, and h it, to Mr. 
iy the auth of te Nanu: Vet wha more Carnal 
and Looſe than they? BY we. may too 
evidentiy perceive, That. it is not ſo much out 
of Conſcience, às for the, Bally-God, that they 
plead; and; contend They would have Ellen- 
roow:enough;; to Expatiate * their Luſts, and 
a Way. in Latitude, and Eaſe, and State, to Hea- 
ven; and: not be imited to that Narrom wa), 
whibft: they could. never abide. 
Zut dleth nat the Holy Scripture oblige 8 
Servo and Honour God ia all 2 Relations? and 
to Recognize aur common Lord in our Jaint, as 
well as Perſaus ! Capacity 2: Not neglecting thoſe 
Cunvenienctes which we haue to; Adore. him ? 


Then how can the Heuſpoluer, * 
599897 ” t In 
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think thechſeluts Exevſed? H we ane! te Prog 
Every a ( that is fit for it,) Is the Houſe 81 - 
Utopia, no where to be found? And: halb wa 
verſe together,» anch yet nut Fr tagasat He 

can the Maſter reaſonably ox pet Fmage of his 
Servants, hen he lets temi nat ſee him as cares 
fub to (ern. his Meer i Hrauen + Men wall not 
diſpute themſelves out of their Meals, and thein 
uſual Refreſnents, becuaſe the Soripture: doth 
not detormioe juſt hen and han and Honig 
they ſhall Eat and Drinis aud Dixert themſelves; 
Nor will they ask, What Teut binds me to go ta 
ſuch a good Friends Zdouſe, and: reneite his 
Kindneſs? Or to gor to ſuch a: Mariet or Ham; © 
to Buy aud Sell and get Gain? They can ga 
Writ houſe Commaod, and it's well, if they! da 
not oſten venture to go Againſt the plaineſt 
C 'for thewBndi]y, pleaſure, and thei 
Worldly-profit; Aud then what is wanting but 
the Spiritual fey. to Savaur and reliſſi the 
things of G Sgirit, as; good a) Stomacli ta 
the Food of their Souls, and as great a Concern» 
ment for their Aternal 6, to Datermine 
their Choice and -Rractiice this way > And to malte 
them: flock. as. faſt) to the Ilvane of Graen andꝭ tn 
ſee that all: thein Houſes be Aoufts aß Rrageri K 
dear Lave to the Service would be above all An 
guments, in the World for it. And aſſasmas am 
are Quir tened in Chriſh Jeu, aud became; Alina 
into Gad;. they wilt fer us the Ia — 


186 ITbe Jaberty g 
foading them, to go and Feaft their Souls with 
Him, ene W wherewith be 
Is well-pleaſed. i RRC 

Whatever * ſome may Ard Hes. 
ven, and laugh at the Round-about-way of Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer: I never heard of any 
Dying man'that was of that mind. How many 
then do ſadly Bewail it, that they had not taken 
this courſe? So that the Praying Families are on 
the Sureſt Side, all muſt acknowledge: And 
they may be infinite Gainers: But for certain 
they can never Loſe by this Service. When it 
looks like Loitering by the way, and Hindring 
their work, Vet they are about their Heavenly 
Father's Buſineſs. And he that Imploys them 
in it, will not ſuffer them to Loſe ground by 
it. It ſtops them, but like a Travellers Eating 


and Refreſhing himſelf, to recover Srrengeh for 


his Journey. And poor people that cry, they 
have not Time for i it, may more truly day, They 
have no Mind to it. For they can find Time 
for many matters of lefs Importance. © And they 
had better abate ſome Gains, and themſelves be 
turn d out of Doors, than graſp ſo much Buſineſs, 
as to Fuſtle Prayer out of Doors. But indeed 
Prayers never made any Beggars, unleſs it be in 
that Senſe, as is no Damage or Diſparagement to any. 
The laudable Uſage of all Well. govern d Fami- 
— To n to their Prayers, before they fall 

r they have Finiſhed, the Baſfneſs of 
the = cannot be Confrontea, without 2 Proud 
en Reflection upon the moſt Fudiciou, and 
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the moſt Pic Chriſtians in the World, When 


the 2 comes together in the Marving and 
g. This is the moſt decent way of bidding 
ban ee Good Nigbt. And ſuch Fa 
milies as Give themſelues to Prayer, uſe to give 
alſo the (beſt: Examples in other Matters, and 
ſae w/ that ithey are the likeſt of all to be in the 
Right. 1 Indeed an ordinary Obſerver, . 
thing impartial,) may eaſily ſee the Di 

— is Commonly between Praying and Prayer- 
leſs Families, I ſay, commonly, fori it-is Poſſible, 
the Services may be kept up in a Perfunttory, 
heedleſs, and cuſtomary manner, without any 
Improvement to the Worſhippers: But then the 
faule is nottat all in the Offices, © but in the May 
of performance: And they are Abuſed; like 
many other Good things, that men often uſe, 
without doing themſelves any Good in the Uſe. 
We may reaſonably expect in the Praying Fami- 
les to fd the Fear and Love of God, and all 
Honeſty and Mercy, and Sobriety and Decency to 
prevail and floariſh : For the Courſe which they 
take Naturally tends to produce ſuch Effects, and 
thrò God Bleſſing, it uſually proves Succeſsful, 
But how little cauſe ſhall We ſee to admire the 
Religion of ſuch as turn Prayers out of their 
Houſes And alas, What, to their Credit, do 
they bring in the Room of ſuch Offices? Where 
ſhall you meet with ſuch Nurſeries of Oaths and 
Brawls, nee and Lewaneſs, Cruelty: and 


 Knavery? And who indeed can expect any 


other * of Fraits among ſuch, as Sow no 
Better? 


* Inn 


788 1 Ther Biber) 0 
Bier > How fey hep abs VR Re 
ligion;\withour ang d or Bun, 
Grace the late Lord Archbiſliop vf C 
Whole Memory oughi evet vo e in chi Cher 
— een) us indeed among thb Best tis 
precious, and eves ſuth whoſe: brath Hay be 
Got Miles lignane enough "ro Bla it, yet do 

t ſo nnd rhe their p togertwt With their 
Upen ſome that would Deh4f's 
Hier fic be ker dach un Ethnick Badge, 28 will 
Rick much longer to them, becauſt they take 
the courſe every day by Proſets 9 > I to 
prove their Houſes "F-aMbeuifÞ,-a 
Ho better than a Ompuny wk — —— \ 
Batmer of Cbriſt. As) they paß in His great 
Judgnbent who tells us, in erer Fawily- 

Religion, That Where the Worhtp "of God h 
daily Prayers, every Morning du Rpening, b 
Neoleled, He fees not, — any Family ens in 
reaſon,” be ee Family of Chyifians, Of i. 
dtc v0 have any Religion af ad-. 

And what a Comemprible Fed is thut of 4 
Family, that hath neither Eye to lend them in 
the ways of God, nor a Tou to Speak for 
them at the Throne of Grace If thou haſt Senſe 
and Readineſs of Expreſſion” in other matters, 
What is it, but thy 'own Wickedweſs, when 
thou want'ft it for Prayers * And if thou wanteſt 
61 und Abilieies, why doſt thou nor make it 
up another way? By ſome Sum in thy 
Room, or by 1 — Toru to help thee 


out? When, hand the laſt named moſt Reverend 
| Author 


not Move, 009 
Preſs d Soldier 21 wag 
could tell how wool! do 
Sound a Trumpet in 
Aloud in che Clic, wit 4 TAIT 
and Obſerved of Me, 2 oe be Hear 
of — and . 900p: God... = few 
ws its 0Wn-Bitterneſs, and can Its 
own Tale r And if Sincere, and Serious, Th 
not be at Reſt, till got. Alone, to Pour out it 
ſelf before the Lord. But this is none of the 
Mypocrite Care, who little regards What he is 
towards God in Private, S0 he we but Shew 
well before men Abroad. Or if he Prays * 
It is but to be the Better thou 5 6 by thoſe 
. who, he thinks, take Notice only. to get a 
little out of the Ding of his 8 Conſci- 
ence. Not drawn by the Heavenly Sweets of 
that Satisfaction and Camfort, which is to be 
Found i in Secret Devotion. 
- Somewhat indeed may thus be Offered at it, 
by thoſe that are not Right. But ſuch as are 
not at all Us to it, cannot chuſe but be Naught. 
When they Worſhip but for Company and 
Faſhion Sake, and if leſt to themſelves e'ne let it 
Drop to the ground, it ſpeaks. ſuch, a Shineſs to 
God, as betrays their Hearts, not to be Right 
with Him, For if he were the Beloved f their 
Souls, that had their Hearts, He Would then 
have more of their Company. But when they 
Auen his Face, and at his Invitations e 
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God apart, 


of Parts. «| 
to Nia, they hang Bert from bim; Sure all is 
to pieces het ween Him and their Souls: And a 
the Service they” ure preſent ut, together with 
others, is but meerly 1 Fe Fut, Recauſe 
chey mo not how, for fame, to avoid 
it; Mum ns OF 67153253 10 10182 53159 E644", 
And thus, | How many, for wum of On- 
ning n their oem Hearts, and R to Seek 
aro to themſelves even all 
ys 2 A keeping in a R 
of Pleaſures, Buſineſs. and Company,) 
are ſo taken up, and otherwiſe Engaged, that 
they ſrarce ever come to know art, How 
the caſe ſtands with their -Sou/s. They that 
find no delight li C/oftrs/undRehigious Retire» 
ments, but all in Paſtimes, and Drinking-hou» 
ks, and J ocaſe Company, and fuck men o | 
World as they can Ger by, O what a Dark 
ſineſs, and Melancholly Task, in their eſteem, 
is the Withdrawing, to enjoy Communion with 
bed They wil fooner See at ir; than ever ſet 
themſetves to Set after any ſuch thing. And 
then alas, What have they more than the Hunt 
and She# of Religien : Seeing the Fich and 
Kernel of all lias iii making Coaldicoce of Secrer 
Sins, and Seeret Duties e 1 ſay, maleing Conſci- 
ere of them,” | and! neither ſuffering che Privace | 
Prayers to be Omitted, nor yet going only, © ro 
formal, to the Cloſer, and there making ſuch a 
Bufineſs of it, as Domitien of his going alone to 
catch Niet: But dwelling in che Scerer Place of 
the Me Hd, 2 his All- ſeeing Bye 
upon 
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[Ins Wivgs/\ with ſingular Complacenee and De- 
night. Serrer Sins if they are in thy Delights, 
andthy Rurpole to dᷣtick to them, will ſpoil all 
ithy Secret Praytrs. But when thou art for ha- 
ving the Searcher of Hearts, to Search and 7ry 
- Thee; that thy Heart may be approved; unto 
HFimę then ſhalt thou go Boldly to thy Faser ia 
Searet, and See bis Face with Fey, and ſind ſuch 
Saul Satisfaction with Him, as ſhall for ever En. 
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Aten cen eee d ee ene geren offs 7 
HE pious - Soul - Eccho's to God's «Call 
I Pſal. 27. 8. ben thou. faidft,; Seek ye 
Face, My Heart ſaid unto thec, Thy' Face, Lord 
will 1 ſeek. No ſooner is the 'Motion made, but 
it is gladly Embraced, Nothing in the work 
is ſo grateful to a holy Heart, as ſuch Hauen 
Correſpondence. - But if wicked: men make an) 
Overtuares of approach to the Holy God, the 
care not how Se/dom they come anear Him; anc 
when they muſt be Concerned with Him, the 
care not how So they: have done. His De 
which he has ſet apart for the purpoſe, it . 
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vient Or it . 
ney po He leery. cn ied ne 
e eee, of; rhe 
Sunday (11S; 
klinke they have Served him we JI; th be 
when they Lit, after their Capricioua Foncy,, 
not accordigg to his Divine Appointment, , 
107 Noam is the Accepted Time, and Hear his Vacs 
Io dat But they, think another time wall, Serve | 
com, 39d e e 25 Pell, any Jdle. Mis 
wy — they know ane whey gli to My 
they would. put off for 1 4 
they haye no mind to do at a4, 790 
and then a little, as they pleaſe,. THEY 9 Joy 
ry them, that they do any thing like Serving 
Lord, and do it in ſuch a,, manner, as hes 
— be much Bebolden to e 
will not Ergage in it, nor 1 it, Gr, 
Canſtant at it. Only ſome little Snatches, an 
wide Breaches, between. They vannot. Live a 
day without their Meals, but 5 many days 
come between, they find no Maut of their Pray- 
ers. Tho Scripture, tells them not, Ho oft 
they ſhall Eat or Sleep, yet they have their Ser 
Iimes for both Meals and Reſt. But O where's 


any the like Care to Secure their Prayers ! 'Tis 
M2 only 
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Priyer-Times, Vet tk 4478 
Break them? * 


enough e af Life 
- to Seek the fy en Bir be Found ; but for. 
v hat he ſeprthem into 1 todo: and 
— en and ils ee Tt 
to go to a t e in 
a ſtare Er und She 
other Buſineſs, if they mi — 
ful, above all, they had e en as good 
their Time, as ſo'Beftr themſelves in the 
I know, many of the | Wd Bu 
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have not ae do as they cy 
in the Greateſt and Beſt of e — 


Intimations, what Mighty — 8 
| ds. ght expect from them, find they but the 0 
prin ies which ſome others enjoy. THS, 
pon 
portunity is offer 


alas, 
the Lori Day it (elf, when the fair 07 
offer em. and Worldly Baſneſs i 

out of the way, Vet even then they 
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bur ſhamefully Confute Them 
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166 be Liberty 
veſt no better, and takeſt no intre. Care of au- 
Wort, but to run it up in the Narrow), yea even 
7 bruſt it dut ſtill with ocher Mattees!z-1 
oount'ſt it enough to Serve Him, Who 
gives thee all thy Ine here in this World! for 
His Service, Only: with the Morids NUN net, 
'whitn' thou haſt nothing elſe to do, —— 
ſo neither: O — wr fr thy Timgeanſt 
thou hope, with any Comfort to render at hi 
Tribunal, when Time „ wich thee ſhall de n mixe 
If thou Wanteſt Time to do G Work, chop 
wilt Want an Hbf to o Enjayt this. Retard: 
And if thou doſt nor Work th Forks af him 
that Sent tied while it is Day The Nigbs will 
be upon thee, ————— — And 
then if thy Courſe be Finiſh'd;; before thy Work 
is done; Thou wilt Bewail the Want of Time, 
when too Late to Call Back what thou haſt 
ture v i uαπ to other 1 ite Foreign 
ard" Un pertinent to that „for which 
the precious Talus was — Hands. 
Even the mem of gteateſt Bufurſi, that had aſt 
to do in*the Worſd, hen, at laſt, they come 
1 Zeuve it, ſhall percei ve LT bat no men elſe 
ohn Earth were more Cc tian Them. 
leg to Care for: their Souls, and Flee: from 
the Wrath to come, ud Mind the Way to Hea- 
ven, and Workwht Theiriown Salvation'; (Hon 
ever they Turn d their Reads another way, anf 
were all Takeavap Kill: about ſomewhat elſe: 
and- hall wiſh, when Time is Paf That tiiey had 
Neglected eyorpaling in eln World, rather _ ic 
24 38:00 | 1 411 


N 


, _— l 


V 


2 F PAY. 167 
this Owe ibi. which is of Abſolute Necellity tos 
be done. Eee alen Behold a Commendable 
Ii und Coverouſneſs, To be Greedy of Op- 
portumities for thy Soul, To'Engroſs and Steal 
Time from other eſs Concerning, Matters, for 
Prayer and the Worſhip of God: Vea to Make 
Tunis for this Service, whatever Buſineſs elſe 
thoa Somenehe upon. And here's the Unei< 
ceptionable, holy Egicesgſ, if thou canſt hit 
upon it.) to be taken up with ſuch ſweet Satis- 
faction this Way, as to reckon an Hour ſo ſpent 

Better than a THdeſan#.otheriwiſe beſtowed. 

Tho. I would not lay a Snare for any _ 
Conſoience, in obliging them to Believe, 
they can never in any caſe, without Sin, Cie 
any Accaſtomed -Offite, when fome great Occaſion 
Intervening may call another way, Yet Conſtangy 
in a good \Courſe, is a commendable. Vertu : 
and the Spiritual Life is more Orderly; when 
we have our Stated Times, which: e 'wilf net 


as = Bread. "And the day a — hives | 
Ti hu, teaches us alſo, c 


her with this, to beg 
the ret. Is he a — 2-Brutt, that makes 
not Prayer the Key to unlock the Day, and the 
Bolt to ſhut it up? The Jews counted it the. Als 
mination of Deſolation, when, under Antid?- of 
ches, the Daily: Sacrifice was>8uſpended. And 4 
bad juſtly may we count that an Omirons dein 4 
han Nen no macs -our: TOY of 
7-4 x4 fered. 
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leaves us worſd than without a C Hitheut Ged 
in the aud. When Prayer ſbauld de ag the 
very Puſſe of our Sous. Ireath 
3 foould be-as 3 Breath after God, the 
Dux God, in whom we over Live , u 
and. 40: and upon whom we do hang every 
Moment, for Life and r 
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That we hure act ſo 
2 Bit of Bea but whas we Beg: And chere 


fore our Gracious Lord direrts us to Open ont 
mouths in Prayer, that he may Fill them with 
Gead. Let the Liberty to ask what we Will, 
F 
an aur or 4 on dur 
mies To look up for -Supplics of this Life, is 


Nate Prayer, without Grace: ea the Brat 
gm >a to it even without Regſos, 


young Lions ra after ribeir Prey, and n 

_ thiir: Meat from. Cad „fl n 421. „ Tbe)y 
that Enlatge their Deſinea a Hu and, the 
_ Grave, uncharn not Satigfied,: Craving thair For- 
Kon a. this Lie their Beliy full of "of God's Blu 
 Freaſare;/ 1 1778 their Wiſhes, with Bas. 
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chat eh x9ketheir:Li o Lide after 


#he” Fiſh, and hüvettde fairer opportiadities: to 
fulfil: af! Their Lehn 0/Theit a+ but the 


Redti9gxbfocheir\flodd3Srmwachy ;, atd\the Boil. 
ing auß öf theit\ T ful nag pelire Health and 

Wealth; Senfonable Weather 14nd) plentiful 
days, wich heace and LI burty ro Exjey iber, 
4s the top of Ab Their Wies They glos chem. 


ſelves for iprooſt, Ttiat G and hi Company 


were noc the .only! men wald ed : of tlie 
Farrh t hen alas Thiemſelves d Sunk and 

2 its 2s Ti Dead 
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loſt, uad even 8 
to Gad und quite off. ul 754 
They thin chey bun H,Ue 
World: But they 
duſt of che G has ſtopt their , and 
then wiſh-?0@ Cate, chat they bag bean Mer 
and coveted varneſtiyugdtre Gi us „ 
But thereture Extrabigent ν ere which are 
Blaſpbemou to be Made, Ad would: nds the 
Petitibnel to have them Grunted. When men 
Pray for *Go#3<Diſhymapry and their owri Shame 
and Run e und w ud have themſelves or 
others Confounded und Damned.” hep: anc = 
themſetves:too; ſdon at the end of their -Cir/ed 
Wiſhes. And had theywaayfenſe in them, and 
would but ever give themſoſves leave to Gonfoder, 
chey would dread ſo to: Dart the God that has 
Power to ' Ni nnd caſt bn t#hto Hell. To beg 
of God for any Wioked"thing ; is not only 2 
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of Grage into an Infivugent,vt Kalan = 
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ayer is the maid part of all our Worſhip, 
and-to pv this Royalty Ge C088 . 


Hes vem The Tribute af. Haonatiom ta others 
chan 40 God? bie 3 Be it to Images Saints, ivy 
Angels, or anything: blſe, is-vxpreſly forbidden. 
Mat. Aug. Get aber bence; Satan, fonlite i writ- 
ten, Thon _ Worſhip tbe Lord thy Vad, an 
Him Ori 2 In all fuckiDizided 
MVorſbip may be ſeen the print of the Cloven Foot. 
To worſhip, any Creature, with Divine Wor- 
ſhip, is t make it an Je: And Idols arg: of 
his Ereffing, who' is all for Uſurping God's Hg- 
nour / 10H. And fo the Children which 
were Offered to the Idols of (Canaan, wers ſai 
to be offered, unto Deuils, Pſal. 106, 37% 
The Agaſtie makes Iuvocat ion peculiax qa the God 
in whom "Rr lere, Rom, 10. 14. * 
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| be Ommipreſent, Omniſcient, and 
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what more we, aſcribe ta the 9% Fiigh 


God? As there is hut One God, So we are te 


+ For none dan Have 
vith God , than He. 
have more Piry and Xindveſs for us 
7 dons, Wo may deſpair the Mediation 

© May deſpair over to 
our ſelves any der Friend 
is better "than ull che 
at Rowe to their Bow, He 
Our Father, adds not u of any 
tn wo 19 wks to hy Acer No 
in imperfect Prin. 

Earth, to be Sollirited by Courrier: 
and Proxies, who muſt indeed firſt Lm from 

Him, the very Matter which to 
Him. And all the G Mawners forehin this 
wide Circ? is utterly fpoil'd by che 2 
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7 „ & che Law reuſon, ko 
Ag: Cue to 4 Conrtier. It is 40 offer Rel 
ton for Sacrifice + and prend er Flu | 
TIEN his o Law,” ' 1 
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Indeed vn 4ο re Mebu, opplied by us 
to thoſe iir Heaven; is meren and 
we may better employ ons ſelves, than 
our Han: which we hnow not if e i Na 
1 Due if; hall 
be allowed; capable ti Underfzndang the com 
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2 * us, We would  Howeur God's Saints 
more, than to think them To Proud, is ever to 


Arrogate, or Abide, the glory 2 _ get 
rexel og 0 De 
itiaas: 

was the Devifs deſire. When thei | 
on Earth, was, Sirs , Why do ye theſe 
Stand , I my felf alſe am 4 man. See 1 

do it not. Sure they have not ſince , Unkersd 
that Humiticy In ene fee which they were 
ſo Eminent here below, as to thank us now for 
tho Service. Na, they ard too Good, o Hude 
it. And they that Pmy to an Auge. Not on- 
iy do Diſhogour the I Aojefy that con 
never be ſo Re ed; without moſt , 
groſly Abuſed : But alſa Debaſe 


to a Later with * 
| 3, 
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* mens 


fall dowmep]: Plokitbric'®. Wehen 
n J evade edt 


Tritt bien thew\.  -\ = ni amo} noqu lis 
- And'Whoever' Truss ta aby thingazhach 
Ate;cor Have 8 inuten tor 
theme 'anilifly for tlſat Nye te un Frunhions, 
Imerelts/\Friends; -ar\\Creatures: TY tlie World, 
which is only to be found in im y tliat Made 
Heavetiand Earth : Anthey Deſert ah Diſob-, 
lige Hitnii who wil vor 1 ro another, 
So they" miſerably point\and. Abuſe ahem- 
ſolves 'agdrome unden the Jer. 27. 
15. Carſell d tbe mam that. Traſfeth in man, ant 

waket Ng bis A , Heart departeth 
| from the Lord. | Ho 
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HEN men draw nigh. to God with 
their Mauth, and their Hearts are far 
Wem him, Contenting themſelves, to go over 
ſo Words, in the meer Lip. labour, and 
Vawning over ſome faint Petitions, in a Lis 
iteſs, drowſy manner, as if they were IS 

Wake, 


about 


ne e 
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ww 


the P 
If / it be not the A 
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worbf 1674. inf, 
them to Woribip: Feri v, 
ee led f verh. neon? 
indeed; ynlg We. . — niehr, K:. 
the Sins; ng e 

anden _ on nota eo DEVEUr, 
When . — | 
to pines hes he won er, oH Ep. it 
Inteyt upon the — Wheaithey | 
preſumptppuſly go forth in their own'8remgrhy 
and ruſh pom the. Sexvies, without co der- 
ing What, theq; are going abent: And Wa fal- 
len upon it, they mind opt Hhithet the Heart 
Roves and gads : Let the Taupten, Jageand in- 
terrupt them, as then Py ytheneſe hide: t. lau, 
whom he want to Prayers 16046<-Xerthey 
take no care to ſeize, and call in the Va 
Thoughts Then the Prayer ig nothing ole, 


but only ſo much Sid , and a Haduie of 


Words pour d out into the Empty Air. : Of no 
Significancy at all, but only to Accuſe and Con- 
demn them, for making: ſo Bold: with the Sear- 
cher of Hearts,\T0 lie Babbling in his Preſence, 
and make but a Noiſe, as Sounding Brus, and 
the Tinkling Cymbal :\ Yea; and commit a ſott 


. Iavoeating the Dezry, to witneſs but a 
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this while; there may be ſomewliat like gest. 
, but here is no Strivin 20) Enter, when 
the Heart is no more Engaged. to the Lord. 
Nay tis but 'a "meer! piece , of. Mork-Devotion, - 
that: inſtead of Artoning for our Sins, does 


but Add ſtill more to the Number. And then, 
alas, What Ho 


pl can men have from ſuch 
kind of Prayers, even for which they have a 
great deal more t A»ſwer'?- No-Wit or Parts, 

or the moſt curious Art to Pack Peta yon 


ly together, is enough to —_ a f 
without the Drawi of 
the Spirit of þ rarer Bs ju 

on, 


good Prayer, 
the Heart, and 


Springs of AQti>- 


upon what Motives we 
what Ends: we do it; are moſt of all to be re« 


things that lye under Ground: Vet in the Scru- 
tiny ———— our ſelves, this is the 
— ry, Whether our Prisriples and 
Deſgus be right and ſound at the Bottom? 
Whether God's holy.) Fear and Faith and Love 
ſet us à going? and whether. the Pleafing of 
his Will, rhe Homuring of his Name, and the 


attaining of his Faun, to be made Liter and 


to be brought Nearer to Him, be our grand 
Aim and Iatention. Better let the —— lead 
the Words, thd they be but few and mean, than 
be full of fine Zxpriſions, and no Heart to fol- 
low. But O rs ay is the\. Decerver . Decieved, . 
that goes about to Mock the only Wiſe God ? 
As good Affront him in the Fate of the Sun, 
as W with him in the Secret of the 
N Heart. 


proceed, and to 
garded'y/th6 they be Lareur, like the Roots f 


_- 'The- Liberty *\+ Ig? 
Hieate. eee eee 
 Hypocrite with him, but fſorbear till they 
enn do it | fo, as he ſhall not be Aware of it, 
And then, de ſure, 80 e Denenda of- 
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Pur —— a wien, is is to ec 
his Heart, but yet it is not Ali nor the 
Oely thing that he hath to look after, \He muſt 
— that out of the Ane of his Heart, 
his Mauth ſpeak to the Purpoſe, and ds Be- 
comes him. Tis un irtolerabie Preſumption, 
for poor Mortals,. that ire but Sinful //wretch- 
ed Worms to be 2 their Months, to 
„ permeſt, ( though 
e * Wild,) 


before the moſt 
High and Wiſe and Holy 


As if the Wards 
of Prayer needed no — Wem ien 
3 
Lik , in the greateſt Preferte: At if they 
thought the Lord either ſuch a Sorry: Hofer, 
whom any thing were good enough. for : Or 
one ſofarof;: — of if und not 
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Given, to roll and Luxwriate in 19 
"ny without either 1 ot much 
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cans 2 jor dür De- 
vfl: Qut o wh ich nn ner what 
is Pertinent, 2890 mot to be at.a:Lo/s, to expreſs 
the {ons ang wiſhes of our Hearts. 
_- Thd.an ealy, Unaffefted Stilefuited to the Un- 


anding and In e Worſhippers,” 
is the 120 ener ord 19 9 
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| yer aying their 
Contempy, of Heaven, Mi: Bros 25 e over 
hat ther Fog to ar wirhont wy Sumiſſve 
Voice, or Lively Accen 


or. Aﬀetionate Strain, 
to ſhew how Awful , 7 245 in what good Barnet, 


they are. Our Voice is the Index of our Mind, 

and by that we ſignify the Devotion which is in 

our Hearts. And he that talks at a 
NZ ore ._ - 
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ſore the Lord, ſhews little care e that b b Heart is 1 
in, to form Service meet for God's 2 
We had as Pray in an; Unknown, 
as in an Unregarded Language.” The one is to 
ſay, We know not what, and. the other, "We tare 
not what. But if we muſt Worſhip with the 
Spirit, it is requifite we ſhould em Wat we 
ſay, and Pray with the Underſtanding, of elſe how 
can our Mind and Spirit be concerned ? *Tis leſs 
Affront to be fflent before the Lord, than to 
offer ro Him Service that is to us, Onintelligibte 
Gibberiſh, or Empty Talk. And 1 cannot but 
tax it for a very condemnable” ance and 
Looſeneſs of Speech, inPrayer, when the Tongue 
s ſuffered to run our, ate ond the Senſe and 
Devotion of the Speaker,” and alſo as far beyond 
the Attehtion and Piriens of” . earers. 
when the Prayers are ſpun" ont To's Tenn, 
Length, to ſhew how far a'min'is ble to 
out, and Fade and tire all his Company, till they 
Long for nothing more, than to be out of that 
Pain; and then rejoice in tlie Deli Verance, and 
| dread ſuch another Affliction. they Be- 
ware, by whom ſuch Offence comes, that they 
Piſtaſte not any, (too apt to /mbibe ſuch Preju- 
 dices). againſt the Worſhip of God, to whom, 
they ſhould uſe all Togenuous eas Ar- 
LA to Recommend and at" a 
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mn w Care of the Behaviour in bor, 


Go» that is Terje out of bis Holy Places, 
- ought Greatly to be Feared of all that are 


about Him. And none of his Xindveſs to us, 


muſt ever tempt us to forget our Diſtance, and 
Grow upon __ as if he were but ſuch à one 
as our ſelves. Tgnorant People think baſely 
of God, in the Form . Old man , ſitting 
in his Chair + to which Bungling Conceit the 
Popiſh' Painters liave lent their 


comprebenſible. And anſwerable to the 0 Op 
en conceived of God, uſes to be the Worſhip 
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lightly of God, they can be as Rude and ſaucy 
with him, and dirulg e their Inward Contempt 
in their Carriage road: Preſeuting no Ob- 


him. As if they came not to Adore and Pray, 


but to Vu and Huff, to Shew or Divert © 


themſelves , to Scandlalize their Neighbours, 
and Saddew the Hearts of ſome, and make a 
Game for others : To caſt their Dirt and Scorn 
upon Holy Things , in their Yawning or Sleep- 
ing over them, or Laughing 
Playing with them. And by their Soong 
nance and Geſture and Actions, ſhewing 


oy Concern in the — God, a 


lations, but what more A Frost than Honour 


1 


the while, and | 


Help, daring - - 
ſo to Pictare Him that is Invifible, and 42 


paid to him. When men think Low and : 


* 


192 1, «0 The Liberty) 
t were an idle Gambol, or the moſt Trivial bu: 


ſineſs. They will obferve and Revere a fras! 


mas that ſhall Dye, but make even nothing of 
the Almighty, Everliving God, who Awrs the 
World with a Look, and will make his Deſpiſers 
diſcern, to their eternal Coſt, between them 
that honoured, and them that ſo wiliſea Him. 
Cbriſtians that behave themſelves ua and an- 
mannerly in their Worſhip, ſhall be condemned 
in Judgment by the 7urks, who are ſaid to be 
ſo Curious in this point, they think it will Spoil 
all their Prayers, if they but ſcratch the bead 
with 2 Finger, While they are upon them. The 
dreadful Judge of Quick and Dead is not to be 
treated after the rate of an ordinaty man. 
They that have ſuch 'a Clowniſh Familiarity, 
have never the more, but the leſs Friendſhip 
with God, The Prayer that Puffs ap, ſerves but 
to do us burt. When we are Proud ef our 
Prayers, ( which are indeed but Acknowledg- 
ments of ſudigence: and Guilt,” and Offices of 
Humiliation and 'Repentance, ): we quite miſtake 
their Deſgy, and ſhall'as much fail too of their 
Succeſs. And inſtead of Drawing uigh to God, 
He will ſee w-afar off. Tis his Grace to take 
even our Beſt in good part at our Hands, (which 
is but a mean Preſent for the m High.) and 
to employ ſinful Worms in. his Serie, ho 
Humbles himſelf to Behold, even the Things 
that are in Heaten, and hath? the higheſt An- 
gels ambitious to Attend upon His Throne. And 
if we uſe to Applaud our W 
e e — __— 


— 
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guiſhing- Note of a Godly man. For that is 
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cuiſſe viris,) to fit the Humour of Great men, 


How much mord ſhould we rejoice, to be Ac- 


ceptable to Him in whoſe Favour is Life > Who 
(unleſs we bo/4 back, what is in our Powgy to 
Give,) will not Deſpiſe us, that zt is no Better, 
when he ſees we Fave no Better. But he will 
not endure, that Proud Scarners, and rude Lab- 
bers ſhould come ta his Face, only to Po/are 
his Ordinances: but will caſt their wretched 
Offerings, as Dire, in their Faces, eſpecially, 
when they are called by his Name, and cd 
to be 4 Nigh to Him, And yet he could 

not bg ſerueu, by any that are Afar off, 
but his Name is more Dreadful among the Hea- 
then Tho Religiam then is not to be Gama, yet 
we muſt not ſtrip it ſo Naked, (under pretence 
of Spirituality;) that it appear in no Deceat 
Garb : Nor make Jrreverence, and a Worſhip 
without any Becoming Circumſtances , the diſtin- 


of 


wzy to bring all our Religion under a juſt 8 


pieion; when we carry towards the great Ade- 
rable 04je# of it, as if we had no Awe of Him, 


noriRegard or Love to Him. Curſed is be that 
doth the Work of the "Lord ſo Negligently. At 
his Peril it is, who meddles not with the Vor- 


ſhip of God, but to Expoſe and Blaſpbeme it: 


and Wo be to that man whoſe very O/ations 
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THE | Bleſſed God who Lacketh nothing , 
1 ſtands. not in ſuch Need of men's Ser. 
vices, as to accept the Preſent that is all Soil. 
ed with Filthy Hands. | When he accepts no- 
thing indeed from us, but only to do us 2 
Kindneſs : and makes us much more beholden 
to Him, to take Notice of our Offering, than 
ever we can Oblige Him with the Service. He 
will Abhor even our Holy Thing, if we Ab- 
hor his Holy Ways. Therefore when we are 
off our Xnees, the Apoſtle cautions us, to 
take heed how we Walt, 1 Pet. 1. 17. If ye 
Call upon the Father, wo, without :reſpett of 
perſons judgeth according to every. man's Wor h, 
Paſs the time of your ſojournivg bere in Fear. 
All the Religion of wicked men, is upon 
their Aueces, without looking to their Steps. 
They may ſometimes: ſhew Devout in their 
Prayers, who yet are moſt. Profligate in their 
Lives, and uſe their Offices, only as a Coal 
for their Sins, and-to.Compound with the Divine 

«Juſtice, for Ging on ftill in tbeir  Treſpaſſes ; 

, | Depofiting their  Pageant-like' Pitt) 
i the Church, only to make a Shew 
with on Holidays. But ſuch as are fo 
Rotten and torrupt at Heart, and 

| | quite 
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quite; out in the very Drift and zevour of their 
Life, mul not think to put off the Holy Fea- 
lous God, with a parcel of Good Words, and De- 
mure Looks, and ſine Poſtures. He will ſcorn 
all the Prayers of ſuch as caſt off his Frar, and 
diſregard his Holy Word. They. ſhall cry in 
vain for his Help, that neglect their honeſt En- 
deavours to help themſelves. They that truſt. in 
the Lord; and do no Good, but preſume that 
Cbhriſt will Save them, againſt his own Geſpel, are 
à ſort of Worſhippers, that are like to find as lit- 
tle. Succeſs in their Praying, as God finds Inte- 
grity and Piety in their Malling. Their Carnal 
Living ſpoils all their Spiritual Worſhipping. 
They ſhall find ſmall Welcome with Him, when 
they love to be moſt. Uike Him, When they 
cannot abide his Friends. And love none ſo 
well as the Worſt of his Enemies; Nay can 
Blaſphemouſly ſwear elſewhere as faſt by the 
Name of their Maker, as they Bom mannerly at 
Church.to the Name of their Saviour. And when 
they take on them to Pray the Lord to have Mer- 
cy bon them, for Tating bis Name in Vain, and 
to Inclinetheir Hearts to keep that Law, and yet 
are ſo far from Minding what they Say, that 
preſently: after, in the accuſtomed manner, they 
fall Ful upon Him, and make nothing of it, 
to Plgy with that tremendous Name, as their 
Balle. O how Vis are their Oblations? What 
Abomination is their Incenſe? Yea, what [»i- 
quity even their Solemn Meeting ? As good 
they Slew @ Man, as Kill d an Ox f or Cut off 


Dog's 


Seervioe of God, at Prayer: 
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Degs neck,” @ ſacrificed 'a' Lamb, Ia." 66. 3. If 
a man be a Warſhipper of 'God, and do bis Wil, 
him he heareth,' Joh. 9. 31. The only .zecepta- 
ble Worſhippers, are Conſcientious Dealers, and 
inoffenſive, uſeful, holy Livers. They muſt 
keep their Hearts in Awful obedient Frame at 
times, who would find them ready for the 
Times. And ſuch as 


live in God's Eye and preſenee, and are ſo much 
Concerned and taken up with Him , Dare not 
do the // Things which, they know, would ſpoil 
all their Welcome with Him, and Turn his Face 

_ againſt them. They that would not have God's 
they be not Wanting to bis Grace, and not think 
to have What they will, in their Prayers, who do 
what they liſt in their Les. Nor uſe their 
Prayers to ſave them the Labour of doing any 
thing elſe in the Religious practice; but to get 
Strergib for the performance of all their other 
Offices. Pfal. 119. 145. J Cried with my" whole 
art, Hear me, O Lord, I will beep thy Statutes. 
He askt not leave to Offend, but Mercy 2s 
might Enable and Encourage him, with an En- 
. To run the way of God's Canna. 
Our Prayers being but Iuſtrumental duties there- 
fore our Religion does not conſiſt only in going 
over our Offices, of Courſe, but is to make' us 
- Like our Heavenly Father, as like as ever'we 


b 4 To 
- i 


ee op. - 
Te keep up a Face of Religious Worſhip then, 
and 8 Cirtw/atien of ſome Cuſtomary performan« 
ces, which we ate got into a Road of going o- 
charging the work, but for it's vn lake : Rids 
no Ground, makes not the leaſt Way, Nor brings 
us ever the Nearr to the Bleſſed End. . If we 
mind not further purpoſes, to which ſuch Exer- 
ciſes are Iaten fe | 


„ we uſe; them to e pus 
Nay if we make our Prayers our Saviewrs, 

lie in our wey, to binder us from the only true 
Saviour. When we ſhould uſe them, but as the 
Boats and Bridges, to help us over to him, and 
k Nas the Bucte to draw out of his Infinite Full. 
lo %%: Not only to Evidence the Grace that we 
have received, but to Ger il More that we har 
need of. For ſuch indeed is the Raggedveſs — 
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inſufficiency, of all our Services, that we ex- 
treamly want à Saviour to help us out, and e- 
ven to Attone for the Jniquities of our Holy 
things, aſter we have done our Beſt; all which 
is unavailable to Salvation, if the Lord Jeſis be 


it 
y 
et 
er 
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2 
in- not our Strength and aur Redeemer, Tis mer 
&. 
re- 
ing 
Us 
we 


therefore from the Lord, to let us ſee the Cracks 

and Flaws, the Frailties and Imperfections of our 

beſt Performances:; that we may not Erect our 
Plumes, and be Proud of our Prayers, nor Ac- + 
quieſce in them, nor too much Value our ſelves - 

upon them. © W, 

But when men only 7a/k of Believing in 

To N Clriſt, but never do it: And when they boldly 


ſtill, and make Amends for all: 'Publicavs and 


188 be Liberty 

Sin on, and Truſt to their Prayers and Offices 

and Confeſs and Pray for Pardon, and ſo to it 

again; and make their accuſtomed Prayers + 

Super-ſedeas to holy Practice, and the Leaves, 

not to Heal, but to Hide their Sins; thinking 
the little Services of courſe muſt ſet them right 


Harlots may get to Heaven, before ſuch Forma. 
liſts, that ſo Profane Prayers, to Uſe' them, with- 
out ſo much as Minding to grow better in the 
Uſe of them. For no entring into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, Except our Righteouſneſs exceed the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees; And 
how is it that we muſt Oat- do them? Not in 
Faſting oftner, or Praying Longer, and making 
more ado about Forms and Ceremonies, and ex- 
ternal Obſervances ; in which who more Citi. 
cal and Exadt than they? But we muſt Exceed 
them, in being Honeſter men, and Aiming at 
Righter Eds, and leading Better Zives. And 
not do the ſeemingly Right and Good things, 
from falſe Motives, and with ill Deſgus : But 
make our Prayers the Rule of our Practice, E,. 
deavouring to do, what we Pray God to Enable 
us for the doing: And as we his Help, ſ 
Stirring up the Grace of God that is in ws , and 
putting forth all the Strength we have, to be 


our ſelves. 
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COM! E men will Pray no longer than the 
taſte the 5 of it; and are Drill d 
by the Pleaſure that they ſind in it. If them- 
ſelves | be not Frvonred, their Humour fired; | 
and their Requeſts granted; they take Pert at 
Heaven, and are ready to Ngarel even with 
God himſelf; as if toy: were not duly 4. 
tended, and therefore: greatly Wronged. Like 
the King of Fel who fung away in a Chaſe; 
: King, 6. 33. "Saying, This evil'is of the Lord, 
why ; [I wait fore 1% Lord (any longer as 
Such Prokd Beggart are many of God's Peri. 
tioners, that think themſelves too Good to 
Wait, th& it de upon the "Moſt Higb, and 
muſt have Him at their Bert, or elſe havemoe 
the * Stay his Time, and take 
Win his" Why But muſt Zimie tbe Holy: Out-, 
and go to Raviſh and Snateh the Bleſſing out 
of his Hand. But our Bleſſed Saviour hath 
tayght us more Manners and Grace, Thur 
e 1 to Pray always , and not l Fhine, 
Luke 18. 1. Nor think it Long, to tarry his 
Leiſure, who has waited ſo Long for our R- 
urn. If we but Mom our ſelves, and Re- 
I nember our 87%, how Ill we merit to be 
APH Legercte at all, we ſhall wonder that Buer 
4 6 | we 


/ 


chear d on with a/Bricheeſs of Spirits,, and find 
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we are Heard, inſtead- of a that it 

is no Sooner or Better. N ay, we ſhall ſte oc- 

caſion to ae _ —.— — into wang 

not 

2 without e nl much 

we _ —_— and how - ele on have 

Deſerved, men are very Bold; to An 

all beſore them, and not to Hum. 

ble themſelves, in the Corfeſien of 9 Sins, 
nor-Receune the Mercies and Loviog-kindnels 


SD r . 


— and Admire and Bleſs — Praiſe 


for all that he has Ale 
chem. But to ray, only as long as we are 
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« 
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ah done for 


our Souls Glied 85 with Marram ud Fatneſs, is 

nos. 20. mind. — Lond ,,f 
n Pleaſure. -; Is, is but 10 fol. 
low: Ghrift) fos che Lerves, dot PDrawa paly 
with:the Was dis ſweet, Oontmevts. . Na 
in tho Senſe of Dat, and our Obligation con; 
tinually to wait upon him, with what Face 


Smeg — eee e e 
| Beggars that whe him, 
and — . but from 4 


noxioums Sinners —— have kay Su vb and 
are out of Hell only thro his Mercy, to 75 tha 
% High and touchy and Querzlows, if, all i 
not done ſtrait to our Aſiad ; and we haue 
not every thing juſt . our Wiſh 
It is not ſuch a Violence thay will ever tale 
che fingdow A Heaven : But the Humbk 


Importunity , the Uawearied Waiting ad 
* | Pal len 
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33 i el And these 
is Pleaſing in the ſight. of 6, to Follow 
him evend when he ſeems Di/pleaſed with us, 
and not Leave off our Prayers tho we think 
be loca Angry at them. But r the Eyes of 
Servants: ost to: the und of thiir: Maſters, and 
u thteyes; of 'a Maiden to the dd,, ber mi- 
fireſs', go det eu eyes wait pon ie Lord our 
gin Wr Ar 5 
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{elves will take mightily upon them, 
hercely-t0- Rady at all, that Serve not Gad, 
juſt in their Mode. Some all for Common. 
Prayer, and ſome for none but Gureived Pray- | 
rs. And they cannot forbear bitterly to Teaſe 
and Perſermte one another, as if it were worſe 
than No ' Prayer \,. that is not exactly after 
uch a anner. ea fo Abſurd are many to 
adm World with Heats and (Ryarre/s about 

ie Way of others Worſhip, that were never 
Dus in any of theit Ou, Ard 
hink they have done a t matter to make 
he Party Oxiout , that is Oppefte W 


EN that are NS Res: think 5 
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io le Bie) 
But the queſtion is, What Serbe id" thus 
done to Religion? And how merh Devo- 
tion is a Gatver by it Wed know how Stridt 
and Nice were the Phuviſets® for the Our. ae 
Religion, Th none had fbnſer . dei tai they. 
Who more took upon them ro Our even 
with Cbriſ himſelf! And would be / Holiet 
than the Hy 'One of Co Who more Bi, 
_ againſt! Beiter mem than themſelves ? And what 
a mad Zeal had Paal this way, before his 


— that have only the Furn 
of Godlineſs, will be like Bears bereaved of 
their Whelps, thi have it taken from them, Be- 
_ if you ſtrip —_— that, you leave 
them N Wa 1 PR e buten ant 7 
Live, and would you Perſwade them out of 
that 2 The oa og W cries up their 
Form, ſhall pleaſe them better, than the Ho- 
Hieſt Chriſtian, that appeaſs for the Power 
Godlineſs it elf,” And this makes the Rom 
Worſhip ſo Agreeable to.Lirentious Live That 


the Offices: muy go on, ànd the Heart be 
_ otherwiſe. taken up the While. The "Inner 


man may Slezp ; while the Outer is ſo (on- 
cerned. Anddꝭ all done to Satisfaction; tho not 
2 Sin wounded nor à Luft diſtürbedt, not 

any Grace exerciſed. /. It is enough to turnt the 
Stomachs of All Seriour Good HE, againſt that 
Cauſe, which tlie Roaring Blades are the great 
Champions and hot Stictlers for. And O hon 
does even :a'Good' Cauſe often ſuffer hy ſuch 
il: 4betrors'? and loſer its Credit Ms” _ 
200 ö Ff aKes ! 
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aun be 
Sakes 2-1 .canngs,l be, call. in in,q 
when it, ſtrik 1-7 in with 6. os. 


Sweanen, or the Revilings of 4 Ne 
pleaſes them, than any cle. 10 15 
tize Kidicule 925 Way, 252 


ryan the Better, nor my Wey, at all, the 
H have a Zeal - Ke God accorfing 
1% 2 L,may. find room. cnou 7 te 
ſhew: my Strictueſi, S hon a penn e al 

Mertle; in that. Which h leaſt nad it. 


Harpeſb Bret Are not, the Happieſt Ms, f 


yh 


Noris he the Cbriſti. "thy \ makes 
Loma Cry 3 2 K ET 
naritah Doctors ſhew too lite of 


who: Was: Meck and. Lowly. 1n HF 
may know: whence, the 5 
Farthly. 2 Senſual 7 18 0 
thing that e 1 5 70 
Nam, 


Newt, 196 OO Paree my. Ay a 'whi 
Contending Parties. GY: Eta Heat?" 
both Bides; 1 de gt ak T am obliged't 
depart from uw ruth gt Neal. $9 to Se and Ira. 
tiate my: ſel 1 . oper Jong Ex rho 
great Lend of th gt not Intereſs 
himſtif i ig che 1 e | r Forms or 
againſt them, Whaq art toe tho 
what he\dves not 2,Qr. layeſt the. Main Streſs 
on that hi 
he warrant ther to: Deſpile any good Prayer, 
becauſe it is 4 Form, or Tmpoſed 2 2- Or whers 


does he give thee licenſe to Scoff the Effuſi- 
Q on, 


. —— — > > > 
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it Condemneſt 
he Leaft Regards Where doth - 


386 " Th Tit. 
on, that is more at Liberty In good trath, 
Whit is eel wry rok: 9 —— 2 the Com. 

ny, and | Tiipoſe m 1 dare flot 
Pin II him a o re, that uſes Forms; 
Not him 3 Proud Hypocite that ute ote 
For I am fatisfied, that FF may be uſed 
81 „ Without "oral „And as there 


be the Spirir of Prayer; Without 1 Form, 


there m be natural "or! Fveriſb Heat, | 
Without the > Siri Fervour®" It is not Ur. 
terance Thar 


1 8 2 Saint; Nor Crying op 
55 N at muff reeds male one a 
Hendel of Chrift's Cbirob. I am _ 
iſtaſted* at both, "Tha ell by 
. miu a On rund that — 
L RED 1 4. and La ig 1 dare not De. 
ride Prayer, tho'it' be nor Cofr eractly to m 
Gan nor 200 in iy Mode,” Nor van J 
cou t it t & gn 0 be for. 
ward in Hol. Prayer 
0 4A kind. 27 al" things Hur and 
4 Heb. T'canfior el with- 


; 171 Faults" 8 11 — yet I muſt not 
Therefore len fs * And if uy wil 
at . Fus 


not bear W. 5 but /fly 

afl Worthi „With — — 
ſhall 1 Commenicate on Eich? But if the o- 
ther perform ot his Part aright,” the Fuult is 
not mine, ? my 7 with him) is no 
y Engagemen t upon me, ig giye my Conſent and 


Approbation to all that ever 1 Hear from him. 
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and yet 
Ay" 8 e, Heart is in 
tho it Ras its Syſſfole as well as Pi 
Contraion doth but hel The Dilatation : 2 So 


Prayer is as the Pulſe of the Piow Heart, and 
ſtill the Circulation goes on: nor are the little 
Breaks and Interruptions any Hindrance: but 


 onty a gathering of freſh Strength for the work, 
that it may go on more. Liveh, and' the Heart 


throw out, what it * been Gathering in, more 
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Pigeroufy there is little dy 
ing too cy or too Ofen. A {mall of 
Prodence with a Senſe of, Want, and Lene 
of Prayer, will teach any, well diſpoſed Hs 
ſtian to be his own Caſaiſt in this mat 
the danger lies in another Fxtream, 4 bin 
on into the Wide, ways,. Ia, I 75 n en. 
deavouring to Bar up... * fear leaſt Prayer 
ſhould be laid too Common, for every one freely 


2 But leaſt the Liberty, bould be A. 
ſed, by the Wild Bea of the People, whom no 
Incloſure can hold. but they mult. break thro! 
all Fences, wth Neel By a. Liberty 
as room enough for them, unleſs the Extenſion 
be in Minimum. Unreaſonable res It 
cannot be contented with a fair Open Waytogo 
in, nay and a Large and Wide Field wherein to 
a 2 but they muſt be abſolutely Lawleſs, 
Let "ſuch complain hy have not 
More 71 : No matter? 8 long as they that 
know Better things, ſee cauſe to Rejoice 
give Thanks — have /o Much. The Pri- 
Tiles of ſuch Freedom in Prayer, as I have laid 
open, is a Bleſſing and Favour indeed, that we 
canuot L e and . O that 
"EY 1— be Liftleſs to it, or Weary of it! 
Enemies 0 Souls, and a Ms Miſchief to 
as World are they, that ay or do any thing to 
Diſgrace or Hinder it ? to take men off it, to 
put them out of Wann 150 
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Antichriffian C S ſymbolize ther 
with, can be 3 But tis equally Rebel 


liox againſt the Lord af the Church, To offer t 


1 e thor Lbeny which we bye i 5 
— — to ta 7 Liberty . wy 

rovants f Sin, who are free from Righteouſneſs : 
Or to make that 15 an Occaſſon 15 the Heſb, 


which i is not indeed a Liberty 7 Sir, but from 
it. Delivered we are, but not to commit Abo- 
minations,.. And the San of God has. made us Free 
indeed: Tho' nct to walk in the ways of our 
Hearts, and the fight of our, Eyes.: Bos 70 Jene 
4 — 2 „ag a Willi eople We are not 
may e bit wnder Grace. It's true. Yet 
we. not therefore turn the Grace of Gad in- 
2 Wantonneſs, nor continue in Sin, that Grace 
may abound. God forbid he ſhould ſo Loſe his 
Glory, by granti us Liberty.” 'Tho' where the 


Sirir the Lord is, there is Liberty ty, Yet if it 
uritual Liberty, ſuch as our Bleſſed Sa- 
pkg. Boy t us,, ſure it will never be 


gd. Plety, Loyalty, Sobriety, Honeſty, 
11 855 7 However we may uſe or forbear dur 
Liberty gs. ladifferent, thereafter as we 
are like -- do Good or Hurt with the uſe + and 
Jet ſtill have it all one to our ſelves, as 3 
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id put it is" bl Exerciſe. As to the ine: 

, indeed, we muſt not be made Servuntt 7 
any ; But for the Outer, we ſhould" tnalte our 
ſelves' Servants even to all. I ſay then, as the 


| «Ipoſtle does of Faith, Haſt thou Liberty Love 
it to thy ſelf before God. And that is 


to 
erve it fair and Entire i hir Sight. "And as 
as thou art well aware, That no Tridlitions 
of Men can bind thy Conſcience , ſo as the 
Laws of God, Tho ao ſubmitteſt to every Ordi. 
nance of man, it being for the Lord's ſake, Thou 
doſt not Give up any Freedom which Chriff thy 
Lord would have thee to Hola fa: But Etho 
thou' art not to Say, and to Do every wh 
Juſt as thy Liſt, (thou muſt dread to be Cock, 6 a 
Libertine, ſo left Looſe to nude thy ſelf 2) Yet 
Kill choy enjoyeſt that T3berry of Prajer Which 
W for, as long as thou canſt but go with 
pe and Comfort to God, as a Child, Notwith- 


Landing that in many things thou haſt fail'd 


and offended, and ſo Misbebabed thy ſelf, thou 
canſt not chuſe but be Conſcious how onworthy 
thou art to be owned in that Relation. 

Forget not then how Vile and Sinful,” how 
Diminutive and Contemptible, how even Ne- 
thing, and worſe than Nothing, thou art : Be 
as apprehenſive as thou wilt, or canſt be, of 
thy own Demerits; that thou maiſt ever ap- 


proach the Majeſty of Heaven, with a becoming 


Awe, and ſerve thy God, who is a 


fires with ROW and 1 Fear.” 
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But withal Remember, That in Prayer, thou 
at thy Sins, but Reconciled in his Son. And 
having ſo great a Friend, and ſo good an Zvtereft 
in Heaven, tho thou thinkeſt thy ſelf-Unworthy 
to Look ap thither, Yet with the Publican, cry 
for Mercy ro "thee 4 Sinner. And "ter all the 
Miſchief done thee by thy Sins, ſet them not 
ite "Rain thy Soul, by taking thee off thy 
yers. But the more Sexf3/e thou art of Sin, 
cry the more mightily unto G Yea from the 
very Magnitude of it, (that makes it look moſt 
againſt rhee, ) thou haſt a Plea put into thy | 
Mouth, Pfal. 25. 11. For thy Name ſake, O Lord, 
Pardon my Sin, for it is Great. He does not go 
about to palliate and Excuſe his Guilt, and cry, 


Lord it is but a ſnal Matter, therefore thou 


maiſt Eaſily paſs it by; (He was Wiſer and 
Better, than ſo to Argue :) But my Caſe is Bad 
and Sad, My Sin is Heinoas and Grie vous, paſt 
all Help and Cure in the World, but Tbiae, who 
art never at a Loſs to Effect what we would 
have: Too Great for any, but the God iinfinite-- 
ly Great and Good, to Forgive. There is no 

Good in me, to Irvite thee to do it forme : O 

do it therefore for thy Glory, even to Glorify 
thy Power and Mercy : That where Sin hath A- 

bounded, thy Grace may Triumph, in Supera- 
bounling. And then what can Spoil the Freedom 
of thy Prayers, when thy very Sies may be 
turned into Arguments, not only to Haften thee 
to the Throne of Grace, but alſo to . 
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world to — hard for Mercy; now rs, only 
Time of Mercy : And thou haſt all  Encourage- 
2 too on every ſide thee, en thy ſeeking, 
Au, ff {11,1270 ad.) 
N e then haſt Berv, Mas) bowepet thou 
haſt Dove, Vet thy caſe would not be Deſpe- 
fate, didſt thou 4 thy Submiſſion, 
with the Prodigal; to thy. Far Father 3. ** not on- 
ly Confeſs thou | haſt Sinned, but Bag and cry 
Mightily to be Reincorporate of his, Family, and 
numbred among his /Servants. Then matters 
would: Clear up with thes, Heavenly, Hopes 
would Dans upon thee, and Mercy, on every 
ſide, Embrece thee, and our God would Alu- 
Auth Param. For he delights to be ſo Wor 
with a poor Sinner's Cries ;-and Wars ta beGra- 
cious, that we may remember our ſelyes, and 
let him have the Opportunity , to Glorify his 
Mercy in our Recover. n . 
But O Sick, and ſadly Diftemper's are the 
Souls, and Rueful and Ruinous is their Caſe, to 
whom Prayers are a Burthen and, atflitiqn ,-and 
who are out of Conceit with all that, ſhould do 
them Good, and Prejudiced againſt the very 
Means: of their Salvation / Even ready to be 
 _ Undone, and yet Liſtle(.to ſeck for Remedy, ha- 
*,viog no Heart nor Tongue to cry to a that 
alone is Able to help them. 
To Conclude then, Not only Believe and own, 
but take and e the Liberty granted, and mak 
oF Benefit of it it. Down with _ Knees, uf 12 
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hy Siet, for want of thy Prayers. © But being 


P ine to ſpeak for thy ſelf, O prize the Hap- 
py Ptiviipe 4 1 90 80 5 


Planets, Etch hold of ſuch an Advant 755 
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| prais'd and ru, Aſter the manner of 
ö as will ws God forbid we ſhoald Neglect ou 
Prayets, We muſt Pray Every wbere : When G 
7 knows, that in good 3 the ey Pray. no where. 
But their Chambers and Families, their .own 
s WW Houſes, and God's too, can Tefify apalnſt then 
chat they are no Lovers of this Exerciſe, 8 

y WM were ever Any Well-wifers to Prayer. But do thou 
1 give it 4 / Commendation, as thou doſt to the 
on 
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Belrued Fare ot pleaſes ther beſt, by Feeding 
Heartily \ . And not only Tall of Pray Ying, 
but Do 17. 
us make a ſerious and By fines of it. 
| Ply and Follow it, like one that is in Love. wit 


is of the greateſt Lucre, or an Epicure of the 
Choiceſt Dainties. O whither ſhould the Cola 
and Hungry go, but to the Fire, and to the Ta- 


Tranſgreſſion and Sin? with whom is Forgiveneſs 
that he may be Feared. Whither ſhould they Be- 
take themſelves, that want Every thing, but to 
Him that is the Poſſeſſor of AZ things? And as 


come to it | wh a Good Stomach, So to have 
ſuch 


5 only in a Fir. or on the 1 | 


it, and Fond and Greedy of it, even as 4 Miſer 


lle? And whither ſhould the Obnoxious and Guil- 
ty repair, but to the God that Pardons Iniquity,' © 


we count our Meat does us Good, when we 
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Sweet and Deat Prayer 

God, to Converſe. ith Him , to Draw OY 

Him, and to a is not 12 5 
7 to make 

er f e. "with Let it be the moſt 


leaſant Ease vof thy Life, which thou 
2 9700 PS, to, 7 but at thy Mind 
mT; Heart in it, and make it the 
Solace 'of thy Soul, to be taken up with thy 
God. Let the God of all Grace hear thee every 
day at his Gates, There Throw. thy ſelf, and lie 
and Cry, and never leave off thy Prayers , till 
cmey be turn d into his Everlaſting Praiſes, and 
thou baſt no more to Beg, but all thy work will 
be For ever to Bleſs His Name, For OR 
thes in al the (Wiſes of thy Fear | 1:56 
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